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BUILDING BACKGROUND KNOWLEDGE	

Level B • Lesson 14

Word: Effort

Definition Teacher: Read the definition.

Students: Complete the 
sentence.
Students: Underline the 
word.

•	When you make an effort, you work hard 
using your mind or body to get something 
done. 

•	To make an effort, you work hard using… 

Synonyms 
Words or phrases 
with the same or 
similar meaning

Teacher: Read each synonym.

Students: Repeat each 
synonym. 
Students: Circle the synonym 
to be remembered.

•	the act of trying 
•	the act of working 
•	an attempt 

Antonyms 
Words or phrases 
with the opposite 
meaning

Teacher: Read each antonym.

Students: Repeat each 
antonym. 
Students: Circle the antonym 
to be remembered. 

•	inaction 
•	the act of being lazy 
•	the act of doing nothing 
•	idleness 

Examples Teacher: Read each example. •	It takes a big effort for a runner to complete  
a marathon. 

•	To become a good piano player, the boy 
made an effort to practice every day. 

Check 
Understanding

Students: Practice saying 
each completed sentence to 
yourself.
Students: Say each 
completed sentence to a 
partner or the class.

•	To be a good friend, you can make an effort 
to… 

•	At school, it is important to put effort into… 

Word Relatives Teacher: Read each word.

Students: Echo read each 
word.

•	efforts 
•	effortless 

How Used in Text Teacher: Read. •	In this story, you will read about the effort 
some friends put into having a sale to raise 
money to go to day camp.  


