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BUILDING BACKGROUND KNOWLEDGE	

Level C • Lesson 14

Word: Reluctant

Definition Teacher: Read the definition.

Students: Complete the 
sentence.
Students: Underline the 
word.

•	When you are feeling reluctant, you feel like 
you aren’t sure and don’t want to do 
something.  

•	If you feel reluctant, you… 

Synonyms 
Words or phrases 
with the same or 
similar meaning

Teacher: Read each synonym.

Students: Repeat each 
synonym. 
Students: Circle the synonym 
to be remembered.

•	unwilling 
•	don’t want to  
•	not sure 
•	cautious 

Antonyms 
Words or phrases 
with the opposite 
meaning

Teacher: Read each antonym.

Students: Repeat each 
antonym. 
Students: Circle the antonym 
to be remembered. 

•	willing 
•	want to 
•	sure 
•	eager 

Examples Teacher: Read each example. •	His little sister is reluctant to try new foods if 
she doesn’t like how they look. 

•	The boy is reluctant to sign up for the new 
club because he is worried he won’t know 
anyone else. 

Check 
Understanding

Students: Practice saying 
each completed sentence to 
yourself.
Students: Say each 
completed sentence to a 
partner or the class.

•	Something I am reluctant about doing is… 
•	You can help people who are reluctant to use 

some technologies by…  

Word Relatives Teacher: Read the word.

Students: Echo read the 
word.

•	reluctance 

How Used in Text Teacher: Read. •	In this story, a teacher has assigned group 
work to the class, and a girl is reluctant about 
having to complete the assignment with her 
group. 


