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Dr. James Dobson: Welcome everyone to Family Talk. It's a ministry of the James Dobson Family
Institute supported by listeners just like you. I'm Dr. James Dobson and I'm
thrilled that you've joined us.

Roger Marsh: Well, welcome to a very special edition of Dr. James Dobson's Family Talk. I'm
Roger Marsh and today we are bringing you a special program that Dr. Dobson
recorded several years ago for the 75th anniversary of D-Day, the historic allied
invasion of Normandy, France that helped turn the tide of World War Il. That
took place on June the 6th. In this recording, Dr. Dobson is joined by retired
Lieutenant General Jerry Boykin, an original member of Delta Force, commander
of the legendary Green Berets, decorated war hero, and the son of a sailor who
was wounded driving a Higgins boat ashore at Omaha Beach. Together, they will
reflect on the courage, the brotherhood, and the extraordinary cost of that
pivotal day. So sit back and enjoy this powerful conversation featuring Dr. James
Dobson and the panel talking about storming the beach, remembering the
sacrifice of D-Day on today's edition of Family Talk.

Dr. James Dobson: Well, hello everyone. I'm James Dobson, the host of the radio program Family
Talk. And | want you to know that I'm especially pleased to have you join us on
this particular day. | wonder if anybody out there knows why. What is this day
that we're commemorating today? If you don't know, it's this anniversary of the
battle known as D-Day, which was the turning point in World War Il. That
historic battle occurred on June 6th, 1944 when the U.S. forces and its allies
crossed the English Channel at 6:00 AM and stormed five beaches at Normandy,
France. One of them was designated Omaha where 2,400 men, almost all of
them American were cut down on the sandy beach that day before the sun had
gone down. These courageous men, many of them were actually boys, 17 or 18
years of age right out of high school, were tasked with defeating the powerful
German army that was dug in on the cliffs above.

Nothing like that battle has been seen in world history. | think that's not an
overstatement. The Armada crossing the English channel that day was 6,900
ships and more than 11,000 airplanes, which ultimately included 160,000 men
in a titanic struggle. In total, 9,000 men were killed or wounded in the next few
days. Now today we're very privileged to have with us one of my heroes who
has a connection to D-Day. He is Lieutenant General Jerry Boykin, one of
America's greatest military leaders. He was an original member of the US Army's
Delta Force and he commanded the legendary Green Beret. He was also
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involved in military missions in Iran and Granada and Somalia where the
infamous Black Hawk Down battle was fought. General Boykin received the
Bronze Star, two Purple Hearts and other commendations too numerous to
recount. In addition to his prolific military career, he's the author of five books,
the best known of which is General Boykin's autobiography Never Surrender.
General Boykin is also the executive vice president of the Family Research
Council. He's an honorable man of God and an American patriot. General
Boykin, my friend, it's so good to talk to you, especially about a subject like this
where we're going to discuss the most hallowed of days.

Doctor, | can't tell you what a privilege it is to be with you on this very special
day.

Tell us how you feel about what happened on D-Day.

My dad grew up on a tobacco farm in Eastern North Carolina and at 17 years
old, he slipped away from their farm and enlisted in the Navy and he and four of
his brothers were there in the European theater and he was the only one
wounded and he was actually wounded there on D-Day at Normandy helping
bring troops ashore at Omaha Beach. And he was in the Navy, but he was
driving a landing craft and they took a direct hit and he doesn't remember
anything except waking up in the Bethesda Naval Hospital.

He was driving one of the Higgins boats, right?

That's right. He was driving a Higgins boat and when he woke up, he woke up in
the hospital in Portsmouth, | said Bethesda, but it was actually Portsmouth
Naval Hospital.

Do | understand they were hit by a mortar shell?

Well, they're not sure. He's not sure whether it was a mortar or whether it was
one of the large 75 millimeter guns or something, but most likely it was just a
lucky shot with a mortar that just happened to land and hit that boat. But it
blinded him and his left eye and he spent the rest of his life as a disabled
veteran. But when | took him to see Saving Private Ryan, it was a difficult
experience for him as he watched that and you could see that things were
coming back to him and you could see that it was emotional.

| imagine that was a difficult moment for you too, wasn't it?

It was very difficult for me. He'd said so very little about what happened that
day and then all of a sudden he was reliving it.

