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Progress Monitoring  
with i-Ready Assessment  
i-Ready provides a variety of progress monitoring options for educators to customize interventions and evaluate 
student progress. We recognize that with so many assessment options, students can be over-tested. With that in mind, 
we ground our approach to progress monitoring in four key beliefs: 

•	 Assess Purposefully: Avoid over-assessment.

•	 Prioritize the Skills: Monitor the things that matter most.

•	 Incorporate into Instruction: When possible, include progress monitoring as part of instruction. 

•	 Utilize the Data: Routinely modify instruction and student placement decisions based on the data.  

Key Considerations for Effective Progress Monitoring
Progress monitoring models differ from state to state and even from district to district. The i-Ready Assessment suite 
has flexible tools so educators can customize progress monitoring experiences based on the academic needs of their 
students. 

We encourage educators to use i-Ready results as one of many data points to inform intervention efforts. Educators 
should consider the following when choosing the right assessment tool for their progress monitoring needs:

What is being monitored? For example, are broad measures of reading being monitored, or is the preference to 
measure students on more specific, discrete foundational skills? 

How frequently is progress monitoring needed? Some students will require less frequent progress monitoring, 
whereas other students may require more monitoring to evaluate the success of an intervention. 

What data is reported? Progress monitoring data tends to provide several types of comparisons that students are 
monitored against to determine if a student is on track to achieve a given goal. For example, is the goal to compare the 
student:

•	 To their prior performance?

•	 To the performance of other students in a specific class or school?

•	 Against expected progress across time, often represented in progress monitoring processes as the “rate of 
improvement (ROI)”?

What’s the tradeoff between time spent on assessment and the implementation of targeted, high-quality 
instruction? Some progress monitoring tools that measure broad concepts tend to take longer, but they are designed 
to offer more information and insights about your students. More targeted progress monitoring tools are faster and 
leave more time for instruction, but they provide less information. There will always be tension between taking more 
time for assessing, gathering the best and most actionable data, and wanting to use the maximum time for instruction. 

And finally, what is the purpose of collecting the student data? Educators need to ensure they are supporting 
students with the most impactful interventions while meeting district and state reporting requirements. 
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Progress Monitoring Options for a Range of Needs
Because progress monitoring needs vary, educators are encouraged to understand the benefits of each progress 
monitoring option available within the i-Ready system. i-Ready’s suite of assessments offers many ways to measure 
student progress throughout the school year. Instantly available, easy-to-use reports show student performance data 
at the student, classroom, grade, school, and district level.
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Informal and Formal Progress Monitoring  
with i-Ready Assessment
With i-Ready’s technology-enhanced tools, educators can monitor student progress for different purposes:
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Using i-Ready Assessment in Your  
Progress Monitoring Process 
Most educators will agree that student progress should be measured repeatedly throughout the year, and the data 
generated from progress monitoring tools should be used to inform instructional decision making. 

The ideal cadence for progress monitoring depends on many factors, including the skill or subskill being measured, 
the rate at which the skill or subskill is learned, the student’s grade and developmental level, and the frequency and 
intensity of instruction or intervention that the student is receiving. 

At Curriculum Associates, we believe the teacher knows what is best for their individual students. Because i-Ready 
provides multiple methods of progress monitoring, we recommend that educators strategically select the best 
assessment options based on the individual needs of students. In general, we recommend more frequent progress 
monitoring when measuring specific skills or subskills being taught during intensive intervention and less frequent 
progress monitoring when measuring general outcomes for all students. 

The calendar below offers one example of how a district could design a progress monitoring schedule with i-Ready 
Assessment for students receiving Tier 3 reading intervention. 

i-Ready received high ratings from NCII for 
its use as an Academic Screening, Progress 

Monitoring, and Intervention Tool.

For more information, about how i-Ready can support 
your intervention efforts, please contact an educational 
consultant in your state, or visit: 

CurriculumAssociates.com/Topics/RTI-MTSS

CurriculumAssociates.com/LitTasksBrochure

i-Ready Diagnostic 
for all students

Growth Monitoring 
may be used for 

students needing 
monthly progress 

monitoring.

Literacy Tasks 
are used primarily for 

students in need of 
intensive intervention 

with literacy.
Administered up to 20 

times per year.

Fall Winter Spring

Ongoing

https://www.curriculumassociates.com/topics/rti-mtss
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