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An Introduction to i-Ready
As a dedicated educator, you likely want nothing but the best for your students. You have sought ways to enhance 
their learning experiences and tailor your instruction to their unique needs. Over the years, you probably relied on 
assessments to gauge their progress and identify areas for improvement.

If your district has recently made the transition from using mClass to the i-Ready Assessment suite, you likely have 
many questions. How is administering i-Ready different from administering mClass? Do they measure the same 
things? What scores on i-Ready are like the scores you know and trust from mClass? What i-Ready reports are like those 
from mClass that you’ve been using to help your students?

The i-Ready Assessment suite is a dynamic and engaging platform that not only assesses students’ knowledge and skills 
but also provides personalized instruction to bridge learning gaps. The heart of the assessment suite is the i-Ready 
Diagnostic assessment, and there are additional assessments in the suite to evaluate student performance on key 
academic standards, assess and support critical foundational literacy skills, and understand the needs of and provide 
support to Spanish-speaking students. 

The most commonly used assessments from the i-Ready Assessment suite that are comparable to mClass are 
the i-Ready Diagnostic and i-Ready Literacy Tasks. This guide will provide information to help you transition from 
using mClass to using the Diagnostic and Literacy Tasks so you can better understand your students, cater to 
their unique strengths and weaknesses, and support their growth and development.

i-Ready Diagnostic 
(Grades K–12)

i-Ready Growth Model (Grades K–8)

i-Ready Diagnostic for Mathematics in 
Spanish (Grades K–12)

i-Ready Growth Monitoring  
(Grades K–8)

i-Ready Tools for  
Instruction (Grades K–8)

i-Ready Standards Mastery
Evaluate Student Performance on Key  
Academic Standards

i-Ready Standards Mastery Available for Grades 2–8

i-Ready Literacy Tasks
Focus Support on Foundational Literacy Skills

i-Ready Literacy Tasks Available for Grades K–6 in Both 
English and Spanish

i-Ready Assessment of Spanish Reading
Empower Students with Tools to Support Them

i-Ready Assessment of Spanish Reading Available for 
Grades K–8

Amplify mCLASS® is a registered trademark of Amplify Education, Inc.
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Uses: One Powerful Program to Know More
As you transition from using mClass to using i-Ready, you’re probably wondering, “Will i-Ready do what I was able to 
do with mClass?”

While mClass is frequently used for tailored purposes, including screening and monitoring interventions, i-Ready 
Diagnostic is often used for many purposes. In fact, educators often find they can address the majority of their 
assessment needs using the i-Ready Assessment suite as opposed to administering assessments from many providers. 
In this way, i-Ready is one powerful program that helps you know more about your students.

Some of the needs for which i-Ready is often used are listed below.

Screening and Placement

 ✓ Algebra Readiness

 ✓ English Learner Reclassification Data

 ✓ Gifted/Talented Identification

 ✓ Intervention (RTI/MTSS) Identification

 ✓ Third Grade Reading Guarantee

 ✓ Universal Screener for Reading/Mathematics

 ✓ Dyslexia Risk-Factor Screening

Informing Classroom Instruction

 ✓ Interim/Benchmark Assessment

 ✓ Standards Performance

 ✓ Growth Measures

 ✓ Instructional Planning Data for Scaffolding

 ✓ Automatic Small Groups and Reading 
Buddies

 ✓ Student/Teacher/School Goal-Setting Data

 ✓ Custom Data Analytics

Intervention and Acceleration

 ✓ MTSS/RTI/Intervention Screener

 ✓ Progress/Growth Monitoring

 ✓ Understanding Student Prerequisite Skills

District Strategic Needs

 ✓ Accountability

 ✓ High Correlations with State Tests

 ✓ Triannual Benchmark Assessment
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Content: Measuring What Matters
Although DIBELS 8th Edition, administered through mClass, and i-Ready Diagnostic both assess literacy skills, the scope 
and approach to measuring those skills differ across the two assessments. DIBELS measures a collection of highly 
targeted skills, mostly related to fluency. The i-Ready Literacy Tasks measure key fluency skills in a similar way to mClass’s 
approach to fluency. i-Ready Diagnostic, on the other hand, measures a broad set of skills across literacy domains.

Because i-Ready Diagnostic is an adaptive assessment, it is able to evaluate a much broader set of skills than can be 
measured through a one-on-one-administered assessment alone. The Diagnostic holistically assesses much more 
content and therefore provides much more information in reports beyond a focus on fluency. When the Diagnostic 
is paired with the Literacy Tasks, students experience an assessment with both breadth and depth, unlike what is 
currently offered by mClass.

Phonological Awareness

Letter Naming 
Fluency

Letter Sound 
Fluency

Word Recognition 
Fluency

Pseudoword Decoding  
(Fluency and Multisyllabic)

Passage Reading 
Fluency

Rapid Automatized 
Naming

Phonological Awareness Spelling and Encoding

Reading skills are assessed in six key domains on the i-Ready Diagnostic for Reading:

Additionally, when the Diagnostic is coupled with the i-Ready Literacy Tasks, many of the same fluency-, phonological 
awareness-, and spelling/encoding-related concepts measured in mClass and similar assessments can be assessed and 
provide educators with an even more robust understanding of their students’ academic placements and needs.

