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i-Ready Diagnostic 
(Grades K–12)

i-Ready Growth Model (Grades K–8)

i-Ready Diagnostic for Mathematics in 
Spanish (Grades K–12)

i-Ready Growth Monitoring  
(Grades K–8)

Tools for Instruction (Grades K–8)

An Introduction to i-Ready
As a dedicated educator, you likely want nothing but the best for your students. You have sought ways to enhance 
their learning experiences and tailor your instruction to their unique needs. Over the years, you probably relied on 
assessments to gauge their progress and identify areas for improvement.

If your district has recently made the transition from using Istation’s assessments to the i-Ready Assessment suite, you 
likely have many questions. How is administering i-Ready different from administering ISIP Reading and Mathematics? 
Do they measure the same things? What scores on i-Ready are like the scores you know and trust from ISIP? What 
i-Ready reports are like those from ISIP that you’ve been using to help your students?

The i-Ready Assessment suite is a dynamic and engaging platform that not only assesses students’ knowledge and skills 
but also provides personalized instruction to bridge learning gaps. The heart of the assessment suite is the i-Ready 
Diagnostic assessment, and there are additional assessments in the suite to evaluate student performance on key 
academic standards, assess and support critical foundational literacy skills, and understand the needs of and provide 
support to Spanish-speaking students. 

i-Ready Standards Mastery
Evaluate Student Performance on Key  
Academic Standards

i-Ready Standards Mastery Available for Grades 2–8

i-Ready Literacy Tasks
Focus Support on Foundational Literacy Skills

i-Ready Literacy Tasks Available for Grades K–6 in Both 
English and Spanish

i-Ready Assessment of Spanish Reading
Empower Students with Tools to Support Them

i-Ready Assessment of Spanish Reading Available for 
Grades K–8

The most commonly used assessment from the i-Ready Assessment suite that is comparable to ISIP Reading and 
Mathematics is i-Ready Diagnostic, and this guide will provide information to help you transition from using 
Istation assessments to using the Diagnostic so you can better understand your students, cater to their unique 
strengths and weaknesses, and support their growth and development.

Istation® is a registered trademark of Imagination Station, Inc.
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Screening and Placement

 ✓ Algebra Readiness

 ✓ English Learner Reclassification Data

 ✓ Gifted/Talented Identification

 ✓ Intervention (RTI/MTSS) Identification

 ✓ Third Grade Reading Guarantee

 ✓ Universal Screener for Reading/Mathematics

 ✓ Dyslexia Risk-Factor Screening

Informing Classroom Instruction

 ✓ Interim/Benchmark Assessment

 ✓ Standards Performance

 ✓ Growth Measures

 ✓ Instructional Planning Data for Scaffolding

 ✓ Automatic Small Groups and  
Reading Buddies

 ✓ Student/Teacher/School Goal-Setting Data

 ✓ Custom Data Analytics

Intervention and Acceleration

 ✓ MTSS/RTI/Intervention Screener

 ✓ Progress/Growth Monitoring

 ✓ Understanding Student Prerequisite Skills

District Strategic Needs

 ✓ Accountability

 ✓ High Correlations with State Tests

 ✓ Triannual Benchmark Assessment

Uses: One Powerful Program to Know More
As you transition from using Istation assessments to using i-Ready, you’re probably wondering, “Will i-Ready do what I 
was able to do with ISIP Reading and Mathematics?”

While ISIP assessments are progress monitoring assessments used to provide information about student achievement 
and growth and predict performance on a summative assessment, the i-Ready Assessment suite is often used for many 
purposes. In fact, educators often find they can address the majority of their assessment needs using the i-Ready 
Assessment suite as opposed to administering assessments from many different providers. In this way, i-Ready is one 
powerful program to help you know more about your students.

Some of the needs for which i-Ready is often used are listed below.
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For more information, see i-Ready Diagnostic: What It Measures.

Content: Measuring What Matters
ISIP assessments are adaptive assessments that measure reading and mathematics ability and language acquisition. 
While i-Ready Diagnostic is also an adaptive assessment and can measure growth in reading and mathematics, it also 
provides criterion placement-level performance at, above, and below grade level. i-Ready assesses students’ reading and 
mathematics skills to the sub-domain level, prescribing differentiated instruction so all learners can achieve success.

i-Ready provides deeper understanding of student performance down to the domain level.

