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COMMON CLAIMS AGAINST 
GOVERNMENTS

EXAMPLES

Legality of policies / decisions that increase 
greenhouse gas emissions (e.g., approval of 
fossil fuel infrastructure)

Sierra Club v. FERC (challenge to approval of 
natural gas pipeline); Center for Biological 
Diversity v. FERC (challenge to approval of LNG 
terminal)

Statutory obligations to regulate 
greenhouse gas emissions (“substantive 
regulation cases”)

Massachusetts v. EPA (action to compel EPA to 
regulate motor vehicle emissions); American 
Lung Association v. EPA (challenge to EPA’s 
weakening of power plant regulations)

Constitutional / common law obligations to 
regulate greenhouse gas emissions 
(“climate rights cases”)

Juliana v. United States (claim that federal govt. 
violated constitutional rights by failing to control 
greenhouse gas emissions); Held v. State of 
Montana (claim that states’ support for climate 
damaging activities violated state Constitution)



COMMON CLAIMS AGAINST PRIVATE 
PARTIES

EXAMPLES

Inadequate or misleading climate 
disclosures

Berrin v. Delta Airlines (greenwashing suit, 
alleging Delta misrepresented the climate 
impacts of its operations); Fentress v. Exxon 
(action by Exxon employees re: company’s 
failure to disclose information about climate 
change that would impact stock valuation)

Failure to adapt to climate change 
leading to breach of regulatory programs

Conservation Law Foundation v. ExxonMobil 
(action alleging that Exxon violated permit by 
failing to prepare coastal fuel storage terminal 
for sea level rise)

Failure to mitigate or adapt to climate 
change causing damage to others’ rights 
(“climate damage cases”)

City of Oakland v. BP (claim by local govt. 
seeking to recover costs incurred in dealing with 
climate impacts); Leon v. ExxonMobil (wrongful 
death suit against Exxon filed by family of 
woman who died during heatwave)


