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BUILDING BACKGROUND KNOWLEDGE	

Level B • Lesson 7

Concept: Types of small boats

Explanation Teacher: Read the 
explanation.

Students: Complete the 
sentence(s).

•	People can travel on water in different kinds of 
boats. Boats can be powered by the wind, by 
motors, or by human energy. 

•	People can travel on water in… 
•	Boats can be powered by… 

Types 
Words or 
phrases that 
name types of 
the concept

Teacher: Read each type.

Students: Repeat each 
type. 
Students: Circle the type 
to be remembered.

•	sailboat 
•	motorboat 
•	rowboat 

Type 
Descriptions 
Words or 
phrases that 
explain each 
type

Teacher: Read each 
description.

Students: Repeat each 
description.
Students: Circle the 
description to be 
remembered.

•	sailboat – a boat moved by wind filling sails, which 
are large pieces of cloth that catch the wind 

•	motorboat – a boat moved by a motor 
•	rowboat – a small boat that people can move by 

putting two oars in the water and pushing against 
the water 

Type Details Teacher: Read each type 
and details.

Students: Echo read each 
type and details.

•	sailboat – has sails, a mast, maybe a small propeller 
•	motorboat – has a motor that runs on gas, a 

propeller; able to reach high speeds 
•	rowboat – oars are attached to the side of the boat; 

rowers can face the front or back of the boat 

Examples Teacher: Read each 
example.

•	Without wind, Ken’s sailboat was stuck in the lake. 
•	After Jordan fills the gas tank on her motorboat, she 

will go down the coast. 
•	Crystal grabbed each oar and began to row the 

rowboat away from the dock. 

Check 
Understanding

Students: Practice saying 
the completed sentence 
to yourself.
Students: Say the 
completed sentence to a 
partner or the class.

•	If I wanted to travel by boat, I would choose a… 
•	A __(sailboat/motorboat/rowboat)__ is similar to/

different from a __(sailboat/motorboat/rowboat)__ 
because… 

How Used in 
Text 

Teacher: Read. •	In this story, you will read about a brother and sister 
who take a rowboat out on the water so they can 
relax, but they run into a problem. 