Phonics High-Frequency Words

Vocabulary
Comprehension: 

Literature
Comprehension: 

Informational Text

For more information, see i-Ready Diagnostic: What It Measures and the i-Ready Literacy Tasks Fact Sheet.

https://cdn.bfldr.com/LS6J0F7/as/9kkp35gxsm3mffhv96rrp6n/iready-deep-dive-iready-diagnostic-what-it-measures
https://cdn.bfldr.com/LS6J0F7/at/2qchpw2nks8tjcq69twtjwwv/iready-literacy-tasks-fact-sheet-English.pdf?format=pdf
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Content: Measuring What Matters
While DIBELS and the i-Ready Literacy Tasks measure many of the same concepts, educators need more literacy 
information beyond fluency. The i-Ready Diagnostic assessment measures additional critical literacy concepts, 
providing educators with a holistic view of a student’s literacy proficiency. When both i-Ready Diagnostic and  
i-Ready Literacy Tasks are administered, educators have a complete picture of reading ability and are able to make  
more informed instructional decisions.

Reading Concept
mClass 

(DIBELS 8th Edition)
i-Ready Assessment

Overall Phonics Proficiency Yes—through the i-Ready Diagnostic Phonics domain

Overall Phonological 
Awareness Proficiency

Yes—through the i-Ready Diagnostic Phonological 
Awareness domain

Vocabulary
Yes—through the i-Ready Diagnostic Vocabulary 
domain

Sight Words
Yes—through the i-Ready Diagnostic High-Frequency 
Words domain

Comprehension
Yes—through the 
MAZE subtest

Yes—through the i-Ready Diagnostic Comprehension 
domains

Oral Reading Fluency
Yes—through the 
ORF subtest

Yes—through the i-Ready Literacy Task for Passage 
Reading Fluency

Word Recognition Fluency
Yes—through the 
WRF subtest

Yes—through the i-Ready Literacy Task for Word 
Recognition Fluency 

Nonsense Word Fluency
Yes—through the 
NWF subtest

Yes—through the i-Ready Literacy Task for Nonsense 
Word Fluency

Phonemic Segmentation 
Fluency

Yes—through the 
PSF subtest

Yes—through the i-Ready Literacy Task for Phoneme 
Segmentation Fluency

Letter Naming Fluency
Yes—through the 
LNF subtest

Yes—through the i-Ready Literacy Task for Letter 
Naming Fluency 

Rapid Automatized Naming
Yes— through the i-Ready Literacy Tasks for Rapid 
Automatized Naming

For more information, see i-Ready Diagnostic: What It Measures and the i-Ready Literacy Tasks Fact Sheet.

https://cdn.bfldr.com/LS6J0F7/as/9kkp35gxsm3mffhv96rrp6n/iready-deep-dive-iready-diagnostic-what-it-measures
https://cdn.bfldr.com/LS6J0F7/at/2qchpw2nks8tjcq69twtjwwv/iready-literacy-tasks-fact-sheet-English.pdf?format=pdf
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Implementation
The approaches to implementing mClass and the i-Ready Literacy Tasks are somewhat similar as they are both one-
on-one-administered assessments, while i-Ready Diagnostic is a fully computer-based assessment that can be group 
administered. 

Testing Method

At this time, the i-Ready Literacy Tasks are fully paper based, but there are extensive data-
entry and reporting options available in the i-Ready system for the tasks. The i-Ready 
Diagnostic is an adaptive, computer-based assessment.

Approach to Administering

Like mClass, the i-Ready Literacy Tasks are administered one on one with a student. The 
i-Ready Diagnostic can be administered in a group setting or individually to students. All 
questions are presented on the screen and are automatically scored by the computer. 

Test Duration

The test length for each DIBELS subtest is, in many cases, analogous to the length of 
administering each i-Ready Literacy Task. Specifically, most i-Ready Literacy Tasks are  
one minute in length. For specific task administration lengths, see the i-Ready Literacy 
Tasks Fact Sheet.

The i-Ready Diagnostic for Reading tends to take about 45 minutes to administer, but it 
is often around 20 minutes for younger students. For more on i-Ready Diagnostic’s test 
length and scheduling suggestions, see i-Ready Diagnostic: Guidance on 
Assessment Duration. 

Frequency of Administration

The i-Ready Literacy Tasks can be administered at a similar frequency to what you might 
be already familiar with when using mClass. There are two types of Literacy Tasks: The 
Benchmark Tasks can be administered up to three times per year, and the Progress 
Monitoring Tasks can be administered throughout the year (often weekly or biweekly). 
The i-Ready Diagnostic, on the other hand, is generally administered three times per year 
as a benchmark assessment. 

https://cdn.bfldr.com/LS6J0F7/at/2qchpw2nks8tjcq69twtjwwv/iready-literacy-tasks-fact-sheet-English.pdf?format=pdf
https://cdn.bfldr.com/LS6J0F7/at/2qchpw2nks8tjcq69twtjwwv/iready-literacy-tasks-fact-sheet-English.pdf?format=pdf
https://cdn.bfldr.com/LS6J0F7/at/hrpqmgsx7xfcnct868xpfmgj/iready-faq-diagnostic-duration-2021.pdf?format=pdf.
https://cdn.bfldr.com/LS6J0F7/at/hrpqmgsx7xfcnct868xpfmgj/iready-faq-diagnostic-duration-2021.pdf?format=pdf.
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Scores
While there are some differences between the scores available from mClass DIBELS 8th Edition, i-Ready Literacy Tasks, 
and i-Ready Diagnostic, and scores among the assessments are generally not directly comparable, there are some 
similarities between some scores on each assessment that can help you transition from one assessment to the other. 
For example, the assessments all offer numeric scores and placement levels associated with these scores.