Phonological 
Awareness

Phonics
High-Frequency 

Words
Vocabulary

Reading domains:

Comprehension: 
Overall

Comprehension: 
Literature

Comprehension: 
Informational Text

Number and 
Operations

Algebra and  
Algebraic Thinking

Measurement  
and Data

Geometry

Mathematics domains:

https://cdn.bfldr.com/LS6J0F7/as/9kkp35gxsm3mffhv96rrp6n/iready-deep-dive-iready-diagnostic-what-it-measures
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Content: Measuring What Matters
While the ISIP assessments and the i-Ready Diagnostic measure many of the same concepts, the i-Ready Diagnostic is 
an adaptive assessment, and students can receive placements above or below their chronological grade. In designing 
our reporting, we needed to give educators a consistent way of tracking student performance across Grades K–12.  

Academic Concept Istation i-Ready Diagnostic

Overall Reading 
Proficiency 

Yes
Yes—criterion-referenced placement 
levels and percentile rank  

Phonics Proficiency 
While Istation does not provide an explicit phonics 
subtest, phonics is measured within the alphabetic 
decoding subtest in the ISIP Early Reading test.

Yes—criterion-referenced placement 
levels

Phonological 
Awareness 
Proficiency

While Istation does not provide an explicit 
phonological awareness subtest, phonological 
awareness is measured within the phonemic 
awareness subtest in the ISIP Early Reading test.

Yes—criterion-referenced placement 
levels

Vocabulary Proficiency Yes
Yes—criterion-referenced placement 
levels 

Overall Comprehension 
Proficiency 

Yes 
Yes—criterion-referenced placement 
levels 

Comprehension: 
Literature Proficiency

Istation provides one overall reading 
comprehension score.

Yes—criterion-referenced placement 
levels 

Comprehension: 
Informational Text 
Proficiency 

Istation provides one overall reading 
comprehension score.

Yes—criterion-referenced placement 
levels 

Overall Mathematics 
Proficiency 

Yes 
Yes—criterion-referenced placement 
levels 

Number and 
Operations Proficiency 

Yes 
Yes—criterion-referenced placement 
levels 

Measurement and Data 
Proficiency 

Yes 
Yes—criterion-referenced placement 
levels 

Algebra and Algebraic 
Thinking Proficiency 

Yes
Yes—criterion-referenced placement 
levels 

Geometry Proficiency Yes
Yes—criterion-referenced placement 
levels

For more information, see i-Ready Diagnostic: What It Measures.

https://cdn.bfldr.com/LS6J0F7/as/9kkp35gxsm3mffhv96rrp6n/iready-deep-dive-iready-diagnostic-what-it-measures
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Implementation 
The approach to implementing ISIP assessments and the i-Ready Diagnostic is somewhat similar as they are both fully 
computer-based assessments that can be group or individually administered. 

Frequency of Administration
While i-Ready Diagnostic is usually administered three times per year (i.e., fall, winter, and 
spring), ISIP Reading and Mathematics assessments are often administered monthly.

Test Duration
The test length for each ISIP Reading and Mathematics assessment is roughly 30 minutes. 
The i-Ready Diagnostic tends to take about 45 minutes to administer but is often around 
20 minutes for younger students. 

For more on i-Ready Diagnostic’s test length and scheduling suggestions, see i-Ready 
Diagnostic: Guidance on Assessment Duration.

Testing Method
i-Ready Diagnostic and ISIP assessments are adaptive computer-based assessments.

Approach to Administering
Like the ISIP assessments, the i-Ready Diagnostic can be administered in a group setting 
or individually to students. All questions are presented on the screen and automatically 
scored by the computer.

https://www.curriculumassociates.com/-/media/mainsite/files/i-ready/iready-faq-diagnostic-duration-2022pdf.pdf
https://www.curriculumassociates.com/-/media/mainsite/files/i-ready/iready-faq-diagnostic-duration-2022pdf.pdf
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Scores
While there are some differences between the scores available from ISIP Reading and Mathematics assessments 
and i-Ready Diagnostic, and scores among the assessments are generally not directly comparable, there are some 
similarities between some scores on each assessment that can help you transition from one assessment to the other. 
For example, the assessments all offer scaled scores and a growth metric associated with those scores.

