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Hello everyone. This is Roger Marsh for Family Talk. Now, before we get to
today's broadcast, some of the content discussed on the program is really
intended for more mature audiences. So if you have little ones listening in right
now, parental discretion is advised.

Well, hello everyone. I'm James Dobson and you're listening to the James
Dobson Family Institute. If you have been following our work since my first book
for families, you know that it's been a pleasure of mine to introduce our
audiences to people who are committed to the cause of Christ in one way or the
other. Today is going to be no exception.

| want you to meet, and you probably already know of him or have heard from
him because he's been here on this program before, but he's here with his wife.
I'm speaking of Victor and Eileen Marx, who are two of the most courageous,
dedicated, compassionate people | know. They're humanitarians and they go
into dangerous places including North Africa and Southeast Asia, Iraq,
Afghanistan, all the places that are troubled around the world, and they put
their lives in danger in hundreds of settings year after year for the purpose of
reaching out primarily to troubled children, those who have been abused, those
who have gone through terrible wartime circumstances. They're the founders of
the nonprofit organization called All Things Possible, and it is such a pleasure to
have them here with us today. Victor and Eileen, welcome back-

Thank you, Doc.

... To Family Talk.

So great to be here again.

You've been on the road, haven't you?

We have. It's almost like an itinerant evangelist capacity of the different
opportunities and probably the biggest trips was back to Iraq and Syria and my

wife and | led our team into Syria proper all the way to an ISIS confinement
camp that had-
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ISIS?
Yes. When ISIS lost-
Why don't you face death in situations like that? They don't like Americans.

No. No, they don't. Maybe it's because | don't feel like I'm some super saint or
some bright light because we go to places so dark, all you have to be is a spark,
and maybe that's all  am, just a little bitty spark, but it draws so much attention.
It's almost like [inaudible 00:02:45], Marines said, somebody goes, "We're
surrounded by our enemy." He goes, "Well, they've just made it easier." Right?
We're so grateful God gave us the opportunity to go into an ISIS camp. It's a
confinement camp. When ISIS lost their territory, the men either were
imprisoned, killed, or fled, but the women and the children had to go
somewhere because they can't hide. 70,000 of them were put in a prison camp
out in the open in Syria, and we were able to make it there. It's not only the
number, but what's more staggering is they represented 50 different countries
from around the world.

Your purpose in going in there is what?

We were able to present hope and healing for the trauma many have faced, but
we brought our Lion and the Lamb for the kids. Our simple little, we want to talk
about that, our simple little tools that have prayers, it presents the truth and
really it's a way to connect people to the gospel who might not ever have a

chance.

Eileen, this is not just to help children who are hurting and in great trouble. You
want to introduce them to Christ.

Absolutely.
This is really a missionary venture, isn't it?

Yes, it is. This is an opportunity for us to be God's hands and feet towards
people who are really in such darkness.

You're the mother of five children.

Yes.

Most women who have children have one major desire, which is security.
Yes.

You know that?
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Yes.

Why do you as a mother of five go into situations where there's death and
destruction everywhere?

I think it's because God gives me a heart for these people. | don't count my life
more valuable than their life. Because we do go reach the children, that's the
heart of God. He is having me trust Him.

What condition do you find these children in? Will it break your heart?

Oh my goodness. The first time | went in, | was not prepared to see what | saw.
The thousands of children. The first time we went in was the ISIS camps, so
these people were fleeing from their homes, ended up in camps. They have
nothing. They have dirt to play with, the children. As a mother, of course, my
heart broke for them and | think that's God's heart. He loves them.

Are they orphans, most of them?

Most of them are. In the Middle Eastern countries, if the father's killed, they're
automatically considered orphans even if the mother's still living. Yes, most of
them-

| don't understand that. They take the children away from their mothers?

No, no, because the father is the one who provides for the family. If the fathers
are killed, they're considered orphans even though their mother's still living.

The widow oftentimes can't provide. They want kids to stay with the moms, but
sometimes they can't. They just consider them widows and orphans in the
Middle East.

All right. You arrive on the scene at one of these camps. What do you do? You
can't feed them all. You can't rescue them all. What do you do?

Well, the first thing we really try to do is to provide relief for the anxiety and
panic they often feel from being traumatized from war, either as a victim of ISIS
or in this latest trip into the actual children of ISIS. Some of them have been
injured, shot. We'll provide surgeries. We take cases on. We also REITs with our
Lion and Lamb, with dignity kits for young women. We provide resources that
they don't have. Even my story, my testimony in comic book form in Arabic for
children to read, which leads them to our website or social media. We have an
Arabic social media platforms where we reach, | think on average, a little over a
million people a week just in the Muslim countries.

