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Broadcast: Everyday Heroes Who Are Passionate for Mentoring and Equipping the Next Generation – 
Part 2 
Guest(s): Jon and Marylois Gibson  
Air Date: September 24, 2025 

Dr. James Dobson: Hello everyone. You're listening to Family Talk, the radio broadcasting ministry 
of the James Dobson Family Institute. I'm Dr. James Dobson, and thank you for 
joining us for this program. 

Roger Marsh: Well welcome to Family Talk. I'm Roger Marsh. On our last broadcast, we began 
an inspiring conversation with Jon and Marylois Gibson, longtime friends of 
Doctor and Mrs. Dobson, supporters of the James Dobson Family Institute. As a 
matter of fact, founding board members of the JDFI. Jon shared his journey from 
Air Force Pilot to successful real estate developer while Marylois told us about 
her passion for homeschooling and mentoring young people. On today's edition 
of Dr. James Dobson's Family Talk, we'll continue that discussion as Jon and 
Marylois revealed their heart for preserving Dr. Dobson's legacy through the 
James Dobson Family Institute. You'll also hear about their unique ministry in 
Romania where they are transforming an entire village, showing Christ's love to 
neglected children. Now, the story of Jon and Marylois Gibson beautifully 
illustrates what happens when we simply say yes to God's calling and allow Him 
to use us in ways we never imagined. Today's program was recorded shortly 
before Dr. Dobson went home to be with the Lord on August 21st. So here now 
is Gary Bauer with Jon and Marylois Gibson on Family Talk. 

Gary Bauer: Well, hello everybody. Welcome back to Family Talk. We have a continuation of 
our show. We've got Jon and Marylois with us today and to follow up on a great 
conversation we've had with them already, but let's get right into it. 

Jon Gibson: Well, thank you Gary. We're humbled and pleased to be able to be back with 
you again today. Anything we can do to promote the beauty of the wisdom of 
James Dobson Family Talk is just an honor to us. 

Gary Bauer: Now all these years you've stayed close to Dr. Dobson and now we've got the 
James Dobson Family Institute and as he continues to touch countless people's 
lives around America. Jon, you were original board member of the James 
Dobson Family Institute. Share a little bit about how committed that you guys 
are to this legacy of Dr. Dobson continuing so that future families can have the 
benefit of what so many families have had the benefit of over these decades. 

Jon Gibson: Thank you, Gary. I'm just so excited. Jim Dobson had so much that he can offer, 
and here's the beauty as well, and that is that our audience needs to know that 
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there are over 5,000 of his radio programs have been recorded. And with the 
help of AI and digital, we believe that we can spread Dr. Dobson's voice across 
the world to have maybe a hundred times more reach than he's had in his entire 
lifetime. And now with the current generation, they want to hear short bursts of 
information. And so we do the one minute briefing with Dr. Dobson and that 
will give them a glimpse into a particular area they're struggling with and then 
they can go to JDFI and they can get more information. So the wisdom that God 
gave Jim Dobson is so precious and so valuable. We have to make sure that we 
can carry that on. And that's why we're excited to be involved with James 
Dobson Family Institute. That's where his heart is, that's where his legacy is, and 
we just want to continue to promote that to spread the gospel across the world 
through all wisdom that God gave Jim Dobson. 

Marylois Gibson: I think it's not only the wisdom of Jim Dobson, but the beauty of Jim's approach 
has been through interviewing other people. So it's not just Jim's wisdom that 
he has shared. It's the wisdom that has accumulated through his many 
interactions with others. And so it's the wisdom that God has sprinkled 
throughout his people that are available. And so if it's someone who doesn't 
necessarily resonate with what Jim happens to be saying at that moment, 
there's probably somebody else that he has talked to over the years who will 
resonate with that person and give them the little nuggets that they need to go 
on and be successful in Jesus. 

Jon Gibson: That's absolutely right. And as I think of that, I think of how gracious Jim has 
been because there are hundreds, literally hundreds of ministries that were 
undiscovered that Jim interviewed and now their reach has grown a hundred 
fold to be able to influence people.  

Marylois Gibson:  Right.  

Gary Bauer: There's a tendency, even in the Christian world, you have your organization, 
your ministry, and you begin to get very defensive. “I want to protect this 
ministry. I don't want any competition. I don't want anybody getting on my turf. 
I've already got a group that deals with that.” Dr. Dobson's approach over all 
these decades has been to open his hand and let whatever he's got to be shared 
with everyone else. And so the Alliance Defense Fund started with Dr. Dobson's 
help. Of course, he came alongside of the Family Research Council at the very 
beginning, and I was blessed to be part of that in that first decade. Group after 
group, I think we would love to be able to say that everything's gone well for 
faith, family and freedom. But I was thinking the other day, where would we be 
today if Dr. Dobson had not appeared on the scene and for all these decades 
defended those pillars of our civilization. 

