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Broadcast: Your Past Erased: A Salvation Message from Rev. Franklin Graham 
Guest(s): Rev. Franklin Graham 
Air Date: March 13, 2024 

Listen to the broadcast 

Dr. James Dobson: Hello everyone. I'm Dr. James Dobson and you're listening to our radio program, 
Family Talk, which is a division of James Dobson Family Institute. Every day 
you'll hear a different radio program right at this spot and in this hour dealing 
with the institution of the family, marriage, parenting, grandparents, love, 
conflict, divorce, and a thousand other issues of relevance to family life. But we 
also talk about other things, and a matter that is more important to me than 
anything else is the message of relevance to the Christian faith. And we're going 
to turn our attention today to one of those discussions. 

 Our recorded message features Franklin Graham, the son of Dr. Billy Graham, 
who's gone on to his eternal reward in heaven. Franklin is going to share the 
heart of the Gospel of Jesus Christ today. If you've just stumbled on to our 
broadcast today, and maybe you didn't even intend to hear what we're saying 
and you've never fully understood who Jesus Christ is, you're going to hear it 
today. Franklin Graham is going to explain what Christ came to do for every 
human being who whoever lived who is willing to believe and trust on him. 

Rev. Franklin Graham: I just want to say a couple of words tonight from God's Word. Have you ever 
thought that maybe time is running out? Have you ever thought that maybe 
there isn't any hope? I want to look at a man in the Bible, a man whose time 
was running out and had no hope. And I want to look at a passage of Scripture 
and it's in the Gospel of Mark and it's in chapter 10 starting in verse 46. Now 
they came to Jericho. As He went out of Jericho with His disciples and a great 
multitude, blind Bartimaeus, the son of Timaeus, sat by the road begging. When 
he heard that it was Jesus of Nazareth, he began to cry and say, "Jesus, thou son 
of David, have mercy on me." Then many warned him to be quiet, to shut up, 
but he cried out all the more, "Son of David, have mercy on me." 

 So Jesus stood still, commanded him to be called and they called the blind man 
saying to him, "Be of good cheer. Rise, He's calling you." Throwing aside his 
garment, he rose and he came to Jesus. So Jesus answered and said to him, 
"What do you want me to do for you?" The blind man said to Him, "Rabbi, that I 
may receive my sight." Then Jesus said to him, "Go your way. Your faith has 
made you well." And immediately he received his sight and he followed Jesus on 
the road. 
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 Now Jesus was coming through Jericho and he was on his way out when this 
encounter took place. Bartimaeus, he was blind. And maybe you're here tonight 
and you feel that your time is running out and that maybe you're here tonight 
and you feel like you have absolutely no hope. Well, I'm going to give you an 
invitation tonight. 

 If you're here tonight, you can have a new life. You can have your past erased. 
You can be forgiven of your sins. You can have a new life and a new beginning 
starting tonight, and that's through faith in God's son, Jesus Christ. You see, the 
Bible says, all of us have sinned. We've all come short of God's glory. The Bible 
tells us that the penalty of sin is death. The entire human race is under a death 
sentence from God. We're all guilty. Franklin Graham stands before you guilty. 
I'm a sinner. But I was 22 years old when one night I got on my knees and I said, 
"God, I have sinned. Forgive me. I want to turn from those sins, and I believe 
that Jesus Christ is your son, I believe that He died for my sins, and I believe that 
you raised Him to life." And that night I gave my life to Christ. God forgave my 
sins. He healed my heart, my life, and that night I became a child of the living 
God. 

 Tonight you can have your sins forgiven, you can become a child of the living 
God, and you can have that hope of eternal life. God's got a plan and God's got a 
purpose. And you think, well, time's running out. Let me tell you something. 
When you give your life to Jesus Christ, time doesn't run out. You see, time goes 
for eternity in the presence of Almighty God. And maybe you're here and you 
think there's no hope. God won't forgive me. Oh yes, He will forgive you if 
you're willing to come to Him through His son, Jesus Christ. 

