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BUILDING BACKGROUND KNOWLEDGE	

Level B • Lesson 32

Concept: Types of communities

Explanation Teacher: Read the 
explanation.

Students: Complete the 
sentence(s).

•	People live and work in different types of 
communities. Each community has its own features. 

•	People live and work… 
•	Each community… 

Types 
Words or 
phrases that 
name types of 
the concept

Teacher: Read each type.

Students: Repeat each 
type. 
Students: Circle the type 
to be remembered.

•	rural 
•	suburban 
•	urban 

Type 
Descriptions 
Words or 
phrases that 
explain each 
type

Teacher: Read each 
description.

Students: Repeat each 
description.
Students: Circle the 
description to be 
remembered.

•	rural – related to the country, away from cities and 
big towns 

•	suburban – related to a community near a larger city 
•	urban – related to a city 

Type Details Teacher: Read each type 
and details.

Students: Echo read each 
type and details.

•	rural – lots of land; homes and buildings spaced far 
apart; far away from cities 

•	suburban – more people than in rural areas, but 
fewer people than in cities; a few big buildings; 
homes may be closer; easier to get to a city 

•	urban – many people living and working in a small 
area; homes and buildings very close to one another 

Examples Teacher: Read each 
example.

•	The cattle ranches in the rural area were miles apart. 
•	Many homes in the suburban community had yards 

with space for gardens. 
•	In some urban neighborhoods, students can take 

the subway to school. 

Check 
Understanding

Students: Practice saying 
the completed sentence 
to yourself.
Students: Say the 
completed sentence to a 
partner or the class.

•	A(n) __(rural/suburban/urban)__ area is similar to/
different from a(n) __(rural/suburban/urban)__ area 
because… 

•	In a(n) __(rural/suburban/urban)__ area, you might 
see… 

How Used in 
Text 

Teacher: Read. •	In this article, you will learn about urban artists and 
their art in the city of Philadelphia. 


