
Early Literacy and Dyslexia 
Risk Screener from i-Ready
Feature Overview



Overview
i-Ready is introducing a new process for screening. The Early Literacy 
and Dyslexia Risk Screener from i-Ready will help educators efficiently 
identify students who may need more targeted reading intervention or 

those who may be demonstrating risk factors related to dyslexia.
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Why Is Early Literacy and Dyslexia Risk Screening 
Important?
Effective screening and early identification of reading difficulties are critical to ensuring students receive the 
support they need. Students who are identified early and receive appropriate instruction or intervention are more 
likely to get on track and stay on track than those who do not. The i-Ready Assessment suite is a powerful tool 
for meeting screening needs. The benefits of using i-Ready for screening are twofold: It can help screen for early 
reading difficulties, and it can identify students with possible risk factors for dyslexia. Using a combination of both 
i-Ready’s adaptive assessment, i-Ready InformTM* and i-Ready Literacy Tasks, educators can see which students 
are meeting benchmarks and which students may be at risk for dyslexia. 

The Early Literacy and Dyslexia Risk Screener is designed to help inform early intervention, has been validated by 
research, is aligned to the five Science of Reading pillars, and is highly correlated with other screeners. 

An Easy Approach to Screening and Clear 
Indicators
Screening just got easier! The two-part screening process couples the precision and power of i-Ready Inform 
with the benefits of one-on-one-administered Literacy Tasks. i-Ready Inform allows for efficient measurement 
of concepts that are best assessed online. The Literacy Tasks allow for one-on-one assessment during which 
the educator directly observes and listens to the students respond. Together, these two assessment approaches 
provide a comprehensive view of student reading performance. 

Early Literacy screening results show which students are On Benchmark, Approaching Benchmark, and Below 
Benchmark. Additionally, Dyslexia Risk screening shows which students are At Risk, at Some Risk, or show No 
Observed Risk.

Not only do you get important reading difficulty indicators, but you also get clear instructional recommendations 
for each student through i-Ready Inform. Results are available in both the Literacy Profile reports as well as an 
export included in i-Ready Inform at no additional cost.

Early Literacy Screening Dyslexia Risk Screening

i-Ready Inform  
for Reading

i-Ready Literacy 
Task Fluency 

Measure

i-Ready 
Literacy Task 

Decoding 
Measure

i-Ready  
Literacy Task 
Automaticity 

Measure
Literacy Benchmark Indicator

Dyslexia Risk Indicator

(i.e., On Benchmark, Approaching 
Benchmark, Below Benchmark)

(i.e., At Risk, Some Risk, No Observed Risk)
*i-Ready Inform™ is the new name for the adaptive 
assessment previously named “i-Ready Diagnostic.”
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How Does It Work?
Educators can screen students up to three times a year in the fall, winter, and spring. The screener can help 
determine which students should be referred for further evaluation and/or receive targeted instruction. The 
following outlines the two-part screening process: 

Part 1—Early Literacy Screening
Identify students who may benefit from additional literacy instruction. At this step, following the administration 
of i-Ready Inform, a selected i-Ready Literacy Task in Benchmark Fluency is administered. The specific task 
administered is based on the student’s grade level and time of year. Once the teacher enters the Literacy Task 
data into the i-Ready system, a performance indicator based on both i-Ready Inform and Literacy Task results is 
reported: 

•	 Below Benchmark 

•	 Approaching Benchmark 

•	 On Benchmark 

Part 2—Dyslexia Risk Screening 
Administer a selected Rapid Automatized Naming Task and a Decoding Task to assess additional skills identified 
through research as possible risk factors of dyslexia. Depending on state screening requirements or how the 
screening is implemented by a district, either (1) all Grades K–3 students may be screened for early reading 
difficulties (i.e., Part 1) and potential indicators of dyslexia (i.e., incorporating Parts 1 and 2 together), or (2) the Early 
Literacy screening may be used as a gate to identify which students should be further assessed for dyslexia risk 
factors, such that only some students are additionally screened for dyslexia risk factors. Based on the placement 
levels on the Early Literacy screening indicator and these additional Literacy Tasks for Dyslexia Risk screening, one 
of three risk-level designations is reported: 

•	 At Risk 

•	 Some Risk 

•	 No Observed Risk 

The Export
The Early Literacy and Dyslexia Risk Screener export shows results for each student and is available to all district- 
and building-level administrators. The export includes the Early Literacy Benchmark Indicator (i.e., On Benchmark, 
Approaching Benchmark, Below Benchmark) and the Dyslexia Risk Indicator (i.e., No Observed Risk, Some Risk, and 
At Risk). To help identify areas for targeted growth and instruction, i-Ready Inform and Literacy Task performance 
results that are required for screening are also included. This is a simplified sample of the export. For a full sample 
of the export, see the Early Literacy and Dyslexia Risk Screener Export Sample.

Literacy Profile Reports
The report provides a comprehensive view of a student’s reading development, combining data from i‑Ready 
Inform for Reading and Literacy Task Benchmark administrations to create a full Literacy Profile, including risk 
indicators when the Early Literacy and Dyslexia Screener is enabled. It is designed to help both educators and 
families/caregivers understand student performance across i-Ready literacy assessments, and to support decision 
making and discussion of strengths and areas for reading growth.
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Which Tasks Are Used and Why?