The table below shows the scores available from each assessment that are most similar for each score type. For 
example, if you are used to using mClass’s benchmark placement levels, with i-Ready Literacy Tasks you can use 
Literacy Task placements, and for i-Ready Diagnostic you can use the grade-level placements.

While these scores are not the same—for example, any norms available from mClass are not mathematically the same 
as the i-Ready Diagnostic norms—the scores provide some insight into how students are normatively performing.

Score Type
mClass  

DIBELS 8th Edition i-Ready Diagnostic i-Ready Literacy Tasks

Overall 
Score(s)

Composite and subtest-
specific scores

i-Ready Diagnostic 
overall score and 
domain-specific scores

Literacy Task score 
(and Words Correct 
per Minute for Passage 
Reading Fluency)

Placement 
Levels

Benchmark scores (e.g., 
above benchmark, at 
benchmark, below 
benchmark, well below 
benchmark)

Grade-level placements 
(e.g., Mid On Grade 
Level, Early On Grade 
Level, One Grade Level 
Below, Two or More 
Grade Levels Below)

Literacy Task placements 
(e.g., On, Below, Above)

Norms

Percentile ranks 
(associated with the test-
taking population, also 
known as local norms)

National norms 
(developed to be 
representative of 
the national student 
population)

Norm ranges for Passage 
Reading Fluency

For more information, see i-Ready Diagnostic: What It Measures and the i-Ready Literacy Tasks Fact Sheet.

https://cdn.bfldr.com/LS6J0F7/as/9kkp35gxsm3mffhv96rrp6n/iready-deep-dive-iready-diagnostic-what-it-measures
https://cdn.bfldr.com/LS6J0F7/at/2qchpw2nks8tjcq69twtjwwv/iready-literacy-tasks-fact-sheet-English.pdf?format=pdf
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Reports
The reports available from mClass and i-Ready Diagnostic are often seen by educators as being quite different. 
Although both assessments’ reports convey information about what a student knows and can do, the look and feel of 
the reports provide information in different ways.

Purpose: Get an Overall Sense of Student Proficiency

With mClass, you may 
have used the Class 
Progress Summary and 
Student History reports.

With i-Ready Diagnostic, you can similarly use the Diagnostic 
Results report, which provides information at the district, 
school, class, and student levels. Additional reports include:

• Diagnostic Growth

• Instructional Groupings

• Grade-Level Planning (Prerequisites)—Mathematics

• Grade-Level Planning (Scaffolding)—Reading

• Standards Performance

With i-Ready Literacy Tasks, you can use the Literacy Tasks 
reports, which provide information at the class and student 
levels. These reports, coupled with the Diagnostic Results 
report, provide the most complete information available.

Student

PA PH HFW VOC LIT INFO

DateScale
Score

Overall
Placement

Showing 20 of 20 Choose Your Column:

Class/Report Group

Grade 1, Section 1

Diagnostic Results 

Subject

Reading

PDF

5-Level Placement3-Level Placement

Enhanced

Diagnostic

Placement by Domain

Diagnostic 1

08/01/24–09/01/24

A. McFaddenAssess & Teach HelpRosters Reports

The Mapping between 5-Level and 3-Level Placements

2 Students

9%
Mid or Above
Grade Level

2 Students

9%
Early On
Grade Level

14 Students

64%
One Grade 
Level Below

3 Students

14%
Two Grade
Levels Below

0 Students

0%
Three or More
Grade Levels Below

1 Student

5%
Not Completed

Overall Placement

Phonological Awareness (PA) 

Phonics (PH) 

High-Frequency Words (HFW) 

Vocabulary (VOC) 

Comprehension: Literature (LIT) 

Comprehension: Informational Text (INFO)

*Students not completed are not included.
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Class Progress Summary - DIBELS 8th Edition
District: Example District
School: Example School 1
Grade: Fifth Grade
Year: 2019-2020
Class: 5th.example.A
ORF-Words Correct: Oral Reading Fluency - Words Correct ORF-Errors: Oral Reading Fluency - Errors ORF-Accuracy: Oral Reading Fluency - Accuracy Maze-Adjusted:
Maze - Adjusted Score Composite: DIBELS 8 Composite Score 

Student
Beginning
ORF-Words Correct ORF-Errors ORF-Accuracy Maze-Adjusted Composite

End
ORF-Words Correct ORF-Errors ORF-Accuracy Maze-Adjusted Composite

A, Jimmy       69 10       87%       8       301       105 0       100%       27       419

D, Ernie       85 8       91%       14       318       115 0       100%       33       429

F, Rosalia       98 7       93%       16       330       119 0       100%       35       433

C, Maria       96 6       94%       12       328       126 0       100%       31       439

G, Estelle       112 5       96%       17       344       129 0       100%       36       443

E, Ric       101 7       94%       14       333       135 0       100%       33       448

U, Victor       123 3       98%       20.5       355       136 1       99%       39.5       450

M, Fausto       119 2       98%       22       351       137 0       100%       41       451

N, Eldon       126 2       98%       20.5       358       139 1       99%       39.5       453

Y, Rita       96 5       95%       18.5       329       139 1       99%       37.5       453

H, Estafani       112 4       97%       18       344       140 0       100%       37       454

I, Francis       116 11       91%       11       347       141 0       100%       30       454

K, Azura       144 4       97%       25       376       142 0       100%       44       456

