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Collection, Transport, Preparation, and 
Storage of Specimens for Molecular Methods

This guideline provides recommendations on proper and safe 

biological specimen collection and nucleic acid isolation and 

purification. Topics include collection methods, recommended 

transport and storage conditions, and available nucleic acid 

isolation and purification technologies for each specimen and 

nucleic acid type.

A guideline for global application developed through the Clinical and Laboratory Standards Institute consensus process.
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