Jon Gibson: Exactly. And all the data shows that people of childbearing age are much more 
excited about learning god's ways than people even in past generations. And so 
now we have a platform and we have the information available to help them 
with everything dealing with marriage and raising children and being good 
family spouses. 
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Gary Bauer: You touched on this a little earlier, but I think it's worth repeating. You both 
have spent a lot of time of making sure your children and then your 
grandchildren were in love with the Lord and having the right priorities. And a 
lot of people when they think legacy, they want to leave a legacy or they want 
to leave an estate for their family and their grandchildren, and they're always 
thinking about naturally you're thinking things, money. But the ultimate 
inheritance is what we teach our children and grandchildren about our love for 
Christ and the important things in life. And I know you both have a great heart 
about that. Talk about how that motivated you and your own families. 

Jon Gibson: We're in the fourth quarter of our life and we believe that the most important 
thing we can do in this fourth quarter is to help our grandchildren fall in love 
with Jesus and know the wild adventure they can be part of. In fact, we just 
spent yesterday making more plans. We're going to be taking three of our eight 
grandchildren along with our son to India to help build a girls' dormitory for 
Christian school just because I have seen so often that reaching out our side of 
ourselves to be on mission trips, especially to third world countries, helps us 
develop just the concept that life is not about us. Life is about being used, and 
we're so much happier when we can do that 

Marylois Gibson: Well. I also think the advantage of taking children to serve in a third world 
country situation, I wish every American child would spend some time in a third 
world country. It's life changing, it's perspective changing, and those things are 
critical in really developing an attitude of gratitude and a recognition of what we 
have been given in this amazing country. 

Gary Bauer: Marylois, Jon and I were talking on the phone the other day and we started 
talking about the fact that it was no surprise to God when we were born in 
America or ended up being able to come to America and become a citizen. He 
knew exactly where we were going to be born. And in so many ways, being born 
here is the greatest blessing you could possibly receive compared to all the 
other places you might be might be born in communist China and hiding your 
Christian faith. American young people can take it for granted because they've 
never seen anything else and they think the whole world is like this. So to do 
what you're doing and taking your children and grandchildren to see what a 
good bit of the world is like, it's bound to give them a greater appreciation for a 
country that was built on the idea that our liberty comes from God and that this 
could be a shining city on a hill as long as we continue to understand what a 
blessing it was that we received from Him. 

Jon Gibson: Absolutely. And it goes with what you talked about earlier. It's so easy and the 
Bible talks about this so easy to become complacent Christians thinking it's all 
okay and we're okay, but we think about the stories in the Bible like the 
Pharisee that prayed and said, God, thank goodness that I'm not like some of 
these other people, but yet the person that Jesus recognized was the tax 
collectors who wouldn't even look up, said, God, I'm just not even worthy. And 
it's that appreciation for who we are, which is why I try to start every morning 
thanking God for at least 10 things. There was an author that talked about that, 
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and so he then talked about the fact that he became sick and was feeling really 
sorry for himself, and a man came over and visited him and said, what are you 
grumping about? You're the guy that wrote the book about giving thanks for 
things. So he said, okay, all right, I'll see you later. So as he left, he said, okay, 
God, I want to thank you for the fact that that guy, the door is shut and I don't 
have to listen to him anymore. That went on with nine other things. So it's that 
attitude of gratitude that makes us the kind of Christians that people want to 
know more about Christ. 

Gary Bauer: Yeah. Marylois, you mentioned you homeschooled. I recall when I was in the 
Reagan administration, homeschooling just seemed to be getting some traction 
and it was still considered to be sort of an odd thing. And when I think back on 
it, Dr. Dobson was, I think one of the original people who gave homeschooling 
visibility. That this wasn't some weird people out there trying to not send their 
kids to school. This was a commitment that we can educate our children better 
than they can in a government school. And now homeschooling has just 
exploded and grew even more during the unfortunate COVID epidemic, but it's 
amazing to see that growth. You're kind of a pioneer having been doing that 
many decades ago. 

Marylois Gibson: Well, thank you. And it wasn't a popular thing when I did it. I took a lot of heat 
from well-meaning people who it was like, “Well, who do you think you are? 
You're not a certified teacher.” And I'm like, well, that's true, but who cares 
more about my kids than I do? And He will give you the ideas and the creativity 
if you just commit to Him on a daily basis and go forward. And there were many 
days that I did a poor job of it, but there are also days that I did a great job and I 
can look back and say we had fun. 

