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BUILDING BACKGROUND KNOWLEDGE	

Level B • Lesson 18

Word: Astonish

Definition Teacher: Read the definition.

Students: Complete the 
sentence.
Students: Underline the 
word.

•	When you astonish someone, you do 
something that amazes the person. 

•	If you astonish someone, you… 

Synonyms 
Words or phrases 
with the same or 
similar meaning

Teacher: Read each synonym.

Students: Repeat each 
synonym. 
Students: Circle the synonym 
to be remembered.

•	amaze 
•	surprise 
•	cause wonder 

Antonyms 
Words or phrases 
with the opposite 
meaning

Teacher: Read each antonym.

Students: Repeat each 
antonym. 
Students: Circle the antonym 
to be remembered. 

•	bore 
•	disappoint 
•	make uninteresting 

Examples Teacher: Read each example. •	When people hear a parrot talk, it might 
astonish them. 

•	The juggler was able to astonish the audience 
with the tricks she did. 

Check 
Understanding

Students: Practice saying 
each completed sentence to 
yourself.
Students: Say each 
completed sentence to a 
partner or the class.

•	A skateboarder might astonish people by… 
•	You might astonish a friend if you… 

Word Relatives Teacher: Read each word.

Students: Echo read each 
word.

•	astonishes 
•	astonishing 
•	astonishment 

How Used in Text Teacher: Read. •	In this story, you will read about a girl who 
describes an experience that will astonish  
her friends. 