Tell me if he affirmed the accuracy of that movie.



Lt. Gen Jerry Boykin:

Dr. James Dobson:

Lt. Gen Jerry Boykin:

Dr. James Dobson:

Lt. Gen Jerry Boykin:

Dr. James Dobson:

Lt. Gen Jerry Boykin:

Dr. James Dobson:

Lt. Gen Jerry Boykin:

Dr. James Dobson:

Yes, he did. He confirmed that the fire from the Germans was just as intense as
it was portrayed in that movie. He remembered that as he was coming ashore.
He remembered that vividly.

When the movie ended, Shirley and | didn't move. We didn't feel like moving.
We were so touched by what we had seen that we just sat there and we were
both in tears. | don't think any other movie has ever had that impact on me at
seeing what actually happened on that day and the days afterward was just
terribly emotional for me. Was it for you?

Oh, absolutely. You know, you think about the 160,000 troops coming across
that beach that day and a large, large portion of those were Americans as they
came across that beach. And as you said earlier, these were 17 and 18 year old
boys literally that had been forced to become men very quickly. Stop and think
about this. Many of our millennials today have a notion about this thing called
safe space. Well, when those 17 and 18 year olds came across that beach that
day, the only safe space was on the other side of the German lines and they had
to fight to get there. | got to tell you that they were truly the greatest
generation.

Let's get back to your dad. How old was he when that occurred?

He had just turned 18 years old in April and this was the 6th of June that D-Day
occurred.

And he was blind in one eye for the rest of his life.
Yes, that’s correct.

But it's interesting you said that he didn't talk about it much. Imagine something
so significant in your life like this and not sharing it with anybody, but that was
characteristic of that generation, wasn't it?

Well, that's exactly right. And what was interesting was he would talk to his
brothers who were also, they weren't at D-Day. | mean, they weren't there at
the Normandy Beaches, but they were World War Il veterans and he would talk
to them, but he wouldn't talk to other people. If they were not a veteran and
had not been there, he wouldn't talk to them about it. And | think it was
because he was just unsure how they would react or respond to him. But that
was what, among other things, that made me determined to be in the military
because | saw that there was a brotherhood between veterans, especially those
that had been in World War Il and | wanted to be part of that.

Do | understand that there were five boys in his family and all five of them
served in the war?
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There were six boys in his family and one of them was beyond draft age and so
he did not serve, but there were five of the six that did serve.

Were any of the others wounded?

No, he was the only one that was wounded and the others came home
unscathed. But it was interesting that he was the baby by the way, baby boy
anyhow. And it was interesting as to how they looked up to him actually,
because they knew that he had been in a situation where it would go down in
history as one of the great battles of history, | think. And they actually looked up
to him and admired him because he'd been on those beaches that day and they
knew the significance of that.

| knew that you had said when it came down to your generation, there was
absolutely nothing for you to do but to be a military man, that was pretty much
understood in your family and especially by your dad. Is that correct?

There's no question about that. | knew as did my brother, that if you were a
male and your name is Boykin, you were going to serve in the military. Now not
necessarily for a career because neither my dad nor his brothers made a career
of it, but we knew we were going to serve. It was an obligation to pay our dues
to be able to enjoy the freedoms and the privileges that America offers.

And those boys that signed up, many of them were right out of high school as |
said. | wonder if they really knew what they were getting into because it was
just so horrendous.

Unless you've experienced combat, you can't imagine what combat is like. And
I'm sure that they did not know what they were getting into. They knew they
were going to do their part to serve the country, to protect and defend the
freedoms of this nation and to some extent to avenge the atrocities at Pearl
Harbor, but | don't think they knew what combat was going to be like,
particularly at the beaches of Omaha.

Tell me how young, immature men like that, boys really, deal with fear, abject
fear. | mean, they had to know that they were going right into the face of death.
They ran across those beaches with machine gunfire and mortar shells just
raining down on them and they did it. It's amazing to me that they did it. How
does that come about?

