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BUILDING BACKGROUND KNOWLEDGE	

Level B • Lesson 31

Word: Purpose

Definition Teacher: Read the definition.

Students: Complete the 
sentence.
Students: Underline the 
word.

•	When something has a purpose, there is a 
reason for why it exists. 

•	If something has a purpose, there is a reason 
for… 

Synonyms 
Words or phrases 
with the same or 
similar meaning

Teacher: Read each synonym.

Students: Repeat each 
synonym. 
Students: Circle the synonym 
to be remembered.

•	reason for existing 
•	a use 
•	job 
•	function 

Antonyms 
Words or phrases 
with the opposite 
meaning

Teacher: Read each antonym.

Students: Repeat each 
antonym. 
Students: Circle the antonym 
to be remembered. 

•	without a reason 
•	lacking a use 

Examples Teacher: Read each example. •	The purpose of a red traffic light is to signal to 
drivers to stop their car. 

•	The purpose of the student bake sale was to 
raise money for a class trip. 

Check 
Understanding

Students: Practice saying 
each completed sentence to 
yourself.
Students: Say each 
completed sentence to a 
partner or the class.

•	You can use a backpack for the purpose of… 
•	One purpose of money is… 

Word Relatives Teacher: Read each word.

Students: Echo read each 
word.

•	purposes 
•	purposeful 

How Used in Text Teacher: Read. •	In this article, you will learn how animals use 
their tails for different purposes. 


