The hidden face o ot

of imported squid in Spain
Exploitative squid fishing puts Spanish markets and fishers at risk 2 ?Z
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Spain is the world’s second-largest importer of squid and cuttlefish and plays a central role

in the global squid trade. However, investigations show that Spanish importers may have filgeciras
unknowingly brought in squid linked to forced labour, overfishing, animal cruelty 9./
and environmental harm. 't [

As the EU’s primary entry point for squid, Spain is uniquely placed to take a leadership role
in strengthening import controls and ensuring that seafood entering its market
is not connected to human rights abuses or environmental destruction.
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EnVIrOHmenta| JUStICB Found atmn The Environmental Justice Foundation conducted an at-sea expedition with the Argentine Coast Guard

Feb-Mar 2025) to monitor distant-water squid vessels operating at Mile 201.

investigation reveals systematic

The scope and findings were guided by consultations with Argentine scientists, fisheries officers
abuse at Séa and Spanish seafood industry representatives.
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Spain can play a critical role in global ocean leadership
by inspiring international focus on high-risk squid products,
particularly from the Southwest Atlantic.

Spain must strengthen import controls and classify squid from
Mile 201 as ‘high-risk’, ensuring products linked to forced
labour or environmental harm stay out of Spanish and €U markets.
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