Well, here's my answer that there's two things. Number one is leadership.
You've got to have non-commissioned officers and officers that have the
courage to get out there under the worst of circumstances and lead these men
into battle. You got to lead the way. That's why the motto of the infantry is
follow me. You've got to lead and they've got to follow. The second thing is
though, one of the most fundamental reasons is why in the military we build
strong teams and strong units is because it is a brotherhood. And what you wind
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up with is you wind up with a situation where you're not going to let your buddy
down. If he gets out of that Higgins boat and you see him up to his waist or neck
in water, you're going in right behind him because you don't want to let him
down. You don't want to disappoint him and you want to be there if something
happens to him because it's all part of the brotherhood, but that comes from a
lot of training and developing men into brothers at arms.

I've heard it said that people assume that guys go into battle like that for God
and country, but it's really above that for each other. Is that correct?

There's no question about it. You may serve on a day-to-day basis because
you've taken an oath to the Constitution, but when you're in combat, it is about
the guy on your right and left, your front and your back. It is about your
brothers, and Dr. Dobson, you stop and think about going back to the battle of
Mogadishu. Most people don't realize that we were fighting for 18 hours in the
city of Mogadishu over two dead bodies, two pilots that we could not get out of
a helicopter and nobody was going to leave them. It's a very sacred code of
honor and it's encapsulated in what they call the Ranger Creed, which says,
"Never shall | leave a fallen comrade to fall into the hands of the enemy." And
that is what we were fighting for there. And there was a lot of that in World War
II. They fought alongside each other because they were a brotherhood.

I'm sure that most American people who happen to know about D-Day don't
realize that those who survived the Normandy landings and made it to the top
of the cliffs had to fight all the way to Germany for what, three or four more
months before it was all over.

That's right.

So many of them were dead by the end of that day. Others died along the way. |
mean, the price they paid is just impossible to calculate and yet the schools are
not teaching about it.

No, and it's such an important part of our history, Dr. Dobson. If you're a young
American growing up today, there's a pretty good chance that you're not
patriotic. In fact, surveys show that as much as 57% of the young people that
are surveyed today are not proud to be Americans, but you can't fail to be
proud to be an American if you know the history of this country. If you know
what those boys did on that beach that day, if you understand what they did at
the Chosin Reservoir in Korea just a few years later, if you know the sacrifices
that were made in Vietnam, it tends to make you a whole lot prouder to be an
American. And | think that the failure of teaching and stressing history is a major
failure in our society today.

There's a story that I've heard that I'd like you to elaborate on where the men
who ran across that beach at Omaha got to kind of a barrier where they were
sort of protected from the machine gun fire above and they were jammed up
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against that barrier. It has a name, | can't remember what it is, but they were
paralyzed there, paralyzed by fear and there was a possibility that that whole
thing could collapse and the allied armies could have been driven back into the
sea. And there was a moment where the decision had to be made. You either
die here or you die on the way up these cliffs, let's go, or something like that.
Can you elaborate on that?

Yeah, I've heard the same story and | think even in the movie Saving Private
Ryan, they showed some of that and | think that where this occurred was at
Pont du Hawk. Pont du Hawk was where the Second Ranger battalion was
tasked with scaling a hundred foot cliff to get up to the German guns up on the
top there because those German guns could have been very, very damaging and
threatening to the entire operation. So that's exactly what they said. We're
going to the top and we can stay here and die or we can go up there and take
our chances. So that's my understanding of what happened.

Ronald Reagan spoke up at Pont du Hoc and he talked about those men. And
matter of fact, the survivors, some of them were there on the cliffs at the top of
the cliffs on D-Day, | think it was the 40th anniversary of D-Day and he gave one
of the most powerful speeches that any president has ever given. It was written
by Peggy Noonan. Are you acquainted with that speech?

I am and I've read that speech and I've also seen excerpts from the speech by
Videa and he actually had some of those men that scaled that cliff there that
day with him and I'm sure you saw them. What's so unique about that
generation is they didn't consider themselves heroes. They considered
themselves having done their part. They came home, started their lives when
they got back to the United States. It was like if you say to them, "You're the
greatest generation," they sort of like they just look at you like, "What does that
mean?" Still today, if you get around some of these 90 plus year old veterans,
they're very humble people.

I've shared this before, but it really never leaves me that the men who paid that
price, those who died and the ones who were wounded and facing that
horrendous challenge came home and it was their children during the 1960s
who were in college or a little bit later who hated them. They hated their
parents. The phrase, "Don't trust anyone over 30." And there was this
tremendous rebellion. They didn't appreciate the price that had been paid for
their freedom.