L, Joel       128 5       96%       16       359       147 0       100%       35       460

O, John       152 2       99%       15       382       149 0       100%       34       462

P, James       126 3       98%       17       357       149 0       100%       36       462

Q, Huang       132 7       95%       30       365       153 2       99%       49       468

W, Gerry       110 5       96%       24.5       343       155 1       99%       43.5       469

S, Ralph       118 3       98%       31       352       156 2       99%       50       471

J, Wang       127 3       98%       21.5       359       160 1       99%       40.5       473

Mean: 114.5   5.1    95%  18.6 346.6 138.6   0.5   100%  37.6 452.4

Legend Core^ Support Core Support Strategic Support Intensive Support 
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Student History
C, Ryan

Student Information
First Name: Ryan
Last Name: C
Student ID: 451133
Date of Birth: 02/22/2015

Class Information
District: Example District
School: Example School 1
Grade: First Grade
Year: 2021-2022
Class: 1st.example.A

Student Rostering
Year Grade Class Name Class Type School Progress Monitoring Subscriptions
2021-2022 1st 1st.example.A Primary Example School 1 No

2021-2022 1st Grade 1 Reading Group Secondary Example School 1 No

2020-2021 K K.example.B Primary Example School 1 No

Student Benchmark Assessment Data
Legend
MD (Missing data) measure n/a for period benchmark n/a for measure Intensive Support Strategic Support Core Support Core^ Support 

Students scoring below the 40th percentile on easyCBM measures can be considered at some risk for poor outcomes. Students scoring below the 20th
percentile can be considered at risk. Note that the 40th and 20th percentile points are recommendations but not firm cutpoints.

2021-2022, First Grade

Assessment Measure
Period

Beg Mid End
DIBELS 8th Edition LNF 42 54 66

DIBELS 8th Edition PSF 19 40 47

DIBELS 8th Edition NWF-CLS 25 45 52

DIBELS 8th Edition NWF-WRC 2 13 11

DIBELS 8th Edition WRF 15 40 52

DIBELS 8th Edition ORF-Words Correct 18 56 75

DIBELS 8th Edition ORF-Errors 8 4 1

DIBELS 8th Edition ORF-Accuracy 69% 93% 99%

DIBELS 8th Edition Composite 331 407 464

2020-2021, Kindergarten

Assessment Measure
Period

Beg Mid End
DIBELS 8th Edition LNF 23 21 36

DIBELS 8th Edition PSF 8 25 38

DIBELS 8th Edition NWF-CLS 11 27 40

DIBELS 8th Edition NWF-WRC 1 2 7

DIBELS 8th Edition WRF 2 6 10

DIBELS 8th Edition Composite 308 364 425

Confidential. ©2021 Amplify Education, Inc. All rights reserved. DIBELS® is a registered trademark of the University of Oregon.11/12/2021, 1

Literacy Tasks PDFLiteracy Tasks

Subject

Reading

Class/Report Group

Reading Class A

Task Type

Passage Reading Fluency

Language

English 

Benchmark Assessments View Progress Monitoring Status
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DateForm

KeyKey
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Grade 5

Grade 5
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09/18/24

09/18/24

09/18/24

09/18/24

09/18/24

01/16/25

09/18/24

–
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For more information, see the i-Ready Report Selector.
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Placement by Domain

Phonics High-Frequency 
Words

Vocabulary Comprehension: 
Literature

Comprehension:
Informational Text

Tested Out Grade 3
514

Tested Out
561
Grade 4

547
Grade 4

519
Grade 3

Developmental Analysis

This domain addresses Danielle's understanding of informational text. Results indicate that Danielle would likely benefit from instruction in Grade 3 informational skills 
and strategies such as analyzing cause-and-effect relationships and determining main idea. Teach a variety of informational genres, including biographies, 
autobiographies, and newspaper or magazine articles.

Results in Phonics indicate that Danielle has difficulty decoding words accurately. Vocabulary is another cause for concern. This score indicates that Danielle has areas of
need in grade-level word knowledge. Targeting Phonics and Vocabulary instruction is the best way to support this student’s growth as a reader. Taken together, this 
information places Danielle in Instructional Grouping 1. 

Diagnostic 1

560
     Grade 4
09/14/23

Danielle Baker Grade 5Diagnostic Results

Subject

Reading

Diagnostic

Diagnostic 1 (09/14/23)

Diagnostic 1

National Norm 
52nd Percentile

Lexile Range:

730L–880L

Lexile® Reading 
Measure:

830L

National Norm Performance and Lexile® Framework for Reading Measure

Understanding Lexile Reading Measures

The Lexile® Find a Book tool enables you to search for books by grade, 
interest, and Lexile measure. You can view a book’s most challenging 
words and build a customized reading list. Search for books and see 
additional Lexile tools now at Hub.Lexile.com.

How to Use the Lexile Find a Book Tool

Lexile® is a trademark of MetaMetrics. Inc, and is registered in the United States and abroad. Copyright © 2023 MetaMetrics, Inc. All rights reserved.

This Diagnostic is considered the
baseline and is used to establish

Growth Measures for this student.

On Grade Level (579–640)

Mid On Grade Level (606)

Regina MooreAssess & Teach HelpRosters Reports

Phonological 
Awareness*

Phonics*

High-Frequency Words*

Vocabulary

Comprehension: 
Literature

Comprehension:  
Informational Text

Tested Out

Grade 3

Tested Out

Grade 4

Grade 4

Grade 3

Overall Grade 4 (560)
Standard Error +/- 12

Domain Placement
Can Dos &
Next Steps

*Foundational DomainsShow Comprehension: Overall

Typical Growth: The average 
annual growth for a student at this 
grade and placement level on their 
baseline Diagnostic. 