The table below shows the scores available from each assessment that are most similar for each score type. For 
example, if you are used to using an ISIP Reading scale score, for i-Ready Diagnostic you can use overall scale scores.

While these scores are not the same—for example, any norms available from ISIP Reading and Mathematics 
assessments are not mathematically the same as the i-Ready Diagnostic norms—the scores provide some insight into 
how students are normatively performing. 

For more information, see Understanding Score Types on the i-Ready Diagnostic.

Score Type ISIP Reading and Mathematics i-Ready Diagnostic

Overall 
Score(s)

ISIP Reading and Mathematics have scaled 
scores.

i-Ready Diagnostic Overall Score

Placement 
Levels

Achievement levels (i.e., Below Basic, Basic, 
Proficient, and Advanced)

Grade-level placements (e.g., Mid On Grade 
Level, Early On Grade Level, One Grade Level 
Below, Two or More Grade Levels Below and 
determined based on specific scale score ranges 
for each chronological grade)

Norms
National norms (developed to be 
representative of the national student 
population)

National norms (developed to be representative 
of the national student population)

Growth

ISIP Reading and Mathematics growth scores 
are provided in the Growth Pathway report 
and indicate if a student is on track for, above, 
or below expected growth.

Typical Growth and Stretch Growth® (two 
empirically derived measures for understanding 
student growth with realistic and ambitious 
targets to help more students reach proficiency)

https://cdn.bfldr.com/LS6J0F7/as/fwcxvb37cwts83gwgqpswx/iready-assessment-understanding-score-types-brief
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Reports
The reports available from ISIP Reading and Mathematics assessments and i-Ready Diagnostic are often seen by 
educators as being quite different. Although both assessments’ reports convey information about what a student 
knows, the look and feel of the reports provide information in different ways. 

Purpose: Get an Overall Sense of Student Status and Growth

With ISIP Reading and 
Mathematics assessments, 
you may have used the 
Level/Tier Movement or 
Rate of Improvement 
reports.

With i-Ready 
Diagnostic, you can 
similarly use the 
Diagnostic Results 
report, which provides 
information at the 
district, school, class, 
and student levels. 

For more information, see the i-Ready Reports Book.
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Class/Report Group

Grade 1, Section 1

Diagnostic Results 

Subject

Reading

PDF

Diagnostic

Diagnostic 1

08/31/24–09/30/24

Regina MooreAssess & Teach HelpManagement Reports

Learn about Max Score, Surpassed Level, Not Assessed, and Domain Exempted

Lexile® measures & ra…

Lexile Measure & Range

94th

94th

86th

83rd

82nd

82nd

81st

81st

62nd

47th

40th

37th

32nd

32nd

30th

28th

28th

21st

10th

8th

8th

–

Student Overall Placement 
& Scale Score

Choose Your Column:

National Norms

Percentile Rank

Placement by Domain

Contreras, Abby

Vela, Zarita

Gross, Sara Sofia

Robinson, Laila

Ayers, Avani

Perez, Imani

Harding, Grace

Levine, Brian

Kana, Ryan

Buckley, London

Finch, Dylan

Simpson, Roma

Melton, Anita

Vargas, Diego

Lau, Martin

Colon, Esteban

Leone, Ito

Morales, Cristobal

Dobson, Bela

Parker, Carla

Prince, John

Wong, Dai

Mid 1 (470)

Mid 1 (470)

Early 1 (442)

Early 1 (434)

Grade K (432)

Grade K (432)

Grade K (430)

Grade K (430)

Grade K (410)

Grade K (396)

Grade K (388)

Grade K (383)

Grade K (378)

Grade K (378)

Grade K (375)

Grade K (373)

Grade K (373)

Grade K (363)

Emerging K (345)

Emerging K (340)

Emerging K (340)

