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BUILDING BACKGROUND KNOWLEDGE	

Level B • Lesson 30

Concept: Ways animals communicate

Explanation Teacher: Read the 
explanation.

Students: Complete the 
sentence(s).

•	Animals need to communicate with other animals. 
Animals use different ways to share information. 

•	Animals need to… 
•	Animals use different… 

Types 
Words or 
phrases that 
name types of 
the concept

Teacher: Read each type.

Students: Repeat each 
type. 
Students: Circle the type 
to be remembered.

•	sound 
•	visual 
•	touch 

Type 
Descriptions 
Words or 
phrases that 
explain each 
type

Teacher: Read each 
description.

Students: Repeat each 
description.

•	sound – noise that can be made by animals 
•	visual – related to seeing; able to be seen 
•	touch – the act of coming into contact with 

something 

Type Details Teacher: Read each type 
and details.

Students: Echo read each 
type and details.

•	sound – song, note, call; chirp, tweet, bark, hiss 
•	visual – display, show, pose, strut; active, energetic 
•	touch – tap, play, wrestle, nuzzle, lick 

Examples Teacher: Read each 
example.

•	With the sound of a loud call, a bird sends a warning 
to other birds in the forest. 

•	A wolf will raise its fur as a visual signal to other 
wolves that it wants to be in charge. 

•	A mother tiger cleans her cub by licking it.

Check 
Understanding

Students: Practice saying 
the completed sentence 
to yourself.
Students: Say the 
completed sentence to a 
partner or the class.

•	A bird might communicate through sound by… 
•	When a cat arches its back and moves away, that is a 

visual signal that might mean… 
•	Using touch, a dog might lick another dog’s face to 

show… 

How Used in 
Text 

Teacher: Read. •	In this article, you will learn how birds communicate 
in different ways. 


