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Listen to the broadcast 

Speaker 1: Jesus is the reason for this season. Have a blessed and Merry Christmas. 

Roger Marsh: Well, welcome to today's edition of Family Talk. I'm Roger Marsh. I hope you 
had a great weekend. Whatever you did, I hope you found some quiet time 
during this busy season to reflect and pray about the true meaning of Christmas. 
Well, we have a very special program for you today and tomorrow. Our very 
own Dr. James Dobson sits down with one of our most popular guests here at 
Family Talk, best-selling author, Messianic Jew, and faith speaker, Rabbi 
Jonathan Cahn. Today's program, along with tomorrow's, are part of our 2022 
Best of Broadcast December Celebration. Just as a brief reminder, this month 
here in December, we have a matching grant to enhance any gift that you might 
make to us. We have been blessed with this thanks to some very special friends 
of our ministry. Every dollar will be matched and doubled for twice the impact. 
Remember, your donation is tax deductible. Please visit drjamesdobson.org. 
That's drjamesdobson.org, or give us a call at 877-732-6825. We are grateful for 
your prayers, your support, and your generosity. Now let's listen to Dr. James 
Dobson and his special guest, Rabbi Jonathan Cahn. 

Dr. James Dobson: I'm so pleased to welcome back a great friend and a frequent guest who is with 
us... Actually, today he's with us virtually by computer hookup, he's usually here 
in the studio, I'll talk to him about that next time. He is Rabbi Jonathan Cahn, 
who is the New York Times best-selling author of The Harbinger, The Paradigm, 
The Book of Mysteries, The Oracle, and The Harbinger II. I've interviewed him on 
every one of those books, and that's why they were such great sellers.  

Rabbi Jonathan Cahn: Well, that's a big part. 

Dr. James Dobson: He also produced The Return, which was a live spiritual revival on the site of the 
National Mall in Washington, D.C. It occurred on September 2020, which was 
the height of the COVID pandemic. Rabbi Cahn has been called the prophetic 
voice of this generation, and I think that's true. He's a Messianic Jew who serves 
as a senior pastor of the Jerusalem Center Beth Israel in Wayne, New Jersey. His 
teachings focus on deep scriptural passages that have had a profound impact on 
millions of readers. Rabbi Cahn and his wife, Renata, have three sons. I have got 
to meet them sometime. 
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Rabbi Jonathan Cahn: Oh, it'd be an honor. 

Dr. James Dobson: Jonathan, it's so good to have you here, even virtually today. You always bring a 
message from your books that are profound in their understanding of scripture. 
I really look forward to talking about your new book. You have a brand-new 
publication bearing a very curious title, I want to start by having you explain it. 
You call it, The Return of the Gods, which some Christian readers might 
misunderstand or even find objectionable. We all know and believe, of course, 
that there's only one true God in three persons known as the Father, Son, and 
Holy Spirit. Together, they are the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. But, the 
title of that book implies that there are other gods from long ago who have 
made appearances in our day, explain where you're headed with that. I know 
what you mean. 

Rabbi Jonathan Cahn: Yes. Well, the Bible speaks about the gods. There's only one God. There's only 
one true God, Elohim, Yahweh. There's only our God, the God of, as you said, 
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, and who is manifest in Messiah. That's the 
foundation of our faith. But, the amazing thing is the Bible does speak of the 
gods. It says, "[foreign language 00:04:21]," who is like you, oh Lord, among the 
gods. The Lord speaks about judging the gods. Now, of course, these are false 
gods. The enemy is called the God of this world, so there's certain definitions 
here. I'm going to share in the whole opening of this, of what the Bible actually 
says about the gods. The answer is that there are false gods. The Bible speaks 
about false gods, but what are the gods? That's the beginning of the mystery. 
What it's saying, these are speaking of spirits or entities, and the Bible says 
these are real. I mean, not that they come as gods, but they're behind the gods 
and they come as that. 

 What The Return of the Gods is saying is that there are evil forces, there are 
forces that the Bible speaks about that were very real in the days of the Bible, 
they were behind the gods. 

Dr. James Dobson: So, these are Satanic characters? 