Not Completed

Late 
1

Late 
1

Late 
1

Grade 
K

Late 
1

Mid 
1

Grade 
K

Grade 
K

Grade 
K

Mid 
1

Grade 
K

Grade 
K

Emerging 
K

Grade 
K

Emerging 
K

Emerging 
K

Emerging 
K

Emerging 
K

Emerging 
K

Grade 
K

Emerging 
K

–

Mid 
1

Mid 
1

Grade 
K

Early 
1

Emerging 
K

Grade 
K

Grade 
K

Mid 
1

Grade 
K

Grade 
K

Grade 
K

Grade 
K

Grade 
K

Grade 
K

Grade 
K

Grade 
K

Grade 
K

Grade 
K

Grade 
K

Emerging 
K

Emerging 
K

–

PA PH HFW VOC

LIT INFO

Show Comp: Overall

Mid 
1

Mid 
1

Mid 
1

Early 
1

Grade 
K

Mid 
1

Mid 
1

Grade 
K

Emerging 
K

Emerging 
K

Mid 
1

Grade 
K

Grade 
K

Grade 
K

Grade 
K

Grade 
K

Grade 
K

Grade 
K

Emerging 
K

Emerging 
K

Grade 
K

–

Mid/
Late 1

Mid/
Late 1

Grade 
K

Mid/ 
Late 1

Max 
Score

Mid/ 
Late 1

Mid/ 
Late 1

Grade 
2

Grade 
K

Grade 
K

Grade 
K

Grade 
K

Grade 
K

Grade 
K

Grade 
K

Emerging 
K

Grade 
K

Emerging 
K

Emerging 
K

Emerging 
K

Emerging 
K

–

Late 
1

Late 
1

Late 
1

Grade 
K

Grade 
K

Grade 
K

Grade 
K

Early 
1

Early 
1

Grade 
K

Emerging 
K

Grade 
K

Grade 
K

Grade 
K

Grade 
K

Emerging 
K

Grade 
K

Grade 
K

Grade 
K

Emerging 
K

Emerging 
K

–

Max 
Score

Max 
Score

Grade 
K

Late 
1

Late 
1

Grade 
K

Max 
Score

Early 
1

Early 
1

Grade 
K

Emerging 
K

Grade 
K

Grade 
K

Grade 
K

Early 
1

Grade 
K

Grade 
K

Mid 
1

Grade 
K

Grade 
K

Grade 
K

–

Phonological Awareness (PA) 

Phonics (PH) 

High-Frequency Words (HFW) 

Vocabulary (VOC) 

Comprehension: Literature (LIT) 

Comprehension: Informational Text (INFO)

*Students not completed are not included.

Placement by Domain*

Students not assessed due to grade or domain exempted

Mid or Above Grade 
Level

10%

Early On Grade 
Level

10%

One Grade 
Level Below

66%

Two Grade 
Levels Below

14%

Not 
Completed

5%

Three or More Grade 
Levels Below

0%

Overall Placement

22 14 3 1
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Annual Growth Measures
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National Norms

Date
Updated National Norms for 
the 2024–2025 school year

Additionally, you can use the Diagnostic Growth report, 
which provides growth information at the class or group level.  

Additional reports include: 

• Instructional Groupings

• Grade-Level Planning (Prerequisites) 
(Mathematics)

• Grade-Level Scaffolding (Reading)

• Standards Performance
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Informing Instruction
ISIP assessments and i-Ready Diagnostic both provide instructional information, but the type of information and the 
resources associated with that information differ across the assessments. 

With i-Ready Diagnostic, there are several ways in which instructionally relevant information is provided, including:

• Domain-level Can Dos and Next Steps that articulate the specific knowledge and skills students know based on 
their Diagnostic performance, and what concepts they should likely learn next

• Tools for Instruction, which are miniature lesson plans that can be used in groups or individually to address 
specific concepts 

520 

640

Typical 576 

Stretch 590

Key

PDF

Placement by Domain

Can Dos

Developmental Analysis

Next Steps & Resources for Instruction

—  Extend understanding of cause and effect.
Extend understanding of cause and effect.
•  Define effect as something that happens. Define cause as something that makes something else happen.
•  Read aloud a Grade 3 informational book and model the thought process behind discovering cause-and-

effect relationships.
•  Say, “When I read, I think about things that happen and why those things happened.”
•  Model asking and answering questions such as, “What happened?” and “Why did it happen?”
•  Then have Danielle read an informational text in a small group. Remind the student to ask these same

questions and to look for details in the text to find answers. 