Early Literacy Screener
A fluency measure, along with i-Ready Inform, provides a comprehensive overview of student reading 
performance. Together, the two assessments show how a student is progressing relative to the Five Pillars of 
Reading: Phonemic Awareness, Phonics, Fluency, Vocabulary, and Comprehension. Fluent readers are better able 
to focus on constructing meaning from text because they do not need to use their working memory for decoding 
and word recognition.

Dyslexia Risk Screener
A decoding measure helps assess how well a student integrates their phonological processing and letter-sound 
knowledge to decode words. By using pseudowords, this measure requires students to apply their decoding 
skills without the aid of remembering familiar words. Students with risk factors for dyslexia often show a need for 
support in phonological processing.

Rapid Automatized Naming measures can help identify students who have difficulties with rapid recall/
automaticity. Students with risk factors for dyslexia often demonstrate lower automaticity, which can make 
automatic word recognition more difficult.

STEP 1 
Early Literacy Screening

i-Ready Inform  
for Reading

Fluency  
Measure

Grade K

Grade 1

Grades 2–3

Letter Naming Fluency

Word Recognition Fluency 
(Fall)

Passage Reading Fluency 
(Winter/Spring)

Passage Reading Fluency

STEP 2 
Dyslexia Risk Screening

Decoding 
Measure

Automaticity 
Measure

Rapid Automatized 
Naming—Objects

Pseudoword 
Decoding—Fluency 
(Winter/Spring)

Pseudoword 
Decoding—Fluency 

Rapid Automatized 
Naming—Objects (Fall)

Rapid Automatized 
Naming—Letters (Winter/
Spring)

Pseudoword 
Decoding—Fluency 

Rapid Automatized 
Naming—Letters 
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Research
The Early Literacy and Dyslexia Risk Screener is grounded in the most current research on reading difficulties, 
including dyslexia. The screening approach is based on recommendations from the International Dyslexia 
Association (IDA) and the National Center on Intensive Intervention (NCII). In addition to following industry-leading 
recommendations, the screener is highly correlated to other popular screeners. The Early Literacy Screener highly 
correlates with the DIBELS® 8th Edition composite score. Correlations between the Early Literacy Screener and 
the DIBELS composite score are consistently above a correlation of .8. This is well above .7, which is a marker 
that typically indicates a strong relationship. Finally, this screening has been independently validated across the 
country that has approved i-Ready as a screening and progress monitoring tool. 

Independent Validation

Who Is This For?
The easy and flexible implementation model can be used to meet many different needs. With the two-part 
screening approach, educators can use the results of the Early Literacy Screener to determine which students 
should receive additional Dyslexia Risk screening, if local and state policies allow. This screener is designed to 
help educational practitioners, including Multi-Tiered System of Supports/Response to Intervention coordinators, 
reading interventionists, and Grades K–3 educators, identify and address early reading difficulties.

Additionally, the Early Literacy and Dyslexia Risk Screener can be used to help meet many states’ universal 
screening requirements. 

*�Correlations between the Early Literacy and Dyslexia Risk Screener from i-Ready and the DIBELS 8th Edition composite scores (i.e., winter data) 
displayed. All composite correlations exceeding the .7 benchmark are generally considered indicative of a “strong” relationship. Additional 
data, including correlations between individual tasks, are available upon request.

Robust Screening Model

The Early Literacy and Dyslexia 
Risk Screener from i-Ready is 
based on the most current 

screening research from 
organizations including the IDA 

and the NCII.

Various approaches to using 
i-Ready Inform and Literacy 
Tasks are approved for use 
as a screener and progress 

monitoring tool throughout 
the nation.

Powerful Research

Strong correlations between 
the Early Literacy and 

Dyslexia Risk Screener and 
DIBELS 8th Edition*

For more information on whether you can use the 
screener in your state, visit the State Use Library.
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DIBELS® is a registered trademark of the University of Oregon.
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How does the screener determine students’ results 
and what do the results mean?
The Early Literacy and Dyslexia Risk Screener uses a two-part approach that combines i-Ready Inform and 
i-Ready Literacy Tasks to measure foundational reading skills. The Early Literacy Screener determines whether 
students are Below, Approaching, or On Benchmark, and the Dyslexia Risk Screener builds on these results to 
identify levels of risk for developing reading difficulties, including dyslexia. 

Please see How It Works: The i-Ready Early Literacy and Dyslexia Risk Screener for more in-depth information 
on how cut scores are established for the Early Literacy Screener and how they are used to determine student 
performance levels.

Summary
The Early Literacy and Dyslexia Risk Screener can help meet both state-required screening needs and individual 
district screening goals. Using a combination of both i-Ready Inform for Reading and the i-Ready Literacy Tasks, 
educators can gain valuable insight into students’ strengths. Simultaneously, the screener can help identify if 
a student is displaying indicators of an early reading difficulty, which may include risk factors for dyslexia. Early 
identification will ensure each student gets the support and instruction they need to be successful. 

For additional information on the Early Literacy and Dyslexia Risk Screener, please consult your i-Ready Partner 
Success Manager or Educational Sales Consultant.
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