Rabbi Jonathan Cahn: Yes. You know what? I'll go right into that because if you look in every nation, 
every culture, they're all worshiping gods. It's a universal thing that they're all 
over. It doesn't matter where you were in the ancient world, there were gods. 
The only exception was Israel, which had God. In the book of Deuteronomy, 
Moses, when he speaks about the gods, he says, "They sacrificed to the idols 
and the gods." The Hebrew word is the Shedim. It says, "Not to God, but to gods 
they didn't know to new gods that had come." The word shedim speaks of 
spirits or entities. You'll find this again in the Psalms when it says, "They served 
idols," and it says, "They sacrificed their sons and daughters to the Shedim." The 
shedim means these are spirits or entities. It's kind of an amazing thing because 
it's saying behind the gods... The gods are fiction, but behind them were 
entities, were beings. 
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 When Paul the Apostle... He speaks about the same thing. He says in 
Corinthians, he says, "That what the Gentile sacrifice, they sacrifice to the..." 
Instead of saying shedim, he uses a Greek word that is the daímonas, and we 
get the word demon or demonic spirit from that. 

Dr. James Dobson: That's very clear. You talk about three of them, the Dark Trinity. Who are those 
three? 

Rabbi Jonathan Cahn: Yes. Well, when Israel turned away from God, they turned to other gods. As 
they turned to other gods, there were three main or very iconic gods of all of 
that. The first one, I called the Possessor in the book, and we'll get into it, the 
second one is called the Enchantress, and the third is called the Destroyer. Each 
of these gods, they were really the center of Israel's fall from God. The thing is 
that what the return of the gods is saying is that America and the West is now 
dealing with those same spirits. In fact, if you want to understand what's been 
happening in the last really 50 years or 60 years as America's falling away from 
God, this is really behind everything. It's behind things that seem so irrational 
now because it's accelerating, this is behind it. 

 I'll give you something to add to this, and that is that in ancient times, if the 
spirits and the gods were interchangeable and all these nations were giving 
themselves to the worship of gods, then they were giving themselves to spirits. 
What we see, the phenomenon all across the world, in the pagan world, we see 
the phenomenon of possession, they all record it. If you were the high priest or 
if you're in pagan worship, you were even more likely to show the signs of 
possession. Back then, they had these women called the Oracles, and they were 
literally possessed women. They spoke for the gods, but they were speaking for 
the spirits, and so the entire culture was possessed. The only thing that has 
changed our world is the gospel, because when Jesus came into the world, He 
had the power to cast out the spirits power over evil. 

 When He sent His disciples into the world, they were going into a world of Gods, 
a world of spirits. When they came in the world, that's why there was such a big 
clash in the Roman Empire, there was a war, and it was over believers who were 
told, "You have to worship the gods, and if you don't worship the gods, then you 
are going to be killed or thrown to the lions." It was really a war of the gods that 
was happening. When you read the book of Acts, you see this again and again, 
the possessed woman following Paul, a city in uproar over the gods. The thing is 
that finally it was the gospel that won and that drove out the gods, drove out 
the gods from the temple. This is unique. This is why our culture is unique, this 
western civilization, because it's the only culture that was dispossessed, that 
was exercised of the gods. That's really where we have been, but now we're 
turning the other way. 

Dr. James Dobson: Of all the things that offended God, the worship of those false gods was the 
most offensive, and yet they continually did it and then suffered consequences. 
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Rabbi Jonathan Cahn: Yes. Dr. Dobson, we have talked from the book when I wrote The Harbinger and 
the others, it's all showing that the templates in the Bible are being replayed. 
America, that is where we are because there's a warning... Actually, it goes back 
to a parable that Jesus said, remember the parable? He said, "That if a spirit 
goes out of a man," he said, "It goes out, looks for a place to rest, finds no place 
to rest, and if it finds no place, it comes back and says I will return to my house," 
talking about the man. He comes back, finds it all clean and empty, and says, 
"I'm going to now bring my seven other friends, my seven other spirits worse 
than itself," and now the man is repossessed. Jesus says that the latter state is 
worse than the beginning, but then he says, "So it will be with this generation." 

