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BUILDING BACKGROUND KNOWLEDGE	

Level C • Lesson 32

Word: Public

Definition Teacher: Read the definition.

Students: Complete the 
sentence.
Students: Underline the 
word.

•	When something is public, it is available for 
everyone to see and use. 

•	If something is public, it is…

Synonyms 
Words or phrases 
with the same or 
similar meaning

Teacher: Read each synonym.

Students: Repeat each 
synonym. 
Students: Circle the synonym 
to be remembered.

•	for everyone
•	open
•	shared by many

Antonyms 
Words or phrases 
with the opposite 
meaning

Teacher: Read each antonym.

Students: Repeat each 
antonym. 
Students: Circle the antonym 
to be remembered. 

•	private
•	closed off
•	not shared

Examples Teacher: Read each example. •	Two groups of day camp kids played at the 
public pool in the park. 

•	The public library in our neighborhood has 
people available to help kids with homework 
after school.

Check 
Understanding

Students: Practice saying 
each completed sentence to 
yourself.
Students: Say each 
completed sentence to a 
partner or the class.

•	A public building I have gone inside of is…
•	In a public library, I first look for…

Word Relatives Teacher: Read the word.

Students: Echo read the 
word.

•	publicly

How Used in Text Teacher: Read. •	In this passage, you will read about how 
public libraries got started in the United 
States and the kinds of services they offer to 
communities now. 