You're kidding me.
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No, sir.
And the resources come from contributions?

Only contributions. We haven't taken anything from the US government. It's just
individual resources. We're a small group with a big impact globally, and we like
it that way. We're almost like a special forces operation.

Now, let me take you back to your childhood, Victor, because you've been
through a lot of trauma yourself. What was your childhood like?

You know my father...
What sets the stage for what you're doing now?

Well, thanks for asking that because many people don't ask why we do it. They
understand we do it out of heart of Christ and want to do. But what really was
an impotence for me is | was one of those kids that suffered. My father didn't
claim me as his own. My mother would end up marrying six times. | went to 14
schools, lived in 17 houses, but | suffered as a kid sexual, physical abuse, of
course, emotional, but | was tortured as a kid and | was left for dead.

Wow. That's still very tender for you after all these years, isn't it?

Itis. | think the reason is because | feel what children feel. | know kids who
suffered tremendously. My stepfather, he tied me down on some pallets when |
was a kid in a barn. He poured water into my chest, | had a concave chest as a
kid, and he pulled out a cattle prod. He stuck the tip of it in the water and he
shocked me. As a kid, when you get shocked, your body will arch and tense up,
when they release it, what actually happens? You don't take a breath in first air
that's been trapped in your lungs comes out and then you take a breath in. My
stepfather was so driven by evil, he would electrocute me, release it when air
would come out and then I'd take a breath. He'd lean down and say, "Boy, you
know what that sound is? It's the sound of hope leaving your body."

Was he an alcoholic?

He was an alcoholic. He had a horrific background that led him to do very
perverted things, but he had been trained in certain torture techniques. He
served in the military at the end of the Korean War and he brought that stuff
into our home and specifically on me and some of my siblings.

How'd you survive that, Victor?
Well, | would say through breaking. | dissociated as a kid, which is a coping

mechanism where your brain will separate in order to survive. But it came back
to really cause great struggles for me as a young adult and even into my
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adulthood where | had to find what | call a soul surgeon, a trained psychologist
who took time to help reintegrate my mind. | had 123 visits in a nine month
period, and that's after I'd been on multiple drugs. As a kid | got in trouble, but
this really started coming out as an adult. But the one thing | learned is | would
never give up. | learned that as a kid, | would not give up. | think God is the
master architect at redeeming what the evil one has meant for bad.

How did you find him?

Yeah, literally | was in the Marine Corps and six months before | got out the
Marines. My biological dad wrote me a letter, and this is a guy who didn't claim
me. We knew for certain he had been in a mental hospital, in the same mental
hospital my grandfather died in and as a biological dad not staying in contact
with me, | hated him because my stepfather. Being like where was my dad? He
writes me and he apologizes for not being a dad. And I'm in the Marines now
and he ends up saying, "I'm sorry." And, "Would you come visit me?" | took
leave of absence, went to visit him. He brought me to a church and | heard the
gospel in a way that affected me for the first time. And that was June 22nd,
1986. My biological dad had become born again, and then he stepped into my
life as a young man.

How old were you?

20 years old when we reconnected and | got born again.

Were you married by then?

Not yet. | thank God | wasn't because | was able to get saved. The Lord started
to sanctify, rework me just in time to bring my bride to me. My dad was my best
man in our wedding.

You're kidding me.

No.

Eileen, how did you meet this man?

I met Victor through a girlfriend who invited me to church. So | was not a
believer. And she introduced me to this young man fresh out of the Marines.

Didn't something deep inside you say that's trouble?
Yes.
Did | know how much trouble?

It took over a year for her to realize that was her knight in shining armor.
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It's been a ride of my life.

How many years?

31 years.

Now how did you find the Lord?

Well, | was invited to the church that Victor was attending and | was raised
Catholic. | mean with eight kids in my family. It was something we did just as a
religious thing. Every so often we go to church. | was not raised with-

You never really had an encounter with Christ?

| never did. Going to this church where the word of God was spoken, it took me
four months of sitting in and listening to Bible studies to hear that Jesus loved
me and then He died for me. It was four months.

Did you have a sense of low self-worth also? Did you go through some of the
same things?

No, I think | had just a void. | did not have peace. | was driven to achieve and
conquer, and that's how | thought that's where my value was. But it was really
when Jesus became so personal to me that | could not reject Him anymore and |
didn't even know | was rejecting Him.

People who are listening to us now, who are perhaps driving down a road in the
freeway and have no peace in their lives, have no idea who this person Jesus
Christ is. What a shame that they don't know the peace that He gives. It's
unspeakable, it's indescribable.

