
Pneumococcal Conjugate (PCV20) 

What is the Pneumococcal Conjugate (PCV20) Vaccine? 

The PCV20 vaccine is a pneumococcal conjugate vaccine that helps protect against 
pneumococcal disease, which is caused by the bacterium Streptococcus pneumoniae. 
This vaccine contains a purified polysaccharide from 20 different strains of 
streptococcus pneumoniae that are responsible for most cases of pneumococcal 
disease. 

Pneumococcal disease can cause a range of illnesses, including pneumonia, meningitis, 
bloodstream infections, and ear infections. It can be particularly severe in young children, 
older adults, and people with weakened immune systems. 

The PCV20 vaccine is highly effective at preventing pneumococcal disease and its 
complications. However, like all vaccines, it may not provide 100% protection in all cases. 
It's also worth noting that the vaccine does not protect against all strains of 
streptococcus pneumoniae, so it's still important to practice good hygiene and take other 
preventive measures to reduce the risk of infection. 

What to Expect: 

The PCV20 vaccine is injected in your upper arm. 
After receiving the vaccine, it's common to 
experience some mild side effects, such as: 

● Soreness, redness, or swelling at the 
injection site 

● Fever 
● Rash 
● Headache 
● Muscle aches 

These side effects are usually mild and go away on their own within a few days. In rare 
cases, more serious side effects can occur, such as an allergic reaction or seizures. If you 
experience any unusual symptoms after receiving the vaccine, it's important to seek 
medical attention right away. 
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