Tools for Instruction
Identify Cause and Effect

Additional Resources
Magnetic Reading

Learn More

Grade 3
Lesson 7: Group Survival
Lesson 13: Travel Before and After Trains

Ready® Reading Instruction 
Or 
Digital Access to Ready through Teacher Toolbox

Learn More

Grade 3
Lesson 4: Describing Cause and Effect
Lesson 18: Describing Connections Between Sentences and Paragraphs

—  Teach sequence of events. Teach signal words such as first, next, and finally. 
Ask questions to identify the ord...
Teach signal words such as first, next, and finally. Ask questions to identify the order of events, such as, 
"What happens first in this paragraph?" and "What happens next?" Model using a sequence chain to show 
the relationship between details in a text.

Tools for Instruction
Determine Author’s Purpose

Additional Resources
Magnetic Reading

Learn More

Grade 3
Lesson 7: Group Survival
Lesson 13: Travel Before and After Trains

Ready® Reading Instruction 
Or 
Digital Access to Ready through Teacher Toolbox

Learn More

Grade 3
Lesson 4: Describing Cause and Effect
Lesson 18: Describing Connections Between Sentences and Paragraphs

—  Develop knowledge of comparing and contrasting. Review signal words that 
are used to communicate similarities and differences, such as each...
Develop knowledge of comparing and contrasting. 
Review signal words that are used to communicate similarities and differences, such as each, also, 
alike, however, yet, and instead. Challenge Danielle to use a Venn diagram to depict similarities and 
differences between people, places, events, or descriptions of the same event in a Grade 3 informational 
text. 

Tools for Instruction
Teach New Word Meanings
Use Context to Find Word Meaning

Additional Resources
Magnetic Reading

Learn More

Grade 3
Lesson 18: Natural Creativity

This domain addresses Danielle's understanding of informational text. Results indicate that Danielle needs instruction in Grade 3 informational skills and strategies, 
such as identifying and evaluating an author's point of view or purpose, as well as analyzing cause-and-effect relationships.Teach a variety of informational genres, 
including biographies, autobiographies, and newspaper or magazine articles.

Results in Phonics indicate that Danielle has difficulty decoding words accurately. Vocabulary is another cause for concern. This score indicates that Danielle has areas of
need in grade-level word knowledge. Targeting Phonics and Vocabulary instruction is the best way to support this student’s growth as a reader. Taken together, this 
information places Danielle in Instructional Grouping 1.

Diagnostic 1

560
     Grade 4
09/14/24

Danielle Baker Grade 5Diagnostic Results

Subject

Reading

Diagnostic

Diagnostic 1 (09/14/24)

Danielle is developing proficiency with below-grade 
level informational texts in skills such as:
• Demonstrating understanding of key ideas 
   and details
• Using text features to locate information
• Identifying reasons that support an author’s point
• Retelling the most important ideas
• Comparing and contrasting information between 
   two texts

Standards

Diagnostic 1

National Norm 
52nd Percentile

Lexile Range:

730L–880L

Lexile Reading Measure:

830L

National Norm Performance and Lexile® Framework for Reading Measure

Understanding Lexile Reading Measures

The Lexile Find a Book tool enables you to search for books by grade, 
interest, and Lexile measure. You can view a book’s most challenging 
words and build a customized reading list. Search for books and see 
additional Lexile tools now at Hub.Lexile.com.

How to Use the Lexile Find a Book Tool

Lexile® and the Lexile® Framework are trademarks of MetaMetrics, Inc., and are registered in the United States and abroad. Copyright ©2024 MetaMetrics, Inc. All rights reserved.
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Identify Cause and Effect
Readers identify cause-and-effect relationships to understand why something happens. In literary texts, students 
follow the plot by thinking about what the characters do and why. With informational texts, thinking about cause 
and effect helps students better understand how important ideas are related. Although cause and effect are 
often stated in a text, they can sometimes appear in confusing patterns. Students may have difficulty recognizing 
cause-and-effect relationships that are not linked by clue words. They may also need support in recognizing a 
cause with multiple effects, or an effect with multiple causes. Frequent modeling and practice with cause and 
effect, both in everyday activities and in varied texts, will help students understand these relationships.

Step by Step 20–30 minutes

1  Introduce and explain cause and effect.
•  Introduce the concept of cause and effect by asking students about something that happened that day—for 

example, Why did we all run inside before recess was over? (because it started to rain)

• Say, When something happens, it is usually because something else made it happen, or caused it to happen. This is 
called cause and effect. 