 Jesus said, "I'm the way, the truth and the life. No man comes to the Father but 
by me." There's not many ways to God. There's not many roads to God. There's 
only one road. And it goes through the cross because Jesus Christ came from 
heaven and he came and he took our sins and he went to that cross. He was 
nailed on a cross for our sins. He died on the cross. He was buried for our sins. 
But on the third day, God raised His son to life. Jesus isn't dead. He's alive. He's 
here tonight in Medford right now. He's here. 

 Now Bartimaeus was poor. Regardless of your earthly possessions, we're all 
poor without God. It doesn't matter what you have or who you are, you're 
spiritually poor outside of Jesus Christ. What makes us poor? What makes us 
poor to God? Sin. Sin is a robber. It robs your life. It robs your relationship with 
God. It separates you from God. All of us are guilty and we're blinded by the 
God of this age, the devil who deceives us and lures us into sin. You say, but 
Franklin, what do you mean by sin? We live in the new millennium. We are a 
more progressive culture today than we were years ago. We can do things that 
we couldn't have done maybe 30, 40, 50 years ago. So what do you mean by 
sin? 
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 First of all, God's standards don't change. They don't change yesterday, they're 
not going to change today, they're not going to change tomorrow, and they're 
not going to change a million years from now. His laws are the same. 

 You say we're guilty. What are they? Stealing. Have you ever stolen anything? 
Well, when I was little, I took a couple of quarters out of my mother's purse. 
Does that count? Yeah, that counts. Put the quarters back and tell her you're 
sorry. Give her interest. 

 Taking God's name in vain. Yeah, using the Lord's name in vain is a sin against 
him. 

 Worshiping idols. Oh, you say, but Franklin, we don't really get into that around 
here. Oh, really? The music industry has many idols that young people worship. 
Sports. Yeah, that's right. You say, but Franklin, is anything wrong with it? No, 
there's nothing wrong with that, it's just how we allow that to be placed in our 
life. When it becomes the most important thing in your life, then that's a 
problem. It's an idol. 

 Lying is a sin. Have you ever told a lie? You say, well, no, I haven't done that. 
Well, now you're lying right now. We laugh because we know we're guilty, 
right? All of us. 

 Adultery. Any type of sexual relationship outside of a marriage relationship is a 
sin. Now let me say about marriage relationship. A marriage relationship is 
defined by God, okay? I don't define it. Your state government doesn't define it. 
Washington doesn't define it. A marriage relationship is a man and a woman, 
okay? That's how God defines it. God made us male and he made us female. He 
didn't make us anything in between. We're male and female. That's the way 
God made us. But any type of sexual relationship outside of a marriage 
relationship is a sin. Now many of you are guilty of sexual relationships, sexual 
sins. 

 What happens is a lot of people say, okay, I'll be glad to come to Jesus, but I 
want Jesus and I want to continue to live in sin. No, you come to Christ, you've 
got to be willing to turn your back. He requires repentance and you've got to be 
sorry for your sins and willing to leave and turn from those sins and to trust 
Jesus Christ by faith. 

 Murder. How about abortion? You say, well, Franklin, you're stepping on some 
people's toes here. Well, okay, listen to me. I was invited a few years ago, I was 
being interviewed by a magazine from New York. And this lady was interviewing 
me and I thought it would be about a 30-minute interview. Like two hours later, 
she's still asking me questions. And we were in San Antonio, Texas, down next 
to the river at a Mexican restaurant and there was a long table. There was a 
bunch of us there. 
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 I thought just to break things up a little about, I said, "Can I ask you a question?" 
And she said, "Of course." And so she had her glasses on and she took them off 
and she listened very politely. I asked her, I said, "Are your sins forgiven?" And 
then all of a sudden a tear began to come into her eyes and she said, "I'm not 
sure." I said, "Did you know that God loves you and that he sent his son from 
heaven to this earth to die for your sins? And have you ever invited Christ to 
come into your heart, to change your heart, to forgive you, to cleanse you?" She 
said, "No, I haven't." I said, "Would you like to do that?" Now the tears are 
coming down her cheeks. she said, "Yes, I would." 