 He wasn't just talking about a man being possessed and turning back, he talks 
about an entire culture or civilization. Here is, I guess, the big picture and the 
warning, in the biggest application, if we ever turn away from God, if we ever 
turn away from Jesus, if we ever turn away from the gospel, from the Word, 
then these spirits of darkness are going to come into our culture. The quote, 
Gods, are going to return, what was cast out will come back to repossess it. That 
is what is behind what we have been dealing with for the last half century. 

Dr. James Dobson: Explain how these false gods operate through the centuries. You say that 
they've made a reappearance now, have they been there all along? Have they 
been the source of mischief and evil all the way through man's history? 

Rabbi Jonathan Cahn: Yes, well I believe as long as the enemy is alive and well, or not well but is alive, 
and the spirits are, then yes, there's always going to be that source of evil as 
much as people turn away from God. The amazing thing is that we've had an 
entire culture that was at least a "Christian culture". When I've gone to other 
nations that have not really known the gospel, you see signs of possession all 
over, you see all sorts of things. Well, many things that you don't see in the 
West because we have been by and large cleansed of that. I believe these were 
on the fringes of our civilization because they couldn't have the same foothold 
they had with a pagan civilization. But if America and the West starts turning 
away from God, then it's a whole different story. To give you an example, He 
didn't just say that the man will be repossessed, but that it's going to be worse 
than before, there's seven more coming in. 

 Take this in a big picture. That is when you look at cultures or a civilization, 
when they turn away from the gospel, look what happens. When Russia turned 
away from God totally, turned to communism, what came in? It was demonic. It 
wasn't neutral, it was demonic. It was millions who were killed. Look what 
happened to Germany. Germany, that produced the reformation, Martin 
Luther, all that. When they turned away from the word and they turned away 
from God, what came in? It wasn't neutral, it was demonic, the most demonic 
we've ever seen. The warning is that in a pre-Christian culture you might have a 
Nero and a Caligula, but in a post-Christian culture you'll have a Hitler, you'll 
have something worse. It's going to be worse when you turn away, that's the big 
warning here. 
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Dr. James Dobson: As a matter of fact, it comes from Matthew 12:43 and 45 and Jesus is speaking 
and He's giving a parable here. He says, "When an impure spirit comes out of a 
person, it goes through arid places seeking rest and does not find it." Then He 
says, "I will return to the house I left. When it arrives, it finds the house 
unoccupied, swept clean, and put in order. Then, it goes and takes with it seven 
other spirits more wicked than itself, and they go in and they live there. The 
final condition of that person is worse than the first. That's how it will be with 
this wicked generation." See, He was really speaking in prophecy. He was really 
talking about our generation, wasn't he? 

Rabbi Jonathan Cahn: Yes. I mean, people don't realize that. They look at that and they think, "Okay, 
He's talking about a possessed man." Well, it's using the picture of a possessed 
man, but as you said, He says, "So it will be with this generation." It was a 
generation... First, you have Israel that knew God but turned away, and so He's 
saying it's going to be worse, but then you have an entire culture, really which 
has spread all over the world. Again, it's the only... We don't realize, you don't 
know what you've got till it's gone. When America started turning away from 
God, they didn't realize that what was holding back and keeping all these forces 
at bay was only God, the gospel. When you take that out, when we started 
taking God out of the prayer at school and all, the culture had no idea where it 
was going now, and you look at where it is now, when people say, even 
liberals... There are liberals who say, "This is crazy, this is demonic, this is 
irrational." 

 Well, this is possession. If the spirits or the ancient gods come back, they're 
going to seek to repossess the culture, repossess the civilization, repossess 
government as they had back then. What we're going to start seeing if there's a 
return is that they will seek to take a Christian nation and turn it into a pagan 
nation, and that is exactly what we have been seeing over and over again. It's 
exactly what we've been standing against. It is the pagan-ization of America and 
Western civilization, and that's exactly what is behind all these things. 

Dr. James Dobson: Are the members of the Dark Trinity operative here now? If so, who are they? 
What's their name? 

Rabbi Jonathan Cahn: Well, the first one in The Return of the Gods... Yes, the first one who I called the 
Possessor was really the beginning, the key, the first one that got in. When you 
look at the parable, there's one spirit that goes in and then brings the rest. 

Dr. James Dobson: Is that Baal? 

