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Guidance Overview 
As stated in the Indiana Department of Education’s 2025–2026 Formative (Interim) Assessment 
Grant Guidance, formative and interim assessment data play a vital role in helping schools 
provide effective support to students. i-Ready assessments have been approved for use as a 
formative (interim) assessment within the state and provide valuable insights into students’ 
reading and math performance. This data enables educators to identify instructional next 
steps and tailor instruction to meet individual learning needs. The following guidance details 
how educators can leverage i-Ready for this purpose. To learn more about how i-Ready is 
being used across Indiana, visit the State Use Library. 
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https://www.in.gov/doe/files/2025-2026-Formative-Interim-Assessment-Grant-Guidance.pdf
https://www.in.gov/doe/files/2025-2026-Formative-Interim-Assessment-Grant-Guidance.pdf
http://www.curriculumassociates.com/State-use-library
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Guidance Summary 

 

Assessment Process 
The following figure provides an overview of how i-Ready can be used as a formative (interim) 
assessment in Indiana. However, this guidance is not intended to supersede any state or local provisions.  
 

 
  

 

Authority  
 

Indiana Department of Education 
 

 

Law/Code/Guidance 
 

IC 20-32-5.1-17; 2025-2026 Formative (Interim) Assessment Grant Guidance 
 

Goal of Screening  
 

“Indiana’s Formative (Interim) Assessment Grant provides funding to schools 
for approved formative (interim) assessment programs and specific 
universal reading screeners (that meet legislative requirements) to increase 
data-driven instructional practices and enrich learning for all students.” 
(2025-2026 Formative (Interim) Assessment Grant Guidance, p. 1) 
 

 

Grades and  
Assessments   

 

Districts using i-Ready as a formative (interim) assessment should 
administer the i-Ready Diagnostic to students in Grades K–2. 
 
Per IDOE, students in Grades 3–8 will be administered the ILEARN Through Year 
Assessment System (2025-2026 Formative (Interim) Assessment Grant 
Guidance, p. 2) 

 

Times of Year 
 

 

The i-Ready Diagnostic can be administered three times per year in the fall, 
winter, and spring. 

 

Overview of 
Assessment Process 

 

Step 1: Administer the i-Ready Diagnostic to students. 
Step 2: Examine students’ Diagnostic results using i-Ready reports to 
determine areas of instructional priority. 
Step 3: Leverage individualized instructional resources to inform next steps.  

https://iga.in.gov/laws/2025/ic/titles/20#20-32-5.1-17
https://www.in.gov/doe/files/2025-2026-Formative-Interim-Assessment-Grant-Guidance.pdf
https://www.in.gov/doe/files/2025-2026-Formative-Interim-Assessment-Grant-Guidance.pdf
https://www.in.gov/doe/files/2025-2026-Formative-Interim-Assessment-Grant-Guidance.pdf
https://www.in.gov/doe/files/2025-2026-Formative-Interim-Assessment-Grant-Guidance.pdf
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Step 1: Administer the i-Ready Diagnostic to students in Grades K–2. 

Administer the i-Ready Diagnostic for Reading and/or Mathematics to students using the steps found in 
Grades K–2 as a formative (interim) assessment. For information on how to administer the Diagnostic, 
see How do I assign or cancel a Diagnostic?  
 
For students taking the Diagnostic, norming windows are provided for the fall, winter, and spring. The 
season that a Diagnostic is associated with, as well as the percentile rank associated with Diagnostic 
scale scores, will differ across the following windows:  
 

i-Ready Norming Windows 
Fall   Winter   Spring   

Beginning of the school year  
 until November 15  

November 16–  
March 1  

March 2 until the end of   
the school year  

 
Step 2: Examine students’ Diagnostic results using i-Ready reports to determine areas 
of instructional priority. 

After students complete the i-Ready Diagnostic, educators can utilize students’ overall and domain-level 
results to determine which math and reading skills to focus on. 
 
