
2PHONICS FOR READING  •  Challenge Text B ©Curriculum Associates, LLC  Copying permitted for classroom use.

CHALLENGE TEXT B  ANCIENT BIRCH TAR	 	 Name:

Text Comprehension			   Date:

Text Comprehension

Goals •  I will read this passage accurately and fluently.
•  I will answer questions accurately using complete sentences that make sense. 

3 Readings First Reading  Read the part to yourself. Underline vocabulary words that you 
do not know.
Second Reading  Read the part with your teacher. OR Read the part to your partner. 
Third Reading  Reread the part to locate answers. 

Part 1 What is one way that prehistoric people used birch tar? 

One way that prehistoric people used birch tar was to �  

�  .

Part 2 Why might prehistoric people have chewed birch tar?

Prehistoric people might have chewed birch tar to �  

�  .

Part 3 What did scientists conclude about the birch tar chewer?

Scientists concluded that the birch tar chewer �  

�  .

Wrap-up Picture/Part Match  Write the correct part number under the matching picture. 

Fluency CWPM

_________

•  Exchange Student Books with your partner. 
•  Read the text to your partner for one minute.
•  Determine the number of words read correctly. Graph the number.

Summary Writing 

Topic Sentence  Scientists learned a lot about prehistoric people  
from lumps of ancient birch tar.

Plan	 •  Brainstorm key details. 
	 •  Select and copy three key details onto your paper. 

Draft	 •  Copy the topic sentence onto your paper.
	 •  Write one complete sentence for each key detail.

Revise	 • � Whisper read your paragraph to yourself. Ask yourself,  
“Does it make sense?”

	 •  If it does not make sense, fix it up. 

Edit	 •  Check your capitals, punctuation marks, and spelling.


