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BUILDING BACKGROUND KNOWLEDGE	

Level C • Lesson 8

Word: Mystery

Definition Teacher: Read the definition.

Students: Complete the 
sentence.
Students: Underline the 
word.

•	When something is a mystery, it has not been 
explained or cannot be explained.  

•	If something is a mystery, … 

Synonyms 
Words or phrases 
with the same or 
similar meaning

Teacher: Read each synonym.

Students: Repeat each 
synonym. 
Students: Circle the synonym 
to be remembered.

•	puzzle 
•	secret 
•	riddle 

Antonyms 
Words or phrases 
with the opposite 
meaning

Teacher: Read each antonym.

Students: Repeat each 
antonym. 
Students: Circle the antonym 
to be remembered. 

•	explanation 
•	reason 
•	known answer 

Examples Teacher: Read each example. •	There is a big mystery in the book I’m reading 
about stolen signs across a town.  

•	My mom and I have not yet solved the 
mystery of what happened to the trash can 
lid.  

Check 
Understanding

Students: Practice saying 
each completed sentence to 
yourself.
Students: Say each 
completed sentence to a 
partner or the class.

•	If I wrote a story with a mystery, I would… 
•	Sometimes you can try to solve a mystery 

by…  

Word Relatives Teacher: Read each word.

Students: Echo read each 
word.

•	mysteries  
•	mysterious  

How Used in Text Teacher: Read. •	In this story, a boy staying at his aunt’s house 
needs help solving the mystery of the noises 
he hears at night.  