Overall Scores  
Overall results on the Diagnostic are 
conveyed through a scale score as 
well as a criterion-referenced grade-
level placement. This vertical scale 
score provides a measure of student 
learning on a single scale so 
educators can compare both within 
and across grades. The placement 
levels can be used to better 
understand what students can likely 
do after taking the math or reading 
assessment. 
 
Domain-Level Scores 
Results are available for both math 
and reading at the domain level, 
offering educators detailed insights 
into student performance. For each 
skill assessed by the Diagnostic, 
educators receive both a scale score and a grade-level placement. This domain-level data helps 
answer the question: “What are my students’ strengths, and where do they need additional support?” 
 
  

 

https://login.i-ready.com/central/faq/how-do-i-assign-or-cancel-a-diagnostic-or-evaluacion-diagnostica-de-lectura-en-espanol-teachers
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i-Ready Report Levels 
See the following table for more information on the various reports available for i-Ready Diagnostic 
results. 

Diagnostic Results Reports 
Population  Navigation Path More Information 

Individual Student Reports 
Reports > Student > Diagnostic > 

Diagnostic Results   

Reference Sheet: Diagnostic 
Results: Student: Reading   
Reference Sheet: Diagnostic 
Results: Student: Mathematics 

Class-Level Reports 
Reports > Class > Diagnostic > 

Diagnostic Results  

Reference Sheet: Diagnostic 
Results: Class: Reading   
Reference Sheet: Diagnostic 
Results: Class: Mathematics 

District-/School-Level Reports 

(Available for administrators only) 

Reports > District/School > 
Diagnostic > Diagnostic Results  

Reference Sheet: Diagnostic 
Results: District/School 

 
 

 

 
Step 3: Leverage individualized instructional resources to inform next steps. 

Instructional Resources 
After selecting a specific domain 
within a student’s Diagnostic Results 
report, educators will have access 
to a developmental analysis as well 
as Can Dos and Next Steps. 
Contained in this section are Tools 
for Instruction. These short, targeted 
lesson plans are available for 
reading and math to help guide 
teacher-led instruction that is tied 
directly to students' skills needs and 
areas for improvement. 
 

 

  

 

Tip: To assist in planning differentiated instruction, the Instructional Groupings report 
uses students’ Diagnostic results to group them by instructional need and provide 
instructional recommendations and resources for each grouping. 

 
 

https://cdn.bfldr.com/LS6J0F7/at/j7x9qc37mrr67prvj6ggqw6/iready-reference-sheet-diagnostic-results-student-reading.pdf
https://cdn.bfldr.com/LS6J0F7/at/j7x9qc37mrr67prvj6ggqw6/iready-reference-sheet-diagnostic-results-student-reading.pdf
https://cdn.bfldr.com/LS6J0F7/at/x7bk3c2v2wtz8fffqr6t3hpk/iready-reference-sheet-diagnostic-results-student-math.pdf
https://cdn.bfldr.com/LS6J0F7/at/x7bk3c2v2wtz8fffqr6t3hpk/iready-reference-sheet-diagnostic-results-student-math.pdf
https://cdn.bfldr.com/LS6J0F7/at/36xwhk7wsf5m79swgkfxg/iready-reference-sheet-diagnostic-results-class-reading.pdf
https://cdn.bfldr.com/LS6J0F7/at/36xwhk7wsf5m79swgkfxg/iready-reference-sheet-diagnostic-results-class-reading.pdf
https://cdn.bfldr.com/LS6J0F7/at/v32bn965j87fqsw43ftcqfmq/iready-reference-sheet-diagnostic-results-class-math.pdf
https://cdn.bfldr.com/LS6J0F7/at/v32bn965j87fqsw43ftcqfmq/iready-reference-sheet-diagnostic-results-class-math.pdf
https://cdn.bfldr.com/LS6J0F7/at/wq5fq8n6tp6n6f7765xr4jr/iready-reference-sheet-diagnostic-results-admin-2021.pdf
https://cdn.bfldr.com/LS6J0F7/at/wq5fq8n6tp6n6f7765xr4jr/iready-reference-sheet-diagnostic-results-admin-2021.pdf
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Reporting for Families 
For districts looking to communicate assessment results 
with families, the For Families report is available. This 
report summarizes each student’s i-Ready Diagnostic 
results in a family-friendly way and offers suggestions to 
support their learning at home. This report is available 
for you to print and, if enabled, can be viewed by family 
members digitally on the student dashboard. 
 
