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ASCO offers the following specific guidance on the appropriate use of large language models (LLMs)/ 

artificial intelligence (AI) tools for abstracts submitted for ASCO’s educational meetings.  

1. Authors must be aware of the rapidly evolving capabilities and deficiencies of these tools. 

Authors remain responsible for the accuracy of all content submitted and are responsible for any 

breach of publication or research ethics.  

2. ASCO does not accept abstracts listing nonhuman authors. LLMs and AI tools cannot be listed as 

an author under any circumstances, as:  

a. these tools do not meet the criteria of authorship as defined by ICMJE rules since they 

cannot generate new ideas;  

b. AI and LLMs cannot complete conflict of interest disclosures;  

c. ASCO requires that authors be responsible for the content contained in the abstract 

submission and accountable for all aspects of the work, and a machine cannot assume 

that responsibility nor can the human authors transfer that responsibility to a machine; 

and  

d. authors are responsible for potential episodes of plagiarism and copyright violations that 

some LLMs/AI may not effectively avoid and may unintentionally promote.  

3. ASCO generally discourages the use of LLMs and AI tools to generate written content in 

submissions. LLMs and AI tools used to assist in writing abstracts must be noted in the abstract 

body section. If LLMs or AI tools are used in the research itself (e.g., data analysis), it must be 

disclosed in the Methods section. In either place, the authors must note the LLM or AI tool used, 

the version number, the date accessed, and the manufacturer/creator name along with a 

description of how and for which parts of the submission the tools were used. AI tools used to 

assist with grammar, spelling, formatting, and reference clean up do not need to be disclosed.  

 