 It was probably the funnest part of parenting, and we did not do school at 
home. We did reality-based learning and there's a huge difference. There 
weren't a lot of curriculums available to purchase at the time, so I didn't 
purchase any. We just pressed ahead on learning things that it was important to 
learn from real life and problem solving and experimenting and doing things 
with your hands and going places. So I'm glad that the movement is much 
stronger and it's considered not as weird, but I still encourage parents to do it, 
not by just buying something off the shelf and stuffing it down your kid's throat. 
Do what's creative that draws out the curiosity and the interests and the joys of 
discovery in your own child. 

Gary Bauer: In many different states, there's still these efforts to regulate homeschooling in 
inappropriate ways to try to restrict it and so forth. The government schools 
don't want any competition. 

Jon Gibson: Exactly. 

Gary Bauer: But the research is absolutely clear that parents are the first and most 
important teachers that a child has, and nobody's going to love that child more 
than the people that brought the child into the world. So we're a better country. 
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I was undersecretary of education for a while, and under Bill Bennett very early 
on, we saw the research and it's all positive, and you'll see a lot of these 
competitions, math competitions and spelling bees, and it's often 
homeschooled children that are coming in first, second, and third place. 

Jon Gibson: Absolutely. Absolutely. Yeah. At the risk of being redundant, you can do it, dad, 
you can do it, mom and your kids will become shining lights. One of the 
arguments against homeschooling is how are they going to learn to 
communicate with other people and be out there? I'm saying they won't learn it 
from seventh and eighth graders who make fun of them. Our son, for example, I 
remember he was probably eight years old. We were at a gathering and there 
were three doctors talking to each other. He walked up and said, “Hi, I'm 
Marcus Gibson,” and began talking with them because you learn how to 
communicate with people older than you and younger than you, and you learn 
how to then encourage younger people.  

Gary Bauer: Wow, that's a great example that your son would do that. That's really a 
comment on the confidence that you gave him to be able to do that with adults. 
Marylois, I understand you're involved in a relatively unique ministry dealing 
with the nation of Romania. I'm sure people would love to hear about that, how 
that won over your heart and what you're doing in Romania. 

Marylois Gibson: We have a young friend that we try to claim as a daughter. Her name is Sarah 
Vienna. She's actually been on the Dr. Dobson show a couple of times. She and a 
friend that she met in Romania through, it's a long story, but YWAM is what got 
her there. They started a ministry in Romania for neglected and abandoned 
children. It actually kicked off primarily when they found children in the 
children's hospital that were just laying in their cribs and not even crying 
because there was no point. 

 And so they started with a diaper program, volunteers coming from all over the 
world to hold these babies, play with the babies, diaper the babies. So they 
thought, well, let's get to the root of the problem instead of just having all these 
children. And so over the years, they started first just a little kids club, and then 
they started a little afterschool program and there was some resistance on the 
part of the parents because the generational poverty says, “So who do you think 
you are? You think you're better than your mom and dad? You think you should 
be able to read when mom and dad can't read?” So there was some resistance 
there, but over the years and just continuing to love on these kids, we now have 
our very own building, which was a huge thing. Just to buy property in a post-
communist country is miracle after miracle. So now we have about 300 children 
in our afterschool programs and we have a couple of college graduates, which is 
enormous. The first girl that we came around and sent to the high school, she 
was the first in the history of her village to complete eighth grade and go on to 
high school.  

Jon Gibson: Seriously. 
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Marylois Gibson: And to see how over the years this is changing. Now we have parents saying, 
“Can my kid be in your program?” And we're even seeing young parents saying, 
“Wow, could I learn to read? Could I learn about your Jesus?” And so we're able 
to start having little Bible study groups and the whole culture of that village is 
starting to change because of the dedication of these young women who have 
dedicated their lives to making a difference in the lives of all these children. I'm 
cheerleader number one. I've also tried to write some curriculum that they can 
use to teach some basic, basic health issues to the kids, and primarily it's to just 
come around them and let them know Jesus is with you. It might be pretty bleak 
at your home, but Jesus will go home with you and He'll still be your friend and 
He will help you achieve when you think and other people tell you; you can't do 
it. You can do it. 

Gary Bauer: Wow. 

Marylois Gibson: And so it's been thrilling to see the difference that this is making. 