For information on what the For Families report contains, 
please see Understanding Your Student’s i-Ready 
Diagnostic Results—Reference Sheet (English). This 
resource is also available in a variety of other languages. 
For more details on reporting i-Ready information to 
families, please visit Success Central.  

 

https://login.i-ready.com/central/Search?resource=c3e9a6cb-d49c-4642-9cc5-01ff80aeaf98
https://login.i-ready.com/central/Search?resource=c3e9a6cb-d49c-4642-9cc5-01ff80aeaf98
https://login.i-ready.com/central/
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Appendix A: Frequently Asked Questions 
How do I assign the i-Ready Diagnostic?  
For guidance on how to assign the i-Ready Diagnostic, please see How do I assign or cancel a 
Diagnostic? on Success Central. If additional assistance is needed in this process, please reach out to 
your Partner Success Manager. 
 
How do I view i-Ready Diagnostic results? 
Diagnostic results are available at the student, class/report group, grade, school, and district levels. To 
find these reports, select Reports in the top navigation menu, then select Diagnostic on the left side of the 
dropdown box, and select Reading underneath Diagnostic Results. For more information on accessing 
Diagnostic results, please see How do I view class and student Diagnostic results? on Success Central.   
 
What are i-Ready Grade-Level Placements?   
Grade-level placements provide an indication of a student’s performance based on grade level. It is 
determined based on specific scale score ranges for each chronological grade, and students receive a 
placement that indicates if they are above grade level, on grade level, one grade level below, or two or 
more grade levels below. Early, mid, and late on-grade level sub-placements are also available for 
students who are placing at their current grade level. For more information on grade-level placements in 
i-Ready, see i-Ready Diagnostic Grades K–12 Scale Score Placement Tables. 
 
What instructional next steps can I take now that the i-Ready Diagnostic is complete?  
As part of a district's systematic approach to intervention, data from the i-Ready Diagnostic can be used 
to support the intervention efforts of educators. Our guide, 10 Steps: Using i-Ready Diagnostic for 
Intervention helps walk educators through interpreting and acting upon their students’ Diagnostic data.   
 
What accommodations and accessibility features are available within i-Ready?  
i-Ready Assessment offers a variety of accessibility features, including universal supports, designated 
supports, and accommodations. For more information on these features, please see our i-Ready 
Assessment Accessibility home page.  
 
 

https://login.i-ready.com/central/faq/how-do-i-assign-or-cancel-a-diagnostic-or-evaluacion-diagnostica-de-lectura-en-espanol-teachers
https://login.i-ready.com/central/faq/how-do-i-assign-or-cancel-a-diagnostic-or-evaluacion-diagnostica-de-lectura-en-espanol-teachers
https://login.i-ready.com/central/faq/how-do-i-view-class-and-student-diagnostic-or-evaluacion-diagnostica-results
https://login.i-ready.com/central/Search?resource=327e3865-fc38-424b-9b7f-027888bf3c0c
https://cdn.bfldr.com/LS6J0F7/as/q346nwp3hjvp5h7gsvp996s/i-Ready_Intervention_Flowchart_Placemat
https://cdn.bfldr.com/LS6J0F7/as/q346nwp3hjvp5h7gsvp996s/i-Ready_Intervention_Flowchart_Placemat
https://www.curriculumassociates.com/reviews/ireadyaccessibility/i-ready-assessment
https://www.curriculumassociates.com/reviews/ireadyaccessibility/i-ready-assessment

