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NOTE: CLSI document M22-A3 no longer applies to US laboratories subject to the Clinical Laboratory
Improvement Amendments of 1988 (CLIA). The guidance provided in this standard does not replace
the need for assessment of an individualized quality control plan (IQCP). The Centers for Medicare &
Medicaid Services no longer recognizes the categories of “exempt” and “nonexempt” media for the
purposes of quality control but, as of January 2016, instead directs laboratories to develop an IQCP
for applicable media used in their facilities or to follow the CLIA quality assurance regulations as
written. M22-A3 might be applicable to international laboratories.

This document contains quality assurance procedures
for manufacturers and users of prepared, ready-to-use

microbiological culture media.

A standard for US application developed through the Clinical and Laboratory Standards Institute consensus process.
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