Stretch Growth®

Stretch Growth: An ambitious, but 
attainable, level of annual growth 
that puts students who are below 
grade level on a path toward 
proficiency. 

Typical Growth

The average annual growth for a 
student at this grade and 
placement level on their baseline 
Diagnostic. 

Stretch Growth®

An ambitious, but attainable, level 
of annual growth that puts 
students who are below grade level 
on a path toward proficiency. 

Typical Growth
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640
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Stretch 590
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Placement by Domain

Phonics High-Frequency 
Words

Vocabulary Comprehension: 
Literature

Comprehension:
Informational Text

Tested Out Grade 3
514

Tested Out
561
Grade 4

547
Grade 4

519
Grade 3

Developmental Analysis

This domain addresses Danielle's understanding of informational text. Results indicate that Danielle would likely benefit from instruction in Grade 3 informational skills 
and strategies such as analyzing cause-and-effect relationships and determining main idea. Teach a variety of informational genres, including biographies, 
autobiographies, and newspaper or magazine articles.

Results in Phonics indicate that Danielle has difficulty decoding words accurately. Vocabulary is another cause for concern. This score indicates that Danielle has areas of
need in grade-level word knowledge. Targeting Phonics and Vocabulary instruction is the best way to support this student’s growth as a reader. Taken together, this 
information places Danielle in Instructional Grouping 1. 
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Understanding Lexile Reading Measures

The Lexile® Find a Book tool enables you to search for books by grade, 
interest, and Lexile measure. You can view a book’s most challenging 
words and build a customized reading list. Search for books and see 
additional Lexile tools now at Hub.Lexile.com.

How to Use the Lexile Find a Book Tool

Lexile® is a trademark of MetaMetrics. Inc, and is registered in the United States and abroad. Copyright © 2023 MetaMetrics, Inc. All rights reserved.
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519
Grade 3

Developmental Analysis

This domain addresses Danielle's understanding of informational text. Results indicate that Danielle would likely benefit from instruction in Grade 3 informational skills 
and strategies such as analyzing cause-and-effect relationships and determining main idea. Teach a variety of informational genres, including biographies, 
autobiographies, and newspaper or magazine articles.

Results in Phonics indicate that Danielle has difficulty decoding words accurately. Vocabulary is another cause for concern. This score indicates that Danielle has areas of
need in grade-level word knowledge. Targeting Phonics and Vocabulary instruction is the best way to support this student’s growth as a reader. Taken together, this 
information places Danielle in Instructional Grouping 1. 
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Understanding Lexile Reading Measures

The Lexile® Find a Book tool enables you to search for books by grade, 
interest, and Lexile measure. You can view a book’s most challenging 
words and build a customized reading list. Search for books and see 
additional Lexile tools now at Hub.Lexile.com.

How to Use the Lexile Find a Book Tool

Lexile® is a trademark of MetaMetrics. Inc, and is registered in the United States and abroad. Copyright © 2023 MetaMetrics, Inc. All rights reserved.
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Developmental Analysis

This domain addresses Danielle's understanding of informational text. Results indicate that Danielle would likely benefit from instruction in Grade 3 informational skills 
and strategies such as analyzing cause-and-effect relationships and determining main idea. Teach a variety of informational genres, including biographies, 
autobiographies, and newspaper or magazine articles.

Results in Phonics indicate that Danielle has difficulty decoding words accurately. Vocabulary is another cause for concern. This score indicates that Danielle has areas of
need in grade-level word knowledge. Targeting Phonics and Vocabulary instruction is the best way to support this student’s growth as a reader. Taken together, this 
information places Danielle in Instructional Grouping 1. 
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The Lexile® Find a Book tool enables you to search for books by grade, 
interest, and Lexile measure. You can view a book’s most challenging 
words and build a customized reading list. Search for books and see 
additional Lexile tools now at Hub.Lexile.com.

How to Use the Lexile Find a Book Tool

Lexile® is a trademark of MetaMetrics. Inc, and is registered in the United States and abroad. Copyright © 2023 MetaMetrics, Inc. All rights reserved.
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Developmental Analysis

This domain addresses Danielle's understanding of informational text. Results indicate that Danielle would likely benefit from instruction in Grade 3 informational skills 
and strategies such as analyzing cause-and-effect relationships and determining main idea. Teach a variety of informational genres, including biographies, 
autobiographies, and newspaper or magazine articles.

Results in Phonics indicate that Danielle has difficulty decoding words accurately. Vocabulary is another cause for concern. This score indicates that Danielle has areas of
need in grade-level word knowledge. Targeting Phonics and Vocabulary instruction is the best way to support this student’s growth as a reader. Taken together, this 
information places Danielle in Instructional Grouping 1. 
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Understanding Lexile Reading Measures

The Lexile® Find a Book tool enables you to search for books by grade, 
interest, and Lexile measure. You can view a book’s most challenging 
words and build a customized reading list. Search for books and see 
additional Lexile tools now at Hub.Lexile.com.

How to Use the Lexile Find a Book Tool

Lexile® is a trademark of MetaMetrics. Inc, and is registered in the United States and abroad. Copyright © 2023 MetaMetrics, Inc. All rights reserved.

This Diagnostic is considered the
baseline and is used to establish

Growth Measures for this student.

