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BUILDING BACKGROUND KNOWLEDGE	

Level C • Lesson 36

Word: Diligent

Definition Teacher: Read the definition.

Students: Complete the 
sentence.
Students: Underline the 
word.

•	When someone is diligent, they show that 
they are hard-working and complete their 
work with care. 

•	If someone is diligent, they…

Synonyms 
Words or phrases 
with the same or 
similar meaning

Teacher: Read each synonym.

Students: Repeat each 
synonym. 
Students: Circle the synonym 
to be remembered.

•	hard-working
•	steady
•	careful
•	tireless

Antonyms 
Words or phrases 
with the opposite 
meaning

Teacher: Read each antonym.

Students: Repeat each 
antonym. 
Students: Circle the antonym 
to be remembered. 

•	lazy
•	sloppy
•	careless
•	inactive

Examples Teacher: Read each example. •	My sister is diligent when completing her 
homework because she wants to do it 
correctly. 

•	The work crew was diligent in how they 
repaired the sidewalk to be sure people using 
it would be safe. 

Check 
Understanding

Students: Practice saying 
each completed sentence to 
yourself.
Students: Say each 
completed sentence to a 
partner or the class.

•	I am diligent when I…
•	I have seen others show they are diligent 

when they… 

Word Relatives Teacher: Read each word.

Students: Echo read each 
word.

•	diligently
•	diligence

How Used in Text Teacher: Read. •	In this folktale, you will read about how a man 
spent all his time trying to turn dirt into gold, 
which left him and his wife facing problems 
that they had to be diligent to solve.


