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BUILDING BACKGROUND KNOWLEDGE	

Level B • Lesson 4

Concept: Large bodies of water

Explanation Teacher: Read the 
explanation.

Students: Complete the 
sentence(s).

•	A body of water is an area of water on Earth’s 
surface. There are many types of bodies of water on 
Earth, and they have different sizes and locations. 

•	A body of water is… 
•	On Earth, bodies of water… 

Types 
Words or 
phrases that 
name types of 
the concept

Teacher: Read each type.

Students: Repeat each 
type. 
Students: Circle the type 
to be remembered.

•	lake 
•	sea 
•	ocean 

Type 
Descriptions 
Words or 
phrases that 
explain each 
type

Teacher: Read each 
description.

Students: Repeat each 
description.
Students: Circle the 
description to be 
remembered.

•	lake – a large body of water surrounded by land 
•	sea – a smaller part of the ocean 
•	ocean – the entire body of salt water that covers 

much of Earth’s surface 

Type Details Teacher: Read each type 
and details.

Students: Echo read each 
type and details.

•	lake – Lake Michigan, Lake Superior, Lake Erie,  
Lake Tahoe 

•	sea – Mediterranean Sea, Caribbean Sea, Bering Sea, 
Coral Sea, South China Sea 

•	ocean – Atlantic Ocean, Pacific Ocean, Arctic Ocean, 
Indian Ocean, Southern Ocean 

Examples Teacher: Read each 
example.

•	Standing on the eastern shore of the lake, the man 
could see across the water to the far shore. 

•	People launch their boats from the ramp into the sea. 
•	When Jaylin swims in the ocean, the salt water helps 

him float. 

Check 
Understanding

Students: Practice saying 
the completed sentence 
to yourself.
Students: Say the 
completed sentence to a 
partner or the class.

•	One feature of a lake is… 
•	In the __(sea/ocean)___, you might… 

How Used in 
Text 

Teacher: Read. •	In this passage, you will learn about some reasons 
why seas are so important to people. 


