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will lead to more time on task and better results for students. Being able to send help 

tickets directly to the staff member or team member that can fix the problem will help 

minimize wasted time. 

Future Areas of Research 

The researcher determined that the i-Ready program is an effective tool for 

showing growth in language arts and mathematics for special needs students. The 

researcher is looking forward to continuing the research to find other programs that are 

effective in helping special needs students improve comprehension skills for those 

students who are three or more grade levels behind in reading. 
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Another area of research that is needed is to determine the effect that i-Ready has 

on state test scores. This research will benefit the educational community because 

student performance on a state test is what drives the school's curriculum and the 

educational decisions made by administrators. Data derived from state testing scores 

compared to the i-Ready diagnostic test scores can give administrators a wealth of 

information to gear interventions toward specific skills that will increase the student's 

proficiency on state tests. Using the i-Ready growth monitoring reports is another vital 

piece of information that can help administrators plan strategies to improve the students' 

state test scores. The information comparing i-Ready data to state test score data is 

relevant for both special needs students and the general education population. 

Conclusions and Recommendations 

In conclusion, the researcher found that the i-Ready program is effective for 

showing growth in language arts and mathematics skills by the special needs population. 



The effectiveness was greater for the inclusion students, but the resource students 

benefited from the program as well. 
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Using the i-Ready program to remediate the students' skill weaknesses will serve 

to improve a school's overall testing scores while helping the students gain confidence in 

their own performance. Rigorous standards-based classroom instruction paired with the 

personalized online instruction can prepare students for the challenging demands that 

schools are placing on them each day. 

Strengths and weaknesses can be easily pinpointed by teachers and 

administrators, and customized lessons can be monitored efficiently when using the i

Ready program. Teachers are able to help special needs students close skill gaps while 

moving them toward learning and applying grade level skills. Students are able to 

achieve success where they have often had frustration and failure. The program allows a 

degree of independence for the special needs students who have had to rely on additional 

help to complete lessons in the regular education classroom. The independence gained 

by the student builds confidence and creates success. 

Another benefit of the program is that the general education population can move 

through their current grade level, and beyond, to reach a higher level of achievement. 

Students are not limited by the pacing of the classroom. Skills can be learned at a faster 

pace, and students are able to achieve a higher level of success in both language arts and 

mathematics. Teachers can easily help higher achieving students reach their goals while 

offering the rest of the class the time needed to reteach grade level lessons. i-Ready is the 

tool that can be used to effectively meet the needs of the entire school. The program 



allows students to learn at their own pace while closing skill gaps and offering 

enrichment opportunities. 
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According to Curriculum Associates, LLC. 2017, the i-Ready program takes 

adaptive learning and acts as a virtual specialist to provide students with the remediation 

needed to fill skill gaps in language arts and mathematics. The i-Ready program is an 

effective tool for improving student achievement and test scores because it connects the 

latest research with practical application in the classroom by combining technology with 

teacher led learning. i-Ready strives to connect the latest research with practical 

application by using a thorough research base and expert advisors to make it a 

continuously evolving program. They want to ensure that students, teachers, and 

administrators are benefiting from the latest technology and educational research when 

using the program in their individual schools. 

Suggestions from teachers and administrators are welcomed by the i-Ready staff 

so that they can accommodate students, and update the lessons with the most relevant 

information available. Any problems with the program are fixed by the i-Ready team in a 

timely manner. The team uses the feedback given by the students who are using the 

program, and by the teachers who are monitoring the program. 

Research has indicated that the i-Ready program has a positive impact on the 

proficiency of students by as much as 19% in language arts and 24% in mathematics 

(Curriculum Associates, LLC. 2017). In the high-stakes testing environment of schools, 

this percentage of achievement gains can be an effective tool for helping students meet 

and exceed personal goals for higher achievement. The achievement gains can also 

relieve stress for teachers and administrators by providing documentation that they are 
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raising the standards for the school population, and moving students to a higher level of 

achievement. Data to prove the implementation of an effective educational program that 

increases student achievement while improving test scores will be an invaluable asset to 

schools. 

Additional research is needed to determine the effectiveness of the i-Ready 

program on students' state test scores. Data on the state test scores of the special needs 

and general education population would generate the results needed to determine if there 

is a significant difference in test scores when the i-Ready program is implemented. This 

information would be useful for teachers and administrators when determining an 

effective program to raise student test scores. 

Recommendations 

Recommendations include ensuring the Internet band width is adequate for 

students to successfully participate in an online program, as well as ensuring adequate 

resources are being budgeted for future years so students can access i-Ready lessons 

without interruption. The effectiveness of a program is diminished if the student does not 

have adequate access to the lessons. Students lose motivation when frustrated by 

computer programs that will not load or freeze during the lesson. 

Administrators must monitor programs and rely on student and teacher feedback 

to fix any problems that arise while the program is being implemented. Problems that 

arise within the lessons of the program must be reported to the i-Ready staff in a timely 

manner so that they can resolve the issue quickly. Time, which is wasted by students 

because of an issue that can be easily fixed, can never be regained. Wasted time in a 
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