• Display the words cause and effect, and read them chorally with students. Then say, To figure out cause and 
effect, we can ask, “What happened?” and “Why did it happen?”

• Review the previous example. Say, What happened? We ran inside before recess was over. This was the effect. 
Why did it happen? (because it started to rain) That was the cause. Another way to say it would be, “It started to 
rain, and so we all ran inside before recess was over.” This names the cause first, and then the effect.

• Repeat the explanation with different examples, such as taking a seat after the morning bell or winning a 
game after kicking the tie-breaking goal.

What happened? (We won the game.)
Why did it happen? (I kicked the tie-breaking goal.)

2  Teach and model identifying cause and effect.
•  Say, Good readers notice what happens in a story. They think about what happens and why it happens. 

Sometimes there is more than one reason why something happens. 

•  Display Multiple Cause and Effect Chart (page 3), and select a text students are currently reading to find 
examples of cause and effect.  

•  Read aloud a portion of the text as students follow along. Then model how you pause to think about what 
happened and why it happened. The following example is based on The Fire Cat, by Esther Averill.

When Joe brings Pickles to the Chief, the Chief says that he will let Pickles live at the firehouse. This is what 
happened, so I’m going to write it in the “Effect” box on the chart. Now let’s think about why the Chief told 
Pickles he could live there. One reason is because Mrs. Goodkind said Pickles is not a bad cat, so I will write 
that in the first box. Another is because Joe likes Pickles. I will write that in the second box. 

Tools for Instruction

i-Ready.com
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Features ISIP Reading and Mathematics i-Ready Assessments

Spanish ISIP Lectura

Mathematics available as an adaptive 
assessment that is part of i-Ready Diagnostic

Separate Assessment of Spanish Reading 
assessment also available 

See how i-Ready helps support English 
Learners.

Accessibility
Many accessibility options 
available 

Many accessibility options available

See Accessibility and Accommodations 
with i-Ready Assessment and Personalized 
Instruction.

Progress 
Monitoring

Istation considers ISIP 
assessments to be progress 
monitoring tests.

Numerous approaches to progress monitoring 
available in the i-Ready Assessment suite

See Progress Monitoring with i-Ready 
Assessment.

Links to 
State Tests

Limited availability

See research findings.

The Diagnostic is linked to most state tests 
including SBAC, with the Projected Proficiency 
feature available. Literacy Tasks are not linked 
to state assessments.

See States with Linking Studies.

Additional Features
Many other features are available for i-Ready Diagnostic. The table below describes some of them.

https://www.curriculumassociates.com/supporting-english-learners
https://www.curriculumassociates.com/supporting-english-learners
https://www.curriculumassociates.com/reviews/ireadyaccessibility?utm_source=VanityURL_2210941&utm_medium=WordofMouth_Multi-use&utm_content=ireadyaccessibility&utm_campaign=vanity
https://www.curriculumassociates.com/reviews/ireadyaccessibility?utm_source=VanityURL_2210941&utm_medium=WordofMouth_Multi-use&utm_content=ireadyaccessibility&utm_campaign=vanity
https://www.curriculumassociates.com/reviews/ireadyaccessibility?utm_source=VanityURL_2210941&utm_medium=WordofMouth_Multi-use&utm_content=ireadyaccessibility&utm_campaign=vanity
https://i-readycentral.com/download/?res=94139&view_pdf=1
https://i-readycentral.com/download/?res=94139&view_pdf=1
https://amiralearning.com/research?__hstc=233541313.1ed6e98b4b8270be7cba2a4bcb861fbf.1738870390413.1740428077290.1740434341818.4&__hssc=233541313.1.1740434341818&__hsfp=1931306372
https://www.curriculumassociates.com/research-and-efficacy


We Look Forward to Partnering with You!
We think you’ll find the i-Ready Assessment suite offers a wide range of information that can help you identify 
specific areas in which students may be excelling or needing support. This detailed data allows you to tailor your 
instruction to target individual needs effectively. By understanding precisely where students are facing challenges, 
you can provide them with targeted interventions, resources, and support, ultimately fostering their growth and 
helping them reach their full potential.

To learn more about using i-Ready, 
visit i-ReadyCentral.com.
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Follow us to see how other educators are using  
i-Ready to personalize learning and accelerate growth.
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