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Get to Know the i-Ready Diagnostic
Assessment in Service of Instruction

The Diagnostic can be used by districts for:

Screening Placement

	✓ Algebra readiness

	✓ English Learner 
reclassification data

	✓ Gifted/talented identification

	✓ Intervention

	✓ Third Grade Reading Guarantee

	✓ Universal screener for reading/
mathematics

	✓ Dyslexia risk-factor screening 

Informing Classroom 
Instruction

	✓ Interim/benchmark assessment

	✓ Standards performance

	✓ Growth measures

	✓ Instructional planning data 
for scaffolding

	✓ Automatic small groups  
and reading buddies

	✓ Student/teacher/school  
goal-setting data

	✓ Custom data analytics

Intervention and 
Acceleration

	✓ MTSS/RTI/intervention screener

	✓ Progress/growth monitoring

	✓ Understand student  
prerequisite skills

District Strategic Needs

	✓ Accountability

	✓ High correlations  
with state tests

	✓ Triannual benchmark 
assessment

Principled design aligned to the high expectations of 
academic standards 
 
Comprehensive insights into precisely what students can 
do and what they need to learn next 
 
Accelerated growth as students work toward ambitious 
yet attainable Stretch Growth® goals

www.i-Ready.com
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Determine Message, Lesson, or Moral

An important part of reading development is recognizing that a story is likely to convey a message or lesson, 

and learning how to read closely to determine it. Some stories teach a lesson explicitly, while other stories have 

lessons that are implied. Determining an implied lesson can be hard for readers because it requires them to go 

beyond retelling events to more sophisticated skills, such as analyzing details and making inferences. When 

teaching students how to determine the message, lesson, or moral of a story, it is helpful to use stories with 

concrete to abstract thinking. 

Three Ways to Teach

Analyze a Stated Message, Lesson, or Moral 20–30 minutes

them think about the way the author uses details and shapes events in order to teach a lesson.

• Choose a brief fable—a story with an explicitly stated moral—and read it aloud. Then model for students

how to identify the moral and think about how the details in the story point to the lesson readers should

learn. The following example is based on Aesop’s “The Boy Who Cried Wolf.” 

In a fable, we are told the story’s lesson at the very end. The lesson is called a moral. So what is the moral 

of this story? The last line says, “Nobody believes a liar, even when he is telling the truth!” Let’s think about 

how the details in the story make this lesson clear. We read that the boy was bored and that he lied about 

seeing the wolf to amuse himself. We also read that the villagers were very upset that they had been tricked, 

especially the second time. When the boy really sees a wolf, nobody believes him. These details match the 

moral stated at the end, that “nobody believes a liar.” No one in the village trusted the boy because of his lies. 

• Distribute and display Message, Lesson, or Moral Chart (page 3), and work together to record details from

the story on the chart. Explain to students that the chart is a useful way for them to see how details are

connected to one moral or big idea.

• Then provide a selection of other fables for students to practice with independently. Have students work in

pairs to read a fable and identify its moral, stated at the end. Have them use the message, lesson, or moral

chart to connect story details to the overall lesson. Remind them to think carefully about characters’ words

and actions, as well as what happens and why.

• Invite pairs to share their work with the class.
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Determine Author’s Purpose
The term author’s purpose refers to an author’s reason for writing a text. Making inferences about any reasons 
or purposes is an abstract process that is challenging for younger students—even with people they know in 
everyday life. It is even more challenging for them to think beyond the words on a page to make inferences 
about an author they have never met. It helps to simplify the choices students make about author’s purpose as 
you introduce the skill. Plenty of think-aloud modeling, discussion, and practice will support their success.

Step by Step 30–45 minutes

1  Introduce and define purpose.
• 

• Say, A purpose is a reason for doing something. People do or say things for a purpose. Discuss everyday examples, 
and accept a variety of answers.

• Your father goes to the grocery store. What is his purpose? (to buy food)

• Your mother tells you that it is time to go. What is her purpose? (to make sure you are not late)

• Your brother asks if you want your yogurt. What is his purpose? (to eat your yogurt himself )

2  Explain author’s purpose.
• Say, An author also has a purpose, or a reason, for writing a particular way. An author’s reason for writing is called 

the author’s purpose.

• Hold up an informational text that you have read together with students. Say, Some authors write to inform. 
They write to tell readers the facts about a topic, just as this author wrote to inform readers about [name the topic].

• Some authors write to entertain. They 
write to tell readers a good story and sometimes to make them laugh, just as this author wrote to entertain readers 
with a story about [describe the story].

• Repeat with a few other books in the classroom.

3  Model determining author’s purpose.
• Explain that authors often have more than one reason for writing. Say, Sometimes authors write to inform 

readers of a topic and to persuade them to take some kind of action. 

• Read aloud a text such as Where Do Polar Bears Live? by Sarah L. Thomson. Model thinking aloud to identify 
the author’s purposes for writing.

The title of this book is a question: Where Do Polar Bears Live?
probably wrote this book. I think she wants to answer that question for readers—to tell us where polar bears 
live, and to give us information about their habitat. I also see a heading “What Can You Do?” This is a clue 
that the author also wants to persuade people to help protect polar bears. 

• Repeat with a book such as So You Want to Be President? by Judith St. George. Think aloud about how the 
author’s purpose was both to inform and also to entertain readers with humorous descriptions. 

®

i-Ready Diagnostic           i-Ready Standards Mastery             i-Ready Literacy Tasks            i-Ready Assessment of Spanish Reading

i-Ready Diagnostic

. . . With seamless 
connection to teacher-led 

resources and i-Ready 
Personalized Instruction
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Assessment Key Facts

Grades K–12 Administered: three times per year

“i-Ready’s connection between 

the Diagnostic to the personalized 

learning is an improvement over our 

previous assessment system that did 

not directly connect to instructional 

resources and digital content.”
 

—Erin Fennell, Instructional Specialist,  
Charleston County

	✓ Phonological Awareness

	✓ Phonics

	✓ High-Frequency Words

	✓ Vocabulary

	✓ Comprehension: Literature

	✓ Comprehension: Informational Text 

Reading: Mathematics:

	✓ Number and Operations

	✓ Algebra and Algebraic Thinking

	✓ Geometry

	✓ Measurement and Data 

Discover the Power of One Coherent Program 
CurriculumAssociates.com/Programs/i-Ready-Assessment/Diagnostic

Measures

i-Ready Diagnostic

https://www.curriculumassociates.com/programs/i-ready-assessment/diagnostic