Yeah. Some of them were the dope smoking hippies of the 60s that were out
there burning American flags and draft cards and protesting the war in Vietnam
and that's very, very sad. | will tell you, | was not one of those. | was in ROTC and
eagerly awaiting my opportunity to go serve when | graduated from Virginia
Tech, but that's exactly right and it's hard to explain. But again, part of it is this
lack of focus on history, of the history of this nation. And you and | are, we really
enjoy history and we read. We read about the founding fathers in the
Revolutionary War and we read about the sacrifices that have been made and
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we know who these founding fathers were just because they've come alive
through our reading, but that is not the norm. My generation, quite frankly, was
probably the last generation that really got a dose of history where history was
taken seriously in terms of its ultimate benefits to our society.

They don't know today especially, but even in my day as a college student, it
was amazing to me that they didn't know about so much of what | had grown up
with, so much about World War Il and about D-Day and wanting to know more
and hanging on every word when I'd hear these old veterans talk about it, my
generation in general didn't know a whole lot about that.

Did that play a key role in your willingness to give your life to the defense of
your country?

Absolutely. Absolutely. | was proud to be an American. | wanted to do my
service and | went into situations where | was scared to death, but when you
have the responsibility for leadership, you get over that, you work through it
because courage is not the absence of fear. It's overcoming your fear.

Yes. Tell us some more about your dad. What do you remember about him?

Well, | said that he didn't make a career of the military and that is not entirely
true. He's an interesting guy in that he was a disabled veteran. He got
discharged, he married his sweetheart, started raising his family and then the
Korean War came along and the army had a program that would allow disabled
veterans that could still function to actually come into the army and he went in
the army. They took him back in. So he went in the army and he served through
the Korean War and then he was discharged a second time and then he applied
to go to work for the U.S. Marine Corps. So he actually worked 32 years for the
Marine Corps at Cherry Point Marine Air Station to include a tour in Vietham
with the Marines. He loved it. He had taken an oath. He felt strongly about that.

He was not a high school graduate, but he was a very smart man and he
understood the importance of people being willing to serve and that's what he
wanted to do and he never wanted anything out of America but opportunity.
That's it. He wanted opportunity. He believed in the mandate to love our
neighbors. He demonstrated that in the way he lived his life. He believed that it
was his responsibility to take care of his family when his parents who were
sharecroppers in Eastern North Carolina there. When they were no longer able
to farm and they had no place to go, he actually took his Navy disability pension
and built a house for them and they lived in that house until they both died and
that was about taking care of his own family. He didn't look for any outside help.
He didn't think the government was responsible to take care of him and his
family. He knew that that was his mandated responsibility.

Thank goodness they made out of something else. Well, there's so much to talk
about here. We've been talking to retired Lieutenant General Jerry Boykin on
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this anniversary of the D-Day Landings on June 6th, 1944. There is so much here.
I've enjoyed this conversation, Jerry. Would you come back and be with us next
time to kind of finish this conversation?

You know | will. I'll be there anytime you need me and | look forward to being in
your program because | think that you have an incredible audience.

Let's leave our listeners with a thought. | think | read that you said your father
was a man's man. He was, wasn't he?

Oh, indeed he was. He was an athlete, a hunter, a fisherman, an outdoorsman,
but he was also a man that had very strong principles and values and he lived by
him.

Well, you and | have been blessed to have such a man as a father. Hey, thanks
for being with us and we'll talk again next time.

Thank you, Doctor.
This has been a presentation of the Dr. James Dobson Family Institute.
With today’s Dr. Dobson Minute, here’s Dr. James Dobson.

Very few stories are as gripping as Herman Melville's novel Moby Dick, and like
most literary classics, its theme is as timeless as the ages. The story focuses, of
course, on the great whaling ship, the Pequod, under the leadership of Captain
Ahab. The crew quickly learns that Ahab is on a quest to track down and kill
Moby Dick, the great white whale that took his leg years ago. He confesses his
burning desire for revenge and soon Ahab is alone in a small boat facing the
giant with nothing more than a harpoon. And with all the hate and strength he
can muster he thrusts the harpoon into the whale only to find its rope wrapped
around his neck. He's dragged into the depths of the sea and drowned. It's a
haunting but insightful tale about what happens when a person is consumed by
vengeance.

For more information, visit drdobsonminute.org.



