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DESCRIPTION

In the years up to the 1830s, British trade with China was monopolised by the East India Company. The Company’s 
staff and agents based in Macao and Canton (now Guangzhou) conducted their business under the highly restrictive 
Canton System. It was against this background that the Canton Register was established in Guangzhou in 1827, 
marking the beginning of English journalism on the China coast. The signing of the Treaty of Nanking in 1842 and 
subsequent treaties forced China to cede Hong Kong to Britain and open many other Chinese coastal and inland 
cities as treaty ports for trade with the West. Following the steps of British government representatives, merchants, 
and missionaries, English journalism found its way into such Chinese cities as Hong Kong, Guangzhou, Shanghai, 
Weihai, Tianjin, Beijing, and Chengdu.

While most of the selected English newspapers and periodicals in this archive were founded and managed by British 
interests, local Chinese entrepreneurs, elites, and political forces—including the Chinese nationalist and communist 
parties from the 1920s onward–also found their voices in the indigenous English media (e.g., The Voice of China and 
Peiping Chronicle).

HOW IT BENEFITS SCHOLARSHIP

This archive provides unparalleled primary sources for understanding China’s interaction with the modern world 
through English-language journalism. It benefits:

•	 Journalism and Media Studies: Traces the evolution of English-language media in China, highlighting its role in 
shaping opinion, mediating politics, and reflecting cross-cultural perspectives.

•	 Colonial and Imperial History: Documents British colonial influence, treaty port life, and nationalist resistance, 
revealing power dynamics and social change.

•	 Asian and Chinese Studies: Offers insights into cultural exchange, modernisation debates, and the voices of 
Chinese elites engaging with global discourse.

•	 Political Science and International Relations: Illuminates foreign policy communication, diplomatic relations, 
and the rise of Chinese nationalism.

•	 Economic and Trade History: Provides evidence of trade patterns, commercial activity, and economic 
modernisation during the treaty port era.

INCLUDED WITHIN ARE:
•	 Canton Register
•	 The China Mail
•	 Peking and Tientsin Times
•	 The Celestial Empire
•	 Peking Post

FEATURES AND TOOLS
•	 See the frequency of search terms within a content set to begin 

assessing interactions and how they developed over time with the 
Term Frequency tool. 

•	 Develop research topics by identifying and organising frequently 
occurring themes and revealing hidden relationships between search 
terms with the Topic Finder tool. 

•	 Mine this content within Gale Digital Scholar Lab. 

•	 Enhance student instruction with the dedicated Learning Center. 

•	 Cross-search content from other Gale Primary Sources archives.
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