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BUILDING BACKGROUND KNOWLEDGE	

Level B • Lesson 16

Concept: Residences

Explanation Teacher: Read the 
explanation.

Students: Complete the 
sentence(s).

•	People can live in all different kinds of residences, or 
homes. Each kind has its own special features. 

•	People can live in…
•	Each kind of residence has… 

Types 
Words or 
phrases that 
name types of 
the concept

Teacher: Read each type.

Students: Repeat each 
type. 
Students: Circle the type 
to be remembered.

•	house 
•	apartment 
•	townhouse 

Type 
Descriptions 
Words or 
phrases that 
explain each 
type

Teacher: Read each 
description.

Students: Repeat each 
description.

•	house – a building where a family or group of 
people can live 

•	apartment – a room or set of rooms located in a 
building with other sets of rooms and used as a 
place to live 

•	townhouse – a tall house that shares walls with a 
similar house beside it 

Type Details Teacher: Read each type 
and details.

Students: Echo read each 
type and details.

•	house – stands on its own, not attached to other 
buildings; owned or rented 

•	apartment – one part of a larger building; owned  
or rented 

•	townhouse – connected to others in a row; usually 
has two or three stories; owned or rented 

Examples Teacher: Read each 
example.

•	The boy lives with his sister and parents in a house 
that has a small backyard. 

•	Luisa took the elevator to her apartment on the fifth 
floor of the building. 

•	Because of the shared wall in his townhouse, Roger 
could hear his neighbor playing music. 

Check 
Understanding

Students: Practice saying 
the completed sentence 
to yourself.
Students: Say the 
completed sentence to a 
partner or the class.

•	One advantage of living in a(n) __(house/apartment/
townhouse)__ is… 

•	If I moved into a(n)__(house/apartment/townhouse) 
__, the first room I would set up is… 

How Used in 
Text 

Teacher: Read. •	In this story, you will read about two people who are 
packing up their things to move to a new residence. 


