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BUILDING BACKGROUND KNOWLEDGE	

Level B • Lesson 10

Concept: Types of stories

Explanation Teacher: Read the 
explanation.

Students: Complete the 
sentence(s).

•	A story is a description of imaginary events told for 
entertaining others. There are different types of 
stories, and each type has its own special features. 

•	A story is… 
•	Each type of story has… 

Types 
Words or 
phrases that 
name types of 
the concept

Teacher: Read each type.

Students: Repeat each 
type. 
Students: Circle the type 
to be remembered.

•	fable 
•	realistic fiction 
•	mystery 
•	historical fiction 

Type 
Descriptions 
Words or 
phrases that 
explain each 
type

Teacher: Read each 
description.

Students: Repeat each 
description.
Students: Circle the 
description to be 
remembered.

•	fable – a short story that often has animal characters 
and is meant to teach a lesson 

•	realistic fiction – a story that is made up, but could 
happen in real life 

•	mystery – a story that has a puzzling crime or event 
that needs to be solved 

•	historical fiction – a story that did not really happen, 
but is based on events in history 

Type Details Teacher: Read each type 
and details.

Students: Echo read each 
type and details.

•	fable – animal characters behave like people; a 
lesson at the end teaches about human behavior 

•	realistic fiction – made up, but believable, characters, 
setting, and events 

•	mystery – main character may act as a detective; 
suspects are involved; clues are presented 

•	historical fiction – takes place in the past and 
includes details from that time period 

Examples Teacher: Read each 
example.

•	The lesson from the fable “The Tortoise and the 
Hare” is that going slow and steady wins the race. 

•	Realistic fiction might have a setting at a school and 
characters similar to people you know. 

•	In the mystery, the detective solved the crime when 
she found fingerprints on a doorknob. 

•	The historical fiction book is about the life of a boy 
during the American Revolution. 
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BUILDING BACKGROUND KNOWLEDGE	

Level B • Lesson 10

Concept: Types of stories (cont.)

Check 
Understanding

Students: Practice saying 
the completed sentence 
to yourself.
Students: Say the 
completed sentence to a 
partner or the class.

•	An example of __(a fable/realistic fiction/mystery/
historical fiction)__ is… 

•	The characters in __(a fable/realistic fiction /mystery/
historical fiction)__ could be… 

•	When you read historical fiction, you can learn 
about… 

How Used in 
Text 

Teacher: Read. •	In this fable, you will read about the lesson Crow 
learns when he listens to what Fox has to say. 