 "Great. Would you like to do it right now? I'll lead you in a prayer." Same prayer 
I'm going to pray with you tonight. So she bowed her head and I said, "Just 
repeat this after me." So I said, "Dear God," she said, "Dear God." I said, "I'm a 
sinner." She repeated that. "I'm sorry for my sins." She repeated that. "I want to 
turn from my sins." She repeated that. "I believe that Jesus Christ is your son." 
She repeated that. "I believe that he died for my sins and that you raised him to 
life." She repeated that. "And tonight I want to invite him to come into my 
heart." She repeated that. 

 We prayed this prayer together, and after we prayed this prayer, tears are just 
streaming down her cheeks. She said, "I have to confess something to you." I 
said, "You don't have to confess anything to me. You just confessed your sins to 
God and he's forgiven you." She said, "No, I have to say this." She said, "Twenty 
years ago, I had an abortion. Will God forgive me for what I did?" I said, "He just 
did." She said, "It's haunted me all of my life. Every birthday, every anniversary, I 
think about what that child would've been, five, six years of age, getting ready 
to go to school, what their first day of school would've been like, 13 being a 
teenager, 18 when they would've had their first date. It's haunted me. Will God 
forgive me?" 

 And I just looked at her and I took her hands. I said, "He's forgiven you. Not only 
has He forgiven you, but He's erased it. It's no record of it. You're forgiven. He's 
cleansed you." And she began to sob. Now these were not tears now of 
bitterness or of a bitter heart. This was now tears of relief, and she just buried 
her face into her hands and she's just sobbed, thanking God for forgiving her 
sins and changing her life right there in an instant. And He'll do that for you 
tonight. He'll forgive you and cleanse you. 

Roger Marsh: Well, you're listening to Family Talk and I'm Roger Marsh. Jumping in here for a 
brief moment as we take a pause. We're listening to a powerful presentation 
from Franklin Graham. It's one of Dr. Dobson's favorite salvation messages in 
recent years, and we're sharing it with you today. 

 Got some exciting news about a new resource from the Dr. James Dobson 
Family Institute. In order to reach the next generation, the JDFI has remastered 
Dr. Dobson's biblically-based Transforming Truths into 60-second audio 
messages. Now, the new Dr. Dobson Minute will provide young families with 
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practical insights that will strengthen marriages and help build better parenting 
skills. 

 To listen, all you have to do is visit drdobsonminute.org. That's 
drdobsonminute.org. 

 And now let's return to Franklin Graham and the conclusion of his powerful 
message on salvation right here on Family Talk. 

Rev. Franklin Graham: All of us have sinned the Bible says. All of us are guilty, every one of us. And 
we've come short the Bible says of God's glory and that the wages of sin is 
death, but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ, our Lord. The Bible 
tells us that “God so loved the world that he gave his only begotten son that 
whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but should have everlasting life.” 
Jesus came to save sinners. He took our sins to the cross. He died for our sins. 
He was buried for our sins. And on the third day, God raised Him to life. 

 Now Bartimaeus was hopeless. No one can help him. And maybe that's how you 
feel tonight, that there's no hope. Why do people commit suicide? Because of 
hopelessness. Or use drugs and alcohol? Because of hopelessness. There's 
evidence of hopelessness wherever we turn. Bartimaeus was hopeless. No one 
could cure his blindness. He expected to die in his blindness. There was no 
doctors, there was no clinics, there was no medicine, there was nothing. And 
there's nothing you can do to rid yourself of sin. You can't buy your way to God. 
Good works won't do it. The Bible says, "By grace are you saved through faith, 
not of works lest any man should boast." 

