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Once There Was a . . .

How well do you know The Giving Tree? Use the words in 
the box to fi ll in the blanks with the beginning lines of the 

book. Then read aloud to see if you got the story right. 

www.shelsilverstein.com
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Answer key, in order of blanks: tree; loved; boy; day; gather; leaves; crowns; forest; climb; swing; branches; apples

Once there was a  . . .

and she  a little .

And every  the boy would come

and he would  her 

and make them into  

and play king of the .

He would  up her trunk

and  from her 

and eat .

forest     gather     crowns     loved     tree    

 apples     climb          

leaves     branches     day     boy     swing



A Giving Maze
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Using the maze, follow the journey 
of the boy and the tree in The Giving Tree. 

What do you think the relationship between 
the boy and the tree symbolizes?   

Once there was a tree . . .

And the tree was happy.