It is.

And when she heard that Christ would be her prince of peace, that's really one
of the things that hooked her.

Yes.

Even though | was born again six months ahead of her faith and her growth has
inspired me, just what you said, why would this woman want to go to Iraq or
Syria or get a safe house there, live there for a time? She said, "Honey, girls that
you're going to help. You can't hug, but | can. And they'll need hugging." And I'm
like, "Gosh, honey." But she goes, "Well, what's the worst that can happen, we
die?" I'm like, "Yes." And she goes, "Well then don't we win?" And that's really
her faith. | remember before we went the first time, you actually prayed for us.
We were here visiting and we told you what we're going to do. And | mean,
we've been friends for a while and you took the time to pray for us. The most
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incredible, | actually recorded it because | wanted to listen to it. I'll never forget,
you said, "What a privilege to be persecuted or to die for our faith for Christ if it
comes to that." And that actually strengthened and comforted us. | don't know

if | ever said thank you for that.

How many years ago was that?
That had to be-
Five.

Five. Yeah. That was before the first time we ever went in. And we held onto
that prayer because it meant that much to us.

That really touches me because | know what you were heading into. | know
what it has meant to you. You've had PTSD, haven't you?

| have, yep. | had it from childhood events and then worked through that. Then
subsequent traumas of ISIS shooting at you or trying to kill us or my family and |
in Irag having to hide for three days because they were targeting us because of
our work.

Have you seen a lot of death?

| have. And suffering.

Combat situations?

Yes, sir.

How long were you in the Marines?

| served in the Marines for a three year stint under President Reagan, but
actually didn't see combat during that time. It was during our time as high risk
humanitarians, missionary work that | saw really intense fighting and battles
that put me and a team and colleagues there trying to help women and children
escape from ISIS or be set free. We've lost people close to us in fighting. That's
hard.

| said in my introduction that | don't know anybody like you. | really mean that.
I've never seen anybody who has done what you've done and have done it with
such passion and disregard for your own lives and commitment to others and
the cause of Christ. | want to read just a little bit of your bio, Victor. A former
U.S. Marine, a weapons instructor, and an expert in competitive shooting.
Trained many groups of individuals including law enforcement, CIA, Navy Seals,
marine recon rangers, and special military personnel from the Army Delta Force.
Worked with NFL players. Has a seventh degree black belt. Was awarded the
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black belt instructor of the year twice. Awarded for his act of bravery from the
Honolulu Police Department and the city council. There are stories behind every
one of these, which is the highest honor given to civilians. Victor, what drives
you? You're an unusual person. Where does that come from?

I'd say low IQ and I'm too afraid to stop.
It is not low 1Q. I'll tell you that.

What | survived as a kid turned me into a warrior that wanted to do right, that
wanted to help those in great need. God's been faithful to bring incredible men
and women into my life all through my journey to help me. I've just finished
speaking at three military bases here in the U.S., right? | speak multiple days
helping them learn resiliency and leadership.

As a civilian.

As a civilian. They bring me in and it's quite the honor. But one of the things |
tell them is it's like C.S. Lewis talks about, the hardest things in life God will
change and use to help an ordinary person do extraordinary things. I'm just an
ordinary person. | wasn't great in athletics. | wasn't an academic person, but |
did learn never give up and felt like God gave me a privilege to know Him and
then participate with Him in fighting forces of darkness. Sometimes those forces
of darkness are manifested through people like ISIS or | think of one case in
Cambodia, a young woman named Nora, a young girl who's an orphan, got
attacked by a guy.

Yeah, | read about her. Tell that story.

This sweet little orphan girl was attacked brutally by a wealthy businessman in
Cambodia and he tried to kill her, did horrible things to her including pouring
battery acid in her face and on her eyes, stabbing her, raping her, and then tried
to cut her head off. Her hands protected her head. He cut off one of her hands
and then halfway through the other and left of her dead. Our team, because we
have a safe house in Cambodia, found out about it, went and literally had to
rescue her out of a clinic in the village where she would've died, brought her to
Phnom Penh, put her in a hospital, and we provided three lifesaving surgeries. |
wired $40,000 down there. | said, "Get her surgeries, save her life." And this guy
found out she was still alive, sent three guys to kill her.

The way we realized it was when they tried to get in the hospital, we had moved
her to a higher floor and put armed security on it. Right? Because our team lead
there, Holly said, "Victor, my spidey senses are going off, something's wrong."
We moved her to a high level, put security on her. Those three guys came and
said, "Her dad has sent us to check on her." She's an orphan. We knew instantly
they were there to kill her. We protected her from that. Then by the goodness
of God, brought her to our safe house, tended to her emotional health. She's a
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Buddhist, never tried to force our perspective or faith on her, but she lived there
for a couple of months. We did surgeries.

