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Magnetic Reading Helps
English Learners Thrive

Start with an Asset-Based Mindset

English learners (ELs) represent a broad spectrum of learners with a wide range of
backgrounds, experiences, and language and academic proficiencies. We recognize the
linguistic and cultural assets ELs bring to the classroom, and ensuring they achieve
academic success with rigorous grade-level content is our priority. With high expectations,
access to rich and complex, grade-level text, and appropriate scaffolds, ELs will acquire the
language and content skills they need to succeed.

Magnetic Reading offers scaffolded instruction at point of use, with explicit
attention to English learners. Teachers can flexibly and intentionally support
both ELs and native English speakers in reading and analyzing the complex
language of the text.

Promote Access to Complex Texts

« Texts are chunked into meaningful units and anchored by text-dependent questions.

« Questions are catalysts for partner discussion and allow teachers to check for understanding.

« Discussions allow students to practice text-specific vocabulary and language structures.

« Teachers are encouraged to use students” home language to support them in negotiating texts.
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» Understanding shades of meaning.
« Analyzing multiple-meaning words.
« Leveraging cognates.

« Unpacking complex sentences.

* Bncourage students to look Inside the word for
word parts that are cognates In thelr home

language. EL




