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BUILDING BACKGROUND KNOWLEDGE	

Level B • Lesson 5

Word: Endangered

Definition Teacher: Read the definition.

Students: Complete the 
sentence.
Students: Underline the 
word.

•	When a certain kind of animal is endangered, 
that kind of animal might die out forever. 

•	If an animal is endangered, it might… 

Synonyms 
Words or phrases 
with the same or 
similar meaning

Teacher: Read each synonym.

Students: Repeat each 
synonym. 
Students: Circle the synonym 
to be remembered.

•	in danger 
•	at risk 
•	dying out  
•	in harm’s way 

Antonyms 
Words or phrases 
with the opposite 
meaning

Teacher: Read each antonym.

Students: Repeat each 
antonym. 
Students: Circle the antonym 
to be remembered. 

•	safe 
•	well-protected 
•	lasting 
•	out of harm’s way 

Examples Teacher: Read each example. •	When the habitats of tigers are destroyed, 
their population decreases and they are 
considered endangered animals. 

•	In Africa, people are trying to help 
endangered rhinos from disappearing from 
the planet. 

Check 
Understanding

Students: Practice saying 
each completed sentence to 
yourself.
Students: Say each 
completed sentence to a 
partner or the class.

•	People can help endangered animals by… 
•	If endangered animals disappear from the 

planet, they… 

Word Relatives Teacher: Read each word.

Students: Echo read each 
word.

•	endanger 
•	endangers 
•	endangering 
•	danger 

How Used in Text Teacher: Read. •	In this passage, you will find out how some 
fish in seas are endangered because of 
people’s actions and how people can change 
those actions to help fish. 


