QUICK FACTS

Sources: The National Archives, UK; British
Library; Library of Congress; Archives
Centre, National Museums Liverpool, UK;
Somerset Archives, UK; and more

Size: Approximately 430,000 pages

Content Types: Correspondence,
newspapers, commercial and trade papers,
manuscripts and personal papers, legal briefs

Date Range: 1860-1875
Available: December 2024

Newly Digitized Materials: 100%
new scanning

Disciplines Supported: American history,
British history, history of diplomacy and
international relations, economic history
migration studies, legal history, war studies

Complementary Gale Archives:

American Historical Periodicals from
the American Antiquarian Society

British Library Newspapers
Nineteenth Century UK Periodicals
Nineteenth Century U.S. Newspapers
Sabin Americana

Slavery and Anti-Slavery

Usage Highlights:

Discover text that includes handwriting
at all search levels (basic, advanced, and
document level] with Gale’s handwritten
text recognition (HTR) technology

Mine this content within
Gale Digital Scholar Lab

Enhance student instruction with
the forthcoming Learning Center

Cross-search content from other
Gale Primary Sources archives

Find related resources in the
Gale eBooks collection using the
“Related Resources” feature

As an alternative to searching, browse
content at the collection level in the file
order in which it was arranged

GALE PRIMARY SOURCES FACT SHEET

THE AMERICAN CIVIL WAR:
THE INTERNATIONAL
CONTEXT
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DELIVER GREATER RESEARCH
OPPORTUNITIES

The American Civil War is increasingly considered a major nineteenth-
century event not just in American history but also in global politics, with
ramifications for the future of slavery and ideas of popular, democratic
government. Both Unionists and Confederates conducted separate but
parallel diplomatic negotiations and trade arrangement with European
nations, particularly Britain and France, while the choices Europe made
had an impact on the war and subsequent international dynamics.

The American Civil War: The International Context demonstrates the
involvement of European nations in the American Civil War, including
their internal discussions, reactions to approaches from Unionists and
Confederates, the challenges and advantages the American conflict
brought, and its impact on politics and society.
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@m %@n@mm Ame@gm/{/ VALUE OF THE COLLECTION

e o Multiple Perspectives: The diplomatic correspondence regarding the
American Civil War is complemented by papers of cotton merchants and
shipbuilders, papers of pro-Union and pro-Confederate societies, letters
home from Europeans who enlisted in the war, and legal documents
relating to compensation after the war’s end.

e Comprehensive Coverage: The London American and The Index—Britain-
based pro-Union and pro-Confederacy newspapers, respectively—are
both included to give researchers insights into contrasting viewpoints
and propaganda that aimed to shape British public opinion during the
American Civil War. Both newspapers are cross-searchable.

» Topical Relevance: While the American Civil War is a fundamental topic
of every university course on American history, lecturers are increasingly
looking to teach the war in its transnational context. This archive
provides the primary source insights needed to analyze the war from an
international perspective.

COLLECTIONS INCLUDE

The National Archives, UK

PSRN P e Qe Sluial
oitoncs e ¢ Records from the Foreign Office: Political and Other Departments:
e J?M R « by General Correspondence before 1906, United States of America,
e e R AR “"’7‘_,, L Series Il, 218,540 pages
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T 7%14 é‘m e Records from the Foreign Office: Embassy and Consulates,

f{%’;f‘“‘“ ’7/‘““ United States of America: General Correspondence, 115,840 pages
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b cunls yuwaho ot coporte i au sin iadlaslony e The London American, 1860-1863, 1,260 pages

e The Index. A Weekly Journal of Politics ... Devoted to the exposition
of mutual interests, political and commercial of Great Britain and the
Confederate State of America, 1862-1865, 2,752 pages

Library of Congress
e Henry Hotze Papers, 1861-1865, 436 pages

Archives Centre, National Museums Liverpool
e Fraser, Trenholm & Co. Papers, 1860-1877, 15,410 pages

e Bryson Collection, Cobham Family Records, 1862-1865, 400 pages
e George Busk Crow Letters, 1861-1864, 110 pages
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GALE DIGITAL SCHOLAR LAB

Position your library as a hub for digital humanities (DH) research and equip
learners preparing to enter the workforce with twenty-first-century skills using
Gale Digital Scholar Lab, the award-winning, cloud-based analysis platform that
mines historical text to tell impactful visual stories.

With Gale Digital Scholar Lab, your library can:

Provide a Full-Service Hub for DH Research: With the new Gale Research
Showcase, Gale now offers the full spectrum of digital scholarship, from
data curation and analysis to collaborative learning and now peer-reviewed
publishing for early-career researchers.

Remove Barriers to Digital Humanities: Using streamlined tools and the
comprehensive Learning Center, the Lab sets users of all skill levels right to
work analyzing any plain-text data, regardless of technical experience.

Harness the Power of Data-Led Scholarship: With the Lab, sourcing, cleaning,
and analyzing content from American Civil War alongside tens of millions of
pages of other Gale Primary Sources has evolved using enhanced visualization
techniques and natural language processing.

Boost Usage of Your Institutional Investment: Using the Lab shows increased
usage of Gale Primary Sources.

Now researchers can:

Work in Groups: Using Gale Digital Scholar Lab: Groups, students and faculty can
collaborate in real-time with others in the institution directly within the platform.

Acquire New Digital Skills for the Workforce: The comprehensive Learning
Center is continually updated with sample projects, Python scripts, and learning
content to promote digital literacy in the classroom and the workforce beyond.

LEARNING CENTERS FOR GALE PRIMARY SOURCES

Gale now offers instructional support in nearly all Gale Primary Sources
archives to make them as accessible as possible—at no additional cost to the
library. Built with the student researcher in mind, Learning Centers pursue an
urgent goal: to help connect the library’s interdisciplinary archival content to
student success.

Learning Centers promote usage and amplify information literacy by:
e Orienting new users with the content available in a digital archive

¢ Providing guidance and best practices for searching, browsing, citing,
and reusing primary sources

¢ Kindling inspiration for new research topics

O Learn more at gale.com/gpscatalog
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