Rabbi Jonathan Cahn: Yes, in Hebrew called Baal, which means the possessor. It means the possessor, 
it means the owner, it means the master or Lord. He was the one who really... 
Or the spirit that Israel turned to at the beginning. When you look at the list of 
the Gods, Baal, he's always first. He was the god of the falling away. He's the 
alternate god, the substitute god. He's the one who contends... You have the 
true God and then you had Baal. The warning is if you look back, when did 
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America really start turning, start taking those steps? Well, if you look at the 
early sixties... 

Dr. James Dobson: I think it's in the 1960s. 

Rabbi Jonathan Cahn: That's it. Yes, the early sixties, you see the... Really it starts becoming obvious 
that you have, first is the removal of prayer from school, then you have the 
removal of the word from school, then you have the removal of God from the 
public square. When you look at Baal, the nature of Baal or this spirit is to drive 
God out of the culture, drive Him out of the children's life. If you notice, it was a 
war back then between Baal and God and it was always trying to drive God out. 
What we've been seeing since the 1960s is this progressive spirit of driving God 
out of everything, and it's a spirit that is seeking to repossess America. The Bible 
says that Baal caused Israel to forget God, it was like a spiritual amnesia. 

 Here was Israel, here was the God of its foundation, now you have America and 
you have the God of its foundation, which is God of the Bible, and what's been 
happening is there's been a progressive amnesia, a forgetting of God, and even 
a forgetting that America was ever a nation under God, that's where we're 
coming to right now. 

Dr. James Dobson: You said to me on the phone one day that the Christian community seems to be 
running from God as fast as they can get away. Does that characterize what 
we're seeing? 

Rabbi Jonathan Cahn: Well, we're seeing it in the culture and unfortunately, Dr. Dobson, we're seeing 
it... Christians, the church being affected by the culture. When Baal came in, it 
started being a mix between God and Baal. It was first, Hey, we can have... Baal 
was the God who promised prosperity, I'll make your fields prosper. America 
started going after prosperity, after materialism. The signs that we see of this is 
that... Since the 1960s, we've been seeing a pagan morality or immorality 
overturning... Baal was the God who overturned the ways of God. It says that he 
caused Israel to turn away from the law, the Ten Commandments. Well, it's 
amazing because in America we actually have been striking down the ten 
commandments. We actually have been removing it, just like Israel did, from 
our public square, that's a sign of Baal with that. We have a pagan morality. 

 You know, Dr. Dobson, one of the things about...? We don't realize how it's 
affecting us now, but a pagan morality says basically you can create your own 
God, you can create your own idol, you're creating reality, you're creating truth. 
Everybody has their own God, everybody has their own truth. Now you hear a 
lot of, "Well, that's your own truth, that's your truth, that's my truth." If a man 
thinks he's a woman, then that's his truth, we have to accept that truth, that's 
paganism. Another sign of pagan is when you take away God from a culture, 
everything starts becoming God's. Sex becomes God, money becomes God, 
ideology becomes God, all these things. We're watching all these signs and we 
don't realize because it has new names like woke-ness or political correctness, 
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but this is all pagan. This is exactly what happened in the pagan world and with 
Israel when Baal came in. 

Dr. James Dobson: Where does it lead, Jonathan? 

Rabbi Jonathan Cahn: Without God, if you take away God... We've been saying this, you've been 
saying this for years, that if you take away God, it's not going to remain empty. 
Jesus said, "The house will not remain empty, something's coming in." If you 
take God out of the schools, something else is coming into the school. When we 
started removing God back then, well that's not a big thing, we're just taking 
prayer from the school, you can pray at home, but if they had any idea of what 
would be coming into the school now, it never remains empty, the spirits are 
seeking to possess America. Without the revival, without the power of God, this 
is where it goes, and so that's why we need revival. The only answer to the gods 
is God. 

Dr. James Dobson: That is profound. We've been talking to Rabbi Jonathan Cahn about his new 
book, The Return of the Gods. We talked about some people questioning the 
use of the word Gods here, there's only one God. Yes, well there were false gods 
and they're mentioned throughout the scripture, and I would like to close by 
sharing some of those scriptures. I'd like to read them in sync. I'll read one and 
you read one. It's amazing how many times in the Scripture it talks about false 
gods, whether it uses those words, you get the point. Matthew 24:4 and five, 
"And Jesus said to them, see that no one leads you astray, for many will come in 
my name saying I am the Christ, and they will lead many astray." 