On Grade Level (579–640)

Mid On Grade Level (606)

Regina MooreAssess & Teach HelpRosters Reports

Phonological 
Awareness*

Phonics*

High-Frequency Words*

Vocabulary

Comprehension: 
Literature

Comprehension:  
Informational Text

Tested Out

Grade 3

Tested Out

Grade 4

Grade 4

Grade 3

Overall Grade 4 (560)
Standard Error +/- 12

Domain Placement
Can Dos &
Next Steps

*Foundational DomainsShow Comprehension: Overall

Typical Growth: The average 
annual growth for a student at this 
grade and placement level on their 
baseline Diagnostic. 

Stretch Growth®

Stretch Growth: An ambitious, but 
attainable, level of annual growth 
that puts students who are below 
grade level on a path toward 
proficiency. 

Typical Growth

The average annual growth for a 
student at this grade and 
placement level on their baseline 
Diagnostic. 

Stretch Growth®

An ambitious, but attainable, level 
of annual growth that puts 
students who are below grade level 
on a path toward proficiency. 

Typical Growth

520 

640

Typical 576 

Stretch 590

Key

PDF

Phonological
Awareness

 

Placement by Domain

Phonics High-Frequency 
Words

Vocabulary Comprehension: 
Literature

Comprehension:
Informational Text

Tested Out Grade 3
514

Tested Out
561
Grade 4

547
Grade 4

519
Grade 3

Developmental Analysis

This domain addresses Danielle's understanding of informational text. Results indicate that Danielle would likely benefit from instruction in Grade 3 informational skills 
and strategies such as analyzing cause-and-effect relationships and determining main idea. Teach a variety of informational genres, including biographies, 
autobiographies, and newspaper or magazine articles.

Results in Phonics indicate that Danielle has difficulty decoding words accurately. Vocabulary is another cause for concern. This score indicates that Danielle has areas of
need in grade-level word knowledge. Targeting Phonics and Vocabulary instruction is the best way to support this student’s growth as a reader. Taken together, this 
information places Danielle in Instructional Grouping 1. 
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Understanding Lexile Reading Measures

The Lexile® Find a Book tool enables you to search for books by grade, 
interest, and Lexile measure. You can view a book’s most challenging 
words and build a customized reading list. Search for books and see 
additional Lexile tools now at Hub.Lexile.com.

How to Use the Lexile Find a Book Tool

Lexile® is a trademark of MetaMetrics. Inc, and is registered in the United States and abroad. Copyright © 2023 MetaMetrics, Inc. All rights reserved.
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Can Do

Developmental Analysis

Next Steps & Resources for Instruction

—  Extend understanding of cause and effect.
Extend understanding of cause and effect.
• Define effect as something that happens. Define cause as something that makese something else happen.
• Read aloud a Grade 3 informational book and model the thought process behind discovering cause-and-
    effect relationships.
• Say, “When I read, I think about things that happen and why those things happened.”
• Model asking and answering questions such as, “What happened?” and “Why did it happen?”
• Then have Danielle read an informational text in a small group. Remind the child to ask these same
    questions and to look for details in the text to find answers. 

Tools for Instruction
Identify Cause and Effect

Additional Resources
Magnetic Reading
Learn More

•   Grade 3
     Lesson 7: Group Survival
     Lesson 13: Travel Before and After Trains

—  Teach about author's point of view and purpose.
Support Danielle in applying these skills to Grade-Level 3 text:
• Determine an author's point of view in an informational text by looking for stated opinions.
• Distinguish one's own point of view from that of the author of the text.
• Determine an author's purpose for writing an informational text, including to inform, to 
 persuade, and to entertain.

Tools for Instruction
Determine Author’s Purpose

Additional Resources
Ready Reading instruction or digital access to Ready through Teacher Toolbox
Learn More

•   Grade 3
     Lesson 11: Author's Point of View

—  Provide additional strategies for determining word meaning.
Support Danielle in using these steps to figure out the meaning of unfamiliar words in 
Grade-Level 3 text: 
• Look around the word for context clues. 
• Break the word apart and look for clues in the parts (base word, prefix, suffix). 
• Guess the meaning of the word. 
• Try out the meaning in the original sentence and see if it makes sense in context. 
• Use the dictionary, if needed, to confirm this meaning. 

Tools for Instruction
Teach New Word Meanings
Use Context to Find Word Meaning

Additional Resources
Ready Reading instruction or digital access to Ready through Teacher Toolbox
Learn More

•   Grade 3
     Lesson 9: Unfamiliar Words
     Lesson 12: Words in Context

—  Build understanding of how to connect text and visuals.
Explain that readers get information from words in a text as well as from pictures, 
photographs, maps, and other types of illustrations.
• Using a Grade-Level 3 informational text containing plenty of visuals, model thinking about how the 
 visuals support the text and sometimes give additional information that does not appear in the text.
• Prompt Danielle to connect the text and visuals. Ask questions such as, “What do you see in the 
 illustration that matches what we just read about? What details in this illustration tell you more 
 about what we just read?”

Additional Resources
Ready Reading instruction or digital access to Ready through Teacher Toolbox
Learn More

•   Grade 3
     Lesson 17: Connecting Words and Pictures in Informational Text
     Lesson 21: Connecting Words and Pictures in Stories

—  Extend understanding of cause and effect. 
• Define effect as something that happens. Define cause as something that makes something 
 else happen. 
• Read aloud a Grade-Level 3 informational book and model the thought process behind discovering 
 cause-and-effect relationships. 
• Say, “When I read, I think about things that happen and why those things happen.” 
• Model asking and answering questions such as, “What happened?” and “Why did it happen?” 
• Then have Danielle read an informational text in a small group. Remind the child to ask these same 
 questions and to look for details in the text to find answers.

