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Your First Two 
Weeks with Magnetic 
Reading Foundations
Ensure a smooth launch of foundational skills instruction with 
Magnetic Reading Foundations by implementing these five 
practices:  

1  Get to know your students!
Beginning-of-year assessments will help you understand your students’ strengths and areas 
for growth. Use the i-Ready Diagnostic or other assessments to understand your students’ 
foundational skills development.

Build relationships with your students. Notice their interests, how they approach books, the 
way they take feedback, etc. Knowing your students as both learners and people will help you 
be more effective as a teacher.

2  Adjust pacing for Week 1 of instruction.
We recommend spreading instruction for Week 1 across two weeks. This will allow you time to introduce 
new routines and procedures and help children build stamina for foundational skills work.  
Here is what this might look like:  

Grade K Grades 1 and 2

•	 Split Sessions 1–4 across two days. 

	– On Day 1, teach Phonological Awareness 
and Phonics.

	– On Day 2, teach Letter Formation and Read 
Aloud! or Read Together!.

•	 Split the Weekly Assessment across two 
days. On Day 1, conduct the Whole-Class 
Assessment. On Day 2, conduct the Individual 
Assessment. 

•	 Teach Alphabet Books instruction to the 
whole class until small group instruction is 
established.

•	 Split Sessions 2 and 4 across two days. 

	–On Day 1, teach Phonological Awareness 
and Phonics.

	–On Day 2, teach the rest of the session. 

•	 Because Sessions 1 and 3 are shorter in length 
than the other sessions in a week, do not split 
these sessions across two days.

•	 Split the Weekly Assessment across two days. On 
Day 1, conduct the Whole-Class Assessment. On 
Day 2, conduct the Individual Assessment. 

•	 Teach Magnetic Readers instruction to the 
whole class until small group instruction is 
established.
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3  �Establish routines and procedures 
for small group instruction.
Small group instruction is an important component of 
Magnetic Reading Foundations! Children get to draw on all 
the skills you’ve explicitly taught as they experience reading 
with Alphabet Books and Magnetic Readers. 

Take time to develop a schedule and teach procedures 
that will allow your students to work independently as you 
provide differentiated instruction in small groups. 

•	 Magnetic Reading Foundations instruction is segmented into four parts across a week. Each part takes 10 
to 15 minutes per rotation. Determine how you will incorporate instruction with Magnetic Readers for all 
of your small groups. 

•	 Introduce independent or center activities that students will engage with while you provide small group 
instruction. Incorporate a lot of practice of these activities, gradually increasing students’ stamina to stay 
focused on one activity for a 15-minute increment.

4  Build excitement for reading from Day 1!
Find ways to connect instruction with Magnetic Reading Foundations to other reading experiences in 
your classroom. Here are some of our favorite back-to-school read alouds you can find in your local library. 
Each has opportunities to point out the letters or sound-spelling patterns you’ll teach in Week 1 and also 
connects topically to the texts from Week 1.

•	 Grade K: What I Like About Me written by Allia Zobel Nola and illustrated by Miki Sakamoto. Point out 
words that begin with the letters m and t, like me, music, twisty, or tall.

•	 Grade 1: Be Kind written by Pat Zietlow Miller and illustrated by Jen Hill. Point out words that have the 
short a sound, like ran, class, or back.

•	 Grade 2: The Word for Friend written and illustrated by Aidan Cassie. Point out words that have short 
vowel sounds, like shop, fluttery, mess, or puppets.

5  Connect with families.
Introduce Magnetic Reading Foundations 
to families by sharing the Family Letters 
available via digital access to Magnetic Reading 
Foundations (through the Teacher Toolbox or 
Success Central).

•	 Family Letters (English | Spanish)
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Hello, Family!
It’s time to celebrate your student’s progress! In this unit of Magnetic Reading Foundations, your child learned:

Phonics Skills: 

Other Skills: 

Content Knowledge: The texts in each unit focus on a particular area of content knowledge. In this unit, your student learned about:

BRING THE SKILLS HOME!
Here are a few activities to practice the skills at home:
• Have a phonics scavenger hunt! Challenge your student to find words that include one or more phonics skills from this unit. They may look in books or magazines, on labels and signs, and anywhere else they see print.
• Say, “I see something that begins with” and say a letter sound. Have your student guess the item. Take turns being the guesser.
• Pour salt or sugar into a tray. Call out a Super Word and have your student use a finger to write the word in the sugar or salt.
• Have your student use beans or cereal to form letters. Call out a word that contains a new phonics skill to spell with those foods.

Sincerely, 
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Hello, Family!
I am excited to share with you that our classroom will be using Magnetic Reading 

Foundations as our foundational skills curriculum. Magnetic Reading Foundations is a 

supplementary reading program that was created to help your student develop the building 

blocks for success in reading. The instruction in Magnetic Reading Foundations reflects a 

research-based approach on how literacy skills develop and a commitment to engaging 

students and inspiring in them a love of reading.

What will my student learn, and why?

Each week’s instruction will include:

• Phonological Awareness, to help your student hear and play with the sounds that make 

up words—a critical step in learning to read.

• Phonics skills to connect sounds to letters. Connecting sounds to the letters that stand for 

them is at the heart of learning to read. 

• Spelling practice with words that include each new skill they are learning. 

• High-Frequency Words, so that your student can read, spell, write, and use some of the 

most frequently used words in the English language. In class, we will call these words 

Super Words.

• Fluency, so your student can read accurately. Fluency skills help readers understand what 

they read.

How can I help?

Here are some ways you can support your student’s learning at home:

• Call attention to letters and words on signs, logos, and labels, in magazines or books, or 

anywhere children encounter print in your home and community. 

• Play with letters! Form letters or words with foods such as beans, rice, or pasta. 

• Play with sounds! Say a word and challenge your student to think of rhyming words. Say 

two words and have your student tell if they rhyme. 

• Read to your student. It not only helps them learn, it’s fun for you both!

I look forward to sharing your student’s success throughout the school year!

Sincerely,
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https://central.i-ready.com/Search?resource=118c1f41-ff7a-4ae2-97a9-a954eb3d583a
https://central.i-ready.com/Search?resource=88b2c376-4297-439e-a64d-53e838ce863b
https://central.i-ready.com/Search?resource=8586cdfd-9fb6-460e-afb9-0d5463092acc
https://central.i-ready.com/Search?resource=88300683-a34d-497f-9f7c-3d7b31247286

