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BUILDING BACKGROUND KNOWLEDGE	

Level C • Lesson 5

Word: Prevent

Definition Teacher: Read the definition.

Students: Complete the 
sentence.
Students: Underline the 
word.

•	When you prevent something from 
happening, you keep it from happening.  

•	If you prevent something from happening, 
you… 

Synonyms 
Words or phrases 
with the same or 
similar meaning

Teacher: Read each synonym.

Students: Repeat each 
synonym. 
Students: Circle the synonym 
to be remembered.

•	keep from happening 
•	stop 
•	block 
•	avoid 

Antonyms 
Words or phrases 
with the opposite 
meaning

Teacher: Read each antonym.

Students: Repeat each 
antonym. 
Students: Circle the antonym 
to be remembered. 

•	allow 
•	let happen 
•	permit 

Examples Teacher: Read each example. •	I can prevent the soup from spilling by not 
putting too much in the bowl.  

•	You can help prevent sunburn by putting on 
sunscreen before going outside. 

Check 
Understanding

Students: Practice saying 
each completed sentence to 
yourself.
Students: Say each 
completed sentence to a 
partner or the class.

•	To prevent an injury from bike riding, you 
can… 

•	I can prevent rushing to complete my 
homework by…  

Word Relatives Teacher: Read each word.

Students: Echo read each 
word.

•	prevented 
•	preventable 
•	prevention 

How Used in Text Teacher: Read. •	In this story, you will read about a girl who 
visits a friend who was in an accident. The girl 
thinks about how the seriousness of her 
friend’s injuries could have been prevented.  