Tools for Instruction
Identify Cause and Effect

Additional Resources
Ready Reading instruction or digital access to Ready through Teacher Toolbox
Learn More

•   Grade 3
     Lesson 1: Ask and Answer Questions about Key Ideas
     Lesson 4: Describing Cause and Effect
     Lesson 5: Asking Questions about Stories

—  Develop understanding of using evidence to support inferences in 
Grade-Level 3 text. 
• Explain that readers must use evidence from a text to support inferences about the text. Evidence can 
 include words or phrases from the text, details from pictures and illustrations, and one's own prior 
 knowledge and experience. 
• Point out that readers often revise inferences as they read and gather more information. They consider 
 new details and ask themselves, “Does my previous inference still make sense with what I know now?”

Tools for Instruction
Make Inferences

Additional Resources
Ready Reading instruction or digital access to Ready through Teacher Toolbox
Learn More

•   Grade 3
    Lesson 18: Describing Connections between Sentences and Paragraphs

This domain addresses Danielle's understanding of informational text. Results indicate that Danielle needs instruction in Grade-Level 3 informational skills and strategies, 
such as identifying and evaluating an author's point of view or purpose, as well as analyzing cause-and-effect relationships.Teach a variety of informational genres, 
including biographies, autobiographies, and newspaper or magazine articles.

Results in Phonics indicate that Danielle has difficulty decoding words accurately. Vocabulary is another cause for concern. This score indicates that Danielle has areas of
need in grade-level word knowledge. Targeting Phonics and Vocabulary instruction is the best way to support this student’s growth as a reader. Taken together, this 
information places Danielle in Instructional Grouping 1.
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Diagnostic 1 (09/14/21)

Danielle is developing proficiency with below-grade 
level informational texts in skills such as:
• Demonstrating understanding of key ideas 
   and details
• Using text features to locate information
• Identifying reasons that support an author’s point
• Retelling the most important ideas
• Comparing and contrasting information between 
   two texts

Standards

Diagnostic 1

The average annual growth for a 
student at this grade and 
placement level.

Stretch Growth

An ambitious but attainable level of 
annual growth that puts on-grade 
level students on a path toward 
achieve/maintain advanced 
proficiency levels.

Typical Growth
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52nd Percentile

Lexile Range:

730L–880L

Lexile Reading Measure:

830L

National Norm Performance and Lexile® Framework for Reading Measure

Understanding Lexile Reading Measures

The Lexile Find a Book tool enables you to search for books by grade, 
interest, and Lexile measure. You can view a book’s most challenging 
words and build a customized reading list. Search for books and see 
additional Lexile tools now at Hub.Lexile.com.

How to Use the Lexile Find a Book Tool
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Developmental Analysis

This domain addresses Danielle's understanding of informational text. Results indicate that Danielle would likely benefit from instruction in Grade 3 informational skills 
and strategies such as analyzing cause-and-effect relationships and determining main idea. Teach a variety of informational genres, including biographies, 
autobiographies, and newspaper or magazine articles.

Results in Phonics indicate that Danielle has difficulty decoding words accurately. Vocabulary is another cause for concern. This score indicates that Danielle has areas of
need in grade-level word knowledge. Targeting Phonics and Vocabulary instruction is the best way to support this student’s growth as a reader. Taken together, this 
information places Danielle in Instructional Grouping 1. 
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Understanding Lexile Reading Measures

The Lexile® Find a Book tool enables you to search for books by grade, 
interest, and Lexile measure. You can view a book’s most challenging 
words and build a customized reading list. Search for books and see 
additional Lexile tools now at Hub.Lexile.com.

How to Use the Lexile Find a Book Tool

Lexile® is a trademark of MetaMetrics. Inc, and is registered in the United States and abroad. Copyright © 2023 MetaMetrics, Inc. All rights reserved.
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Identify Cause and Effect
Readers identify cause-and-effect relationships to understand why something happens. In literary texts, students 
follow the plot by thinking about what the characters do and why. With informational texts, thinking about cause 
and effect helps students better understand how important ideas are related. Although cause and effect are 
often stated in a text, they can sometimes appear in confusing patterns. Students may have difficulty recognizing 
cause-and-effect relationships that are not linked by clue words. They may also need support in recognizing a 
cause with multiple effects, or an effect with multiple causes. Frequent modeling and practice with cause and 
effect, both in everyday activities and in varied texts, will help students understand these relationships.

Step by Step 20–30 minutes

1  Introduce and explain cause and effect.
•  Introduce the concept of cause and effect by asking students about something that happened that day—for 

example, Why did we all run inside before recess was over? (because it started to rain)

• Say, When something happens, it is usually because something else made it happen, or caused it to happen. This is 
called cause and effect. 

• Display the words cause and effect, and read them chorally with students. Then say, To figure out cause and 
effect, we can ask, “What happened?” and “Why did it happen?”

• Review the previous example. Say, What happened? We ran inside before recess was over. This was the effect. 
Why did it happen? (because it started to rain) That was the cause. Another way to say it would be, “It started to 
rain, and so we all ran inside before recess was over.” This names the cause first, and then the effect.