 There is no one righteous the Bible says. No, not one. And we are dead in our 
trespasses and sins. All of us are guilty. There is no hope for you tonight outside 
of Jesus Christ. And you see, Bartimaeus had absolutely no hope until this 
commotion. And he's a beggar. And just get this picture in your mind. He's 
sitting on the side of the road and here comes this large crowd, and people are 
talking and people are getting up and running. And Bartimaeus is like, "What's 
going on? What's happening?" 

 "Jesus of Nazareth. He's coming by." 

 Now, Bartimaeus had heard about Jesus. He had heard about this strange man 
from Galilee that could raise the dead, the lame could walk, the deaf could hear. 
Bartimaeus realized that he had this one chance. Now what would happen if 
Bartimaeus had said, "I think I'm going to listen to CNN tonight and see what 
they have to say." Or, "I'm going to get a friend of mine to maybe Google Jesus 
and see what Google has to say." Or "Maybe I'll just wait until He comes back 
maybe next time and maybe I can meet Him then." 

 No. Bartimaeus yelled at the top of his lungs, "Jesus, thou son of David, have 
mercy on me." People said, Bartimaeus, shut up. Nobody wants to hear from a 
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blind beggar like you. Just keep on begging. Just don't make a scene and 
embarrass all of us, Bartimaeus. You're going to make a fool of yourself, 
Bartimaeus. The more they rebuked him, the louder He shouted, "Jesus, thou 
son of David, have mercy on me." 

 Jesus stood still. Now there were a lot of people probably saying, hey, Jesus, 
over here. Let's have a selfie, Jesus. I mean, remember, this is a large crowd of 
people. You think Bartimaeus is the only person yelling Jesus. A lot of people 
were yelling Jesus. Jesus this, Jesus that. But they weren't calling in faith. 

 See, Bartimaeus believed in his heart that Jesus could heal him. But the question 
was, would he? And so he yells, "Jesus, thou son of David." He's acknowledging 
that Jesus is the king of kings and the Lord of Lords. "Thou son of David, have 
mercy on me." And Jesus stops. Why? Because he called his name in faith. 

 And He'll stop for you tonight if you call His name in faith. If you say, "Jesus have 
mercy on me, I'm a sinner. Forgive me." He will stop for you tonight. That same 
Jesus of Galilee 2000 years ago is here right now. 

 And Jesus said, “Call him.” Remember, Jesus was coming through Jericho, 
leaving Jericho, going out of town on his way to Jerusalem. He was going to go 
to the cross where He would shed His blood on the cross for your sins. They 
would nail Him to that cross. And when He was nailed to that cross, it wasn't the 
Jews or the Romans that nailed him there. It was your sins that took Him to the 
cross. That's right, your sins. He died for you, for me. He's nailed to that cross. 

 So Jesus is on His way to the cross. He's not coming back to Jericho. Bartimaeus 
wouldn't have had another chance. Time was running out and Bartimaeus knew 
it. Do you realize your time is running out? He calls at the top of his lungs, 
"Jesus, thou son of David, have mercy on me." Jesus stops calling. 

 Is He calling you tonight? As I've been speaking, has there been a little voice 
inside of you saying, you need to do this tonight because time is running out. 

 Bartimaeus came to Jesus, ran to Him. I bet you Jesus had a big smile because 
Jesus was loving this. "Bartimaeus, what do you want me to do for you?" Jesus 
knows that you need to be forgiven. He knows all about your sins. He knew 
Bartimaeus was blind, but He wanted to hear it from Bartimaeus' lips. And if 
you're willing tonight to call on the name of Jesus and say, "I'm a sinner, and I'm 
sorry. Forgive me. And I believe that you took my sins to the cross. And I believe 
that you were buried for my sins, that God raised you to life. And I want to 
invite you to come into my heart tonight. I want to surrender the control of my 
life to you. I want you to be my Lord. I want you to be my master. I want you to 
be my savior." 
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 So Bartimaeus, standing there before Jesus, "What do you want me to do for 
you?" "Lord, that I may receive my sight." Jesus said, "Go your way. Your faith 
has made you well." 