Rabbi Jonathan Cahn: 1 John 4:1 says, "Beloved, don't believe every spirit, but test the spirit to see 
whether they're from God, for many false prophets have gone out into the 
world." 

Dr. James Dobson: Isaiah 45:5, "I am the Lord, there is no other beside me, there is no God. I equip 
you though you do not know me." 

Rabbi Jonathan Cahn: Isaiah 43 verse 10, "You are my witnesses declares the Lord, and my servant 
whom I've chosen, that you may know and believe me and understand that I am 
He. Before me, no God was formed nor shall there be any after me." 

Dr. James Dobson: Exodus 23, "You shall have no other gods before me," reference to other gods. If 
there weren't other gods, it would not have been stated that way. 

Rabbi Jonathan Cahn: Matthew 24:24, "For false Christ and false prophets will arise and perform great 
signs and wonders so as to lead astray, if possible even the elect." 

Dr. James Dobson: To our listeners, let me say, this is a fascinating book. Rabbi, I appreciate you. 

Rabbi Jonathan Cahn: Oh, likewise. 
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Dr. James Dobson: I appreciate the work that you've done. Our time's gone for this program, 
Jonathan, let's stop here. Then, we're going to pick up with the second of the 
Trinity. 

Rabbi Jonathan Cahn: Yes. 

Dr. James Dobson: The first is Baal, and now we're going to talk about the second, and that false 
God is operative here too now. 

Rabbi Jonathan Cahn: Yes. 

Dr. James Dobson: Let's pick it up there next time. It's always so good to talk to you. This is a 
fascinating book. Thank you for being here to talk about it. 

Rabbi Jonathan Cahn: Thank you, Dr. Dobson. 

Roger Marsh: You've been listening to Family Talk. I'm Roger Marsh, and that was part one of 
Dr. Dobson's interview with his friend and special guest, Rabbi Jonathan Cahn. 
They've been discussing Rabbi's book called The Return of the Gods, which was 
released in September of this year. In his book, Jonathan explains that America's 
turn from the one true God has made space for the return of the ancient little G 
gods. Well, as you just heard, these three spirits are called by him the Dark 
Trinity, and he pulls them from the Old Testament. The Dark Trinity is comprised 
of Baal, the God of Apostacy, Ishtar, the goddess of sexual perversion, and 
Moloch who enticed the Israelites to sacrifice their own children. Dr. Dobson 
and Rabbi Cahn only had time to discuss Apostacy on today's program, so be 
sure to tune in again tomorrow to hear about the other two spiritual forces 
that's on tomorrow's broadcast. 

 Now, as I mentioned earlier, this interview is presented to you in two parts. 
Today you heard part one, tomorrow you'll hear part two, and they're both 
from our 2022 Best of Broadcast Collection. For a suggested donation of $50, 
you can get your very own copy of the six CD set mailed to your home. New this 
year, we have a digital download version of the Best of Broadcast as well. This 
will make playing our Best of 2022 programs faster and more convenient on 
your favorite device. All you need to do is go to the offer page at 
drjamesdobson.org/bestof2022. Right there on the page, you will see digital 
download version as a link in holiday green. Click there to receive your digital 
copy. Again, just visit drjamesdobson.org/bestof2022. That's 
drjamesdobson.org/bestof2022. If you'd like to order your CD set or a digital 
download by phone, our customer care team is standing by, just call 877-732-
6825. 

 We are a listener supported program and we remain on the air through the 
generosity of listeners like you. Remember, this month for December, we have a 
special matching grant in place. That means any gift you give us here at Family 
Talk will be doubled. Please prayerfully consider a gift to the JDFI during this 
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most holy and important time of year. From all of us here at the Dr. James 
Dobson Family Institute, thank you for making us a part of your day and for 
being a part of our ministry. We wish you God's greatest blessing to you and 
your family. I'm Roger Marsh. Join us again tomorrow for the second part of this 
conversation with Rabbi Cahn. 

Announcer: This has been a presentation of the Dr. James Dobson Family Institute. 

 