• Repeat the explanation with different examples, such as taking a seat after the morning bell or winning a 
game after kicking the tie-breaking goal.

What happened? (We won the game.)
Why did it happen? (I kicked the tie-breaking goal.)

2  Teach and model identifying cause and effect.
•  Say, Good readers notice what happens in a story. They think about what happens and why it happens. 

Sometimes there is more than one reason why something happens. 

•  Display Multiple Cause and Effect Chart (page 3), and select a text students are currently reading to find 
examples of cause and effect.  

•  Read aloud a portion of the text as students follow along. Then model how you pause to think about what 
happened and why it happened. The following example is based on The Fire Cat, by Esther Averill.

When Joe brings Pickles to the Chief, the Chief says that he will let Pickles live at the firehouse. This is what 
happened, so I’m going to write it in the “Effect” box on the chart. Now let’s think about why the Chief told 
Pickles he could live there. One reason is because Mrs. Goodkind said Pickles is not a bad cat, so I will write 
that in the first box. Another is because Joe likes Pickles. I will write that in the second box. 

Tools for Instruction

i-Ready.com

©Curriculum Associates, LLC Copying is permitted for classroom use.

Reading Comprehension  I  Grades 2–3  I  Identify Cause and Effect  I  Page 1 of 3

Identify Cause and Effect
Readers identify cause-and-effect relationships to understand why something happens. In literary texts, students 
follow the plot by thinking about what the characters do and why. With informational texts, thinking about cause 
and effect helps students better understand how important ideas are related. Although cause and effect are 
often stated in a text, they can sometimes appear in confusing patterns. Students may have difficulty recognizing 
cause-and-effect relationships that are not linked by clue words. They may also need support in recognizing a 
cause with multiple effects, or an effect with multiple causes. Frequent modeling and practice with cause and 
effect, both in everyday activities and in varied texts, will help students understand these relationships.

Step by Step 20–30 minutes

1  Introduce and explain cause and effect.
•  Introduce the concept of cause and effect by asking students about something that happened that day—for 

example, Why did we all run inside before recess was over? (because it started to rain)

• Say, When something happens, it is usually because something else made it happen, or caused it to happen. This is 
called cause and effect. 

• Display the words cause and effect, and read them chorally with students. Then say, To figure out cause and 
effect, we can ask, “What happened?” and “Why did it happen?”

• Review the previous example. Say, What happened? We ran inside before recess was over. This was the effect. 
Why did it happen? (because it started to rain) That was the cause. Another way to say it would be, “It started to 
rain, and so we all ran inside before recess was over.” This names the cause first, and then the effect.

• Repeat the explanation with different examples, such as taking a seat after the morning bell or winning a 
game after kicking the tie-breaking goal.

What happened? (We won the game.)
Why did it happen? (I kicked the tie-breaking goal.)

2  Teach and model identifying cause and effect.
•  Say, Good readers notice what happens in a story. They think about what happens and why it happens. 

Sometimes there is more than one reason why something happens. 
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Informing Instruction
mClass DIBELS 8th Edition and i-Ready Diagnostic both provide instructional information, but the type of information 
and the resources associated with that information differ across the assessments. 

With i-Ready Diagnostic, there are a number of ways that instructionally relevant information is provided, including:

• Domain-level Can Dos and Next Steps that articulate the specific knowledge and skills students know based on 
their Diagnostic performance and what concepts they should likely learn next

• Tools for Instruction, which are miniature lesson plans that can be used in groups or individually to address 
specific concepts 
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Features mClass i-Ready Diagnostic

Spanish
Available in Spanish as 
mClass Lectura

Mathematics available as an adaptive assessment that 
is part of i-Ready Diagnostic, separate Assessment of 
Spanish Reading also available

Learn how i-Ready supports English Learners.

Accessibility
Many accessibility 
options available

Many accessibility options available

Visit our i-Ready Accessibility and Accommodations 
review site.

Progress 
Monitoring

Available as part of the 
mClass product

Numerous approaches to progress monitoring 
available in the i-Ready Assessment suite

Review Progress Monitoring with i-Ready Assessment.

Links to 
State Tests

Linkings to state tests 
not a core feature for the 
assessment

Linkings to most state tests, including SBAC, with the 
Projected Proficiency feature available

Learn about states with linking studies.

Additional Features
Many other features are available in the i-Ready Diagnostic. The table below describes some of them. 

https://www.curriculumassociates.com/supporting-english-learners
https://i-readycentral.com/articles/accessibility-and-accommodations-with-i-ready-assessment-and-personalized-instruction/
https://i-readycentral.com/articles/accessibility-and-accommodations-with-i-ready-assessment-and-personalized-instruction/
https://i-readycentral.com/download/?res=94139&view_pdf=1
https://i-readycentral.com/download/?res=94139&view_pdf=1
https://www.curriculumassociates.com/research-and-efficacy
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We Look Forward to Partnering with You!
We think you’ll find that i-Ready Diagnostic, coupled with i-Ready Literacy Tasks, offers a wide range of diagnostic 
information that can help you identify specific areas where students may need support. This detailed data allows you 
to tailor your instruction to target their individual needs effectively. By understanding precisely where students are 
facing challenges, you can provide them with targeted interventions, resources, and support, ultimately fostering their 
growth and helping them reach their full potential.



© 2024 Curriculum Associates, LLC. All rights reserved. | 07/24 0K | 2406282

To learn more about using i-Ready, 
visit i-ReadyCentral.com.

https://i-readycentral.com/