 You see, he believed that Jesus could heal him. He believed that Jesus had the 
power as the Son of God to change his life. And if you're willing to believe, your 
faith tonight in the Lord Jesus Christ will set you free. You can be forgiven 
tonight. That past, it doesn't matter what it is, He'll erase it. That's right, He'll 
forgive you. And when God forgives you, He erases. He erases your past. And 
tonight, starting tonight, right now, you're going to have a new beginning. That's 
right, a new beginning. 

 But you have to make a decision. See, Bartimaeus had to make a decision. Jesus 
said, "Call him." What if he just said, "Nah, I think I'll just sit here for a while." 
Jesus would've walked right on. You see, He's not going to force you to put your 
faith in Him. He's not going to force you to get out of your seat tonight. He's 
calling you. And if you're willing to come to Him in faith, to trust Him, He'll 
forgive you tonight. But you've got to be willing to repent, to turn from your sins 
and by faith to believe on the name of Jesus Christ tonight. 

 Bartimaeus believed and he was healed. And the Bible says he followed Him. 
And tonight, are you willing to follow the Lord Jesus Christ? God loves you. He 
made you. He created you. But we've been separated by sin. And so tonight, if 
you would like to put your faith and trust in Christ, I want you to do something 
right now. If you have never done this before, just get up out of your seat, make 
your way to an aisle. And what I'd like us to do, all of us to stand right now, 
make it easier for people to come out. 

 But if you're here tonight and you want to be set free from sin, if you want a 
new life and a new beginning, just get up and come right now. You're not 
coming to Franklin Graham. I can't save you. You're coming tonight to God 
through faith in His son, Jesus Christ. Just get up and come wherever you are, 
just come on. You may be young, you may be old. It doesn't matter. But you're 
not coming to me. You're coming to God through faith in His son, Jesus Christ. 

Dr. James Dobson: Well, this is James Dobson again. You've been listening to Franklin Graham 
giving a message that I believe was probably spoken a thousand times by his 
father, and it is still highly relevant and still has power. 

Roger Marsh: Well, thank you, Doctor. And of course, we certainly love hearing from you, our 
listening family, answering any questions you might have as well as praying with 
and for you. So you can call us with those requests at 877-732-6825. 

 Now, if today's message from Franklin Graham really touched your heart, be 
sure to share it with a friend or a loved one. We've made it easy for you to do 
so. Simply visit our website at drjamesdobson.org/familytalk. 
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 Easter is fast approaching. It's just a couple of weeks away and with it the 
reminder of God's promise for believers of Eternal Life in Jesus Christ. That's the 
heartbeat of Dr. Dobson's monthly newsletter. You'll want to read it when you 
go online to Drjamesdobson.org. As a matter of fact, you can sign up to receive 
the newsletter each and every month absolutely free. 

 Here at the Dr. James Dobson Family Institute, we want to walk alongside you to 
help you and your family grow closer to God and with each other. And one way 
you can do so is reading with Doctor writes in his monthly newsletter. To sign up 
for that free resource, simply go to drjamesdobson.org/newsletters. That's 
drjamesdobson.org/newsletters. Or just type on the link for “Why the Need for 
a Savior,” which is right there on the landing page. Again, that's 
drjamesdobson.org, and if you want to sign up to start receiving his free 
monthly newsletter, go to drjamesdobson.org/newsletters. 

 I’m Roger Marsh, be sure to join us again tomorrow for another edition of 
Family Talk. The voice you trust for the family you love.  

Announcer: This has been a presentation of the Dr. James Dobson Family Institute. 

 