Then after a few months, guess what? She accepted Christ. She saw the love of
God. Then we flew her here and a good friend of ours, Mark Geist, who was
actually one of the key people in the movie 13 Hours, the Benghazi situation,
Mark found out about her and he said, "Hey man, I've got some friends in
Massachusetts that run a clinic and they want to provide prosthetics for her
hand."

Really?

And we were able to get two hands for her. She's got a regular hand and a little
clipper and a little hook hand. | said, "Can y'all put a flame throw in there in case
this bad guy comes up again so she can toast him?" But this sweet Nora came to
the U.S., stayed here a month, actually spoke at universities talking about her
trauma with this horrible, brutal attack and then also God's faithfulness. She's
back in Cambodia. People can see her story on our website. We've put a little
film on there and then tracked with how God is using her in our ministry now,
and this is all within the last six months, but her passion and her faith, you see it
in her eyes, you hear it in her tone, and the joy.

She says that when she was being attacked, this light, she spoke of, she was
blinded because of the battery acid. She said she saw a light and followed the
light and she felt a hand pick her up off the ground. And she said, "God, if you're
real, just please help me." And she speaks about this. Nobody can take this story
away from her, and it led her to a place where she was able to get help. This
protection we speak of is that God kept her alive.

What the enemy meant for the worst to kill her, God kept her alive, and now
He's redeemed it. You know what? She says this, Doc. She goes, "My life was
horrible before all this. And then when it happened, my life got better because
now | know the Lord."

No kidding. Eileen, these stories that you all have lived out have been deeply
meaningful for you personally, haven't they?

Yes. Yes, they have.
Describe how.

These people, these children, all of them are innocent. They're innocent victims
of either war or abuse, and they don't have a voice. They don't have a means to
protect themselves. And | look at them like my own children. It's very moving. If
the Lord were here, He would go after these children too. He would protect
them. He's just called us to do this. We're just two people here that we say,
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"We'll go Lord." And we know that when our time is up, our time is up so we
don't have to worry what happens.

Well, Eileen and Victor Marx, it's such a pleasure to have you here and we've
just started. You are doing so much in many parts of the world. You have three
major projects you're working on. | want to hear about those. Let's just keep
going and we'll let people hear tomorrow what we're about to say. Is that okay?

Sounds great.
That sounds great.

God bless you all, and | ask our listeners to be in prayer for this very valuable
work.

I'm Roger Marsh, and this has been an incredibly heart-wrenching topic that
we've discussed today here on Family Talk. So many families around the world
are broken and hurting because of war, terrorism, and unprecedented
hardships. Thank God for the bravery and faithfulness of people like Victor and
Eileen Marx.

In case you weren't aware, | want to give you an update on a recent situation
that occurred on September 26th last month. Victor went to check on some
friends of his and was shot at by an individual outside their home. The situation
turned into a standoff with one bullet narrowly missing his head. By God's
grace, the situation ended peacefully and no one was hurt, but please keep
everyone involved in your prayers.

As we read in 2 Thessalonians 3:3, Paul says, "The Lord is faithful and he will
strengthen you and protect you from the evil one." God's presence surely
surrounded Victor Marx and the five people he was protecting that day indeed.
Be sure to join us again tomorrow for part two of Dr. Dobson's very meaningful
and poignant conversation with Victor and Eileen Marx right here on Family
Talk, the voice you trust for the family you love.

This has been a presentation of the Dr. James Dobson Family Institute.

This is James Dobson again. As we close today's program, | just want to thank so
many of you out there who make this broadcast possible with your
contributions, and | want to tell you how much your generosity is appreciated.

Hey everyone. Roger Marsh here for Family Talk. Where can you go to receive
support and advice for you and your family? Family Talk interacts with millions
of people every day with inspiring advice and tips from Dr. James Dotson on
what matters to you the most. Whether it's marriage or parenting, you can be
sure our Facebook page will keep you updated with how your family can
succeed. Join us each day for the latest broadcast resources and inspiration.
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Nowhere else can you hear a thought of the day from Dr. Dobson, as well as a
special message before you say goodnight. Now you can be sure that every post
on our page is created with you and your family in mind. Please take the time to
visit us and become part of our online community at
facebook.com/drjamesdobsonsfamilytalk. That's
facebook.com/dramesdobsonsfamilytalk.
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