Gary Bauer: Marylois, that sounds like a wonderful project. And so much of the world, 
people, they may never meet an American, and when they do, it may not always 
be a positive experience, but when they meet somebody like you in this ministry 
and bringing the love of Jesus to them, the ripple effect of that, we'll never 
know until we are all with the Lord, right? And we can see how it all fits 
together. What a wonderful thing to devote yourself to. 

Marylois Gibson: It's been great. 

Gary Bauer: I want to take a second just to say how much the JDFI team appreciate you 
folks. We're all committed to Dr. Dobson and Shirley and their legacy, and we 
believe there's just a reservoir of wealth and knowledge that we have at JDFI. 
The way he was blessed was that couples like you kept coming up alongside of 
him and generously sharing what you were able to earn in your lives and 
supporting the ministry. So I have absolutely no doubt that whenever you're 
standing before the throne, you're going to hear well done good and faithful 
servants from God, from all of the things you've done. But I want to make sure 
you hear it now from the JDFI team that we love you guys. We appreciate you; 
we're amazed and awed by your generosity over the years. You both have come 
alongside the ministry in this very time right now and are helping in so many 
ways to continue this legacy. And we'll never forget all the sacrifices you've 
made to help this ministry continue to be effective. 

Jon Gibson: I'm laughing Gary because the fact that all we did was show up and allowed 
ourselves to be used, and your comments are very kind, but let's face it, God 
simply says, if we'll show up, He'll take us on a wild adventure. And it's just 
humbling to think of the privileges we've had with all the people we've met you 
and Dr. Dobson and all the good folks that work for JDFI, so we're all part of a 
team. 
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 We're all just as the guy that disciple may talked about. We're just one cog in a 
very big machine, and God chooses to use us as He wants, but I just have to 
emphasize if we'll simply say, God, I'm ready to be used, He'll take us on 
adventures we couldn't even imagine. The fact that I was able to work with Jim 
to look at land sites and building to be used by the ministry that wasn't because 
I'm a smart guy. It's because God said, if you'll be used, I'll use you because 
Jesus came to serve not to be served. And so we just want to follow in His 
footsteps. Thank you, Gary. It's such a privilege to work with you and all the 
team and kudos back to every team member who makes this all work. 

Gary Bauer: Thank you, Jon. You are a great couple and we all love you, and we look forward 
to working with you hopefully for many years to come.  

Marylois Gibson:  Thank you.  

Jon Gibson:  Thank you, Gary. 

Roger Marsh: I love what Jon Gibson said toward the end there. God simply says, if we'll show 
up, He'll take us on a wild adventure. The Gibsons have discovered what many 
of us need to hear, that life becomes more meaningful when we stop trying to 
control everything and start saying yes to God's invitations. You've been 
listening to a special edition of Dr. James Dobson's Family Talk, featuring an 
uplifting conversation with our own Gary Bauer, senior vice president of public 
policy here at the JDFI and host of the Defending Faith, Family and Freedom 
podcast, and his guests, Jon and Marylois Gibson, true everyday heroes 
discussing legacy service and trusting God's plan. Now, if you missed any portion 
of today's broadcast or if you'd like to share it with a friend, go to 
drjamesdobson.org/familytalk.  

 And if you haven't done so already, I want to encourage you to sign up for our 
free email series. It's called “Raising Kids with Love and Limits.” This series 
delivers practical insights right to your inbox, everything from setting healthy 
boundaries to building character in your children. To sign up, go to 
drjamesdobson.org and look for the “Raising Kids with Love and Limits” email 
series. That's drjamesdobson.org. The Dr. James Dobson Family Institute exists 
to preserve and promote the biblical principles that strengthen marriages, 
protect children, and build healthy families. As Jon Gibson mentioned today, we 
have over 5,000 archived programs containing decades of Dr. Dobson's wisdom 
insights that could reach a hundred times more families through new 
technology. But this mission depends on friends like you who believe that strong 
families are the foundation of a strong society. Your financial partnership helps 
us continue broadcasting hope and practical guidance to parents and 
grandparents who are doing one of life's most important jobs. Now, you can 
make a secure donation online at drjamesdobson.org. 

 You can also give a gift over the phone when you call 877-732-6825, or you can 
send your gift through the U.S. Postal Service. Our ministry mailing address as 
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always is Dr. James Dobson's Family Talk. Or you can just write JDFI for short, 
P.O. Box 39000, Colorado Springs, Colorado, 80949.  

Well, I'm Roger Marsh, and from all of us here at the JDFI and Family Talk, 
thanks so much for listening today. Be sure to join us again next time right here 
for another edition of Dr. James Dobson's Family Talk, the voice you can still 
trust, for the family you love.  

This has been a presentation of the Dr. James Dobson Family